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JOURNAL OF LAW AND RELIGION

STATEMENT OF PERSPECTIVE

The Journal of Law and Religion was initiated in 1982 as a collaborative effort of the
Council on Religion and Law and the Hamline University School of Law. It was bom of a sense of
historical malaise. The modem age with its strong propensity toward the secularization of all areas of
life, while not without merit in its liberating effects, nonetheless has its dark side.

We live, some say, in a time of profound historical crisis. Domestically and globally, we
confront massive issues which force us to reconsider, in fundamental ways, the shape and quality of our
common life. Yet many of the disciplines of thought and practice that should be a rich resource in such
a time are found wanting—among them, law and religion. Law, a discipline presumably devoted to the
ways of justice, has all too often become a set of complex, technical tools without concem for higher
purpose. Religion, presumably given to the all-embracing promises and prescriptions implied in the
sense of the sacred, has all too often become privatized and neglectful of our public life.

The Journal of Law and Religion is dedicated to a fundamental reappraisal of the disciplines
of law and religion as they impinge on each other, might instruct each other, and taken in their
conjunction, might offer a constructive response to the major issues of our times. As such its concerns
are sixfold.

Historical The Journal intends to encourage the examination of historical developments,
movements, thinkers, and issues to enrich our understanding of how law and
religion have, in various ways, been mutually influential.

Theoretical The Journal intends to promote constructive work in religious and legal thought
about fundamental theological and jurisprudential questions pertaining to
professional practice and the structures of our public life.

Ethical The Journal intends to support explorations into the foundations of ethical
judgment and normative critiques of our social life, particularly as they draw upon
resources from the life of law and religion.

Global The Journal intends to be encompassing in its reach, seeking out voices from all the
religious and legal traditions throughout the world and bringing them into
conversations with each other.

Professional The Journal intends to stimulate collaboration between jurists and religious leaders
given their respective commitments, as professionals, to the common good of all
peoples. :

Spiritual The Journal recognizes that human existence is grounded in the spiritual, which is
represented in many forms and expressions.

The Journal is thus a forum within which the disciplines of law and religion might together
consider with utmost seriousness their joint responsibility for the creation of a civilization of genuine
peace and justice. Within the compass of that purpose, the Journal intends to be open-minded and
non-prejudicial; it is receptive to submissions from all persuasions and perspectives.
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A bestseller in Israel comes to America, revealing
profound intersections between religion and law

a1 ' TO KILL AND TAKE POSSESSION
DAL oA & | Law, Morality, and Society in Biblical Stories
' DANIEL FRIEDMANN

ublished to critical acclaim in Israel and now

in America, legal scholar Daniel Friedmann’s
fascinating book explores the legal, moral, and
political aspects of some of the best-known and
dramatic stories in the Bible. Friedmann also links
biblical approaches to law to events from the past
fifty years, such as a 1968 trial in Israel that raised
centuries-old issues of religious and political
identity through the complex question of
“Who is a Jew?” Presenting his arguments with
straightforward logic, Friedmann makes a strong
case for the continuing relevance of ancient
religious and legal attitudes throughout history.

$29.95 * ISBN 1-56563-641-4 ¢ cloth 352 pages
6 x 9 ¢ Biblical Interpretation e Ethics

To Kill

and Take Possession

A singularly impressive survey and analysis of well-chosen material for the study of
biblical legal culture, a burgeoning topic of inquiry in an increasingly wide range of
disciplines. Any person with even a minor interest in biblical legal and ethical issues

should find it most stimulating.
—CALUM CARMICHAEL, Professor Comparative Literature; Adjunct Professor
of Law, Cornell University

Friedmann . . . provid[es] striking insights into the evolution of Jewish law, a wealth of
comparative examples from non-Jewish historical and literary sources, and an analysis
of the dynamic interrelationship of religion, law, and politics in Jewish history and
culture. . . . This is a book that deserves a wide readership, not only among lawyers

and students of the bible, but among the educated reading public as well.
—STEPHEN WIzNER, William O. Douglas Clinical Professor of Law, Yale Law
School, and Sackler Professor of Law (Special Appointment), Tel Aviv

Available at your bookstore or call E-mail: orders@hendrickson.com
toll-free: 800-358-3111 Web site: www.hendrickson.com

Outside the U.S.: 978-532-6546 Fax: 978-531-8146
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