
and gaps within the current framework of international law and call for a concrete spe-
cialized international legal instrument to squarely address the menace of SGBV.

The book underscores the chilling reality of harmful social, cultural, and state norma-
tive practices that seek to control female sexuality and form the basis for violence against
women. Notably, Chapter 4 examines the key role cultural factors play in this respect and,
most importantly, Chapter 5 examines in detail the role and architecture of international
institutions (IIs) in addressing SGBV. As the authors note: “IIs discussed in this chapter are
cumulatively making best efforts, within the limits of their mandate and the resources, in
addressing the issue from the grass root level to the international level.” In the final chap-
ter, the authors provided practical ideas and suggestions to eliminate the global scourge
of SGBV.

The contemporary value and significance of the book is further highlighted in the con-
text of the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize that brought to the fore the “use of sexual violence as a
weapon of war” in armed conflicts raging around the world. This book is an important
scholarly contribution because it suggests ideas, processes, and structures for the elimin-
ation SGBV.

This book will be of interest to the decision makers of sovereign states; international
organizations; international humanitarian institutions such as the ICRC, Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch as well as the entire justice mechanism system at
national and international levels (ICJ, ICC, ad-hoc criminal tribunals etc.); civil society
organizations; and scholars. The authors need to be commended for this timely
cutting-edge scholarly work for providing legal analysis and solutions for the global chal-
lenge of SGBV.
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Gang TANG

Wuhan University Institute of International Law, Wuhan, P. R. China

How does one further research international law? Focus on the frontiers and closely link
theory and practice; this is the mission of contemporary international law scholars. The
above book was authored by Yang Zewei, a distinguished professor of the Chang Jiang
Scholars Program of the Ministry of Education of China, and a doctoral supervisor at
Wuhan University Institute of International Law. Although it is presently not available
in English or other translations, the book has been printed in five editions since 2003,
is widely read, and is also used as a textbook for postgraduates. The book contains six
parts comprising twenty-eight chapters and 641,000 words and is rich in content and
rigorous argumentation to allow the world to better understand China.

1 This text is currently not translated/available in English.
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In the field of philosophy and social sciences, theoretical research is very important,
and international law research is no exception. In the first part, the author focuses on
basic theories and new developments, which include the political foundation of inter-
national law, the status and prospect of humanitarian intervention in international law,
the value pursuit of contemporary international law, the comparative study on the inter-
pretation of domestic law and international law, the Belt and Road Initiative, and the
development of contemporary international law. The author creatively puts forward a
theoretical innovation, “the principle of extensive consultation, joint contribution and
shared benefits: New Development of the Basic Principles of International Law”, expand-
ing on the fundamental principles of modern international law.

In the second part, he focuses on state sovereignty including the principle of equal
state sovereignty, permanent sovereignty over natural resources, and the international
protection of human rights, where he notes that state sovereignty is the core of modern
international law.

The third part focuses on the law of the sea. The author pays attention to new chal-
lenges, proposing a path for China’s greater participation in the global ocean governance
system by upholding the concept of “a community with a shared future for ocean”, and
initiating the establishment of the “World Ocean Organization”. To prevent any risks in
the construction of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, the author proposes counter-
measures where political risks could be ameliorated by the establishment of an insurance
system for overseas investment and bilateral investment treaties. Personnel safety risks
should be prevented by revising relevant domestic laws, establishing private security
companies, setting up logistic support bases, and taking preventive intervention mea-
sures. Furthermore, the author discusses the possibility of a joint development between
China and Indonesia in the South China Sea and again proposes specific countermeasures
such as obtaining precedent from the 1989 treaty between Indonesia-Australia, which
designated a Zone of Cooperation, formulating detailed joint development agreements
and making appropriate concessions in the negotiations.

The fourth part focuses on international organizations and analyzes the theoretical
foundation, legal basis, challenges, and the effects of reforming the United Nations
(UN). Following that, he discusses the dilemma of judicial independence of the
International Court of Justice (ICJ), reviews China and the UN’s fifty-year history, and
looks forward to the future of China’s cooperation with the UN. To promote a greater
role for China in the UN, it is necessary to enhance close relations with the ICJ and
other UN bodies, increase personnel training for the UN, and share China’s development
experience and ideas with the UN.

The fifth part focuses on international energy law and creatively proposes
“International Energy Law: A New Breakthrough in the Development of International
Law”, where the formation, contents and objectives are new and distinct from both public
international law and municipal energy law. He further expands the research scope of
international law by promoting new approaches. The author also discusses the
international law of transnational energy pipeline transportation and the legal system
of international energy agencies and analyzes global energy governance in the context
of the “Belt and Road” initiative.

As China moves closer to the centre of the world, it is particularly important to clarify
China’s view of international law to the world. The sixth part reviews China’s contribu-
tions to international law since 1949 and looks forward to future development. The author
clarifies China’s view of international law, which includes the five principles of peaceful
coexistence; the concept of global governance based on “extensive consultation, joint con-
tribution and shared benefits”; the concept of national sovereignty based on “mutual
respect, equality and independence”; the concept of human rights based on “collective
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and individual human rights”; the concept of peace and security that is “common, com-
prehensive, cooperative and sustainable”; and the concept of outlook on the development
of “innovation, coordination, green, open and shared”.

In conclusion, the author interprets international law from a Chinese standpoint. The
book presents a Chinese voice, Chinese theory, and Chinese thought, which will help pro-
vide a better understanding of China. It is also a bibliography for international law scho-
lars and practitioners.

Competing interests. None.
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