LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Readers:

t is my pleasure to present this Special Supplement to the Journal of Law,

Medicine & Ethics, THE PROCEEDINGS of The Public’s Health and the

Law in the 21st Century: Fifth Annual Partnership Conference held in Atlanta,
Georgia on June 12-14, 2006. The conference was co-sponsored by the American
Society of Law, Medicine & Ethics and the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s Public Health Law Program. The conference planning committee (see Appen-
dix A) and the many collaborating organizations (see Appendix B) were critical to
this year’s event. I would like to extend our sincere appreciation for their invaluable
contributions to the conference and to improved public health through law.

The goal of this conference is to improve the understanding of law as a public
health tool. By taking part in the annual conferences, participants are better able:
(1) to explain the critical role law plays in protecting the health of the public and
in strengthening the public health system; (2) to describe practical approaches to
applying legal tools to today’s top-priority public health issues; (3) to identify and
assess scientific and other evidence for effective, law-based public health strategies;
and, (4) to build partnerships with colleagues across professional boundaries.

More than 650 people participated in this fifth annual conference. Attendees
came from all fifty states, Canada, Japan, and Israel and included: federal, state,
and local public health leaders, practitioners, and legal counsel; elected and
appointed public policy makers; physicians and nurses in public health and clini-
cal practice; emergency management and law enforcement officials; judges and
attorneys active in public health and healthcare; educators and researchers in pub-
lic health law; as well as students from law schools and schools of public health
around the country.

THE PROCEEDINGS capture both the spirit and substance of the conference. In
the first section, keynote speakers discuss significant public health and legal issues
that are both cross-cutting and central to the practice of public health law. Following
the plenary speakers is an article capturing the special symposium on due process in
public health. Immediately following are concurrent session summaries organized
around five topical tracks including: all-hazards emergency legal preparedness; law
for healthy homes, schools, and communities; law for healthy people; partners in
public health; and, new tools in public health law and ethics.

THE PROCEEDINGS were made possible by the valuable contributions of many
dedicated individuals. In particular, I would like to thank Benjamin Moulton, Exec-
utive Director of the American Society of Law, Medicine & Ethics, and Edward J.
Hutchison, Editor and Director of Publications, Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics.
Additionally, I would like to thank Anthony D. Moulton and Richard A. Goodman,
Co-Directors of the CDC Public Health Law Program, as well as the Public Health
Law Program team. Furthermore, I would like to thank all members of the confer-
ence faculty for making the commitment to share their expertise and insight with
conference participants and with the readers of THE PROCEEDINGS.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the fine work and significant contributions
made to THE PROCEEDINGS by the students and volunteers, from inside the CDC
and outside, who served as Writer/ Editors of the conference sessions. It has been
my pleasure to work with them. They are:
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Special thanks to all who helped make this year’s conference another milestone in

public health law and practice.

Sincerely,

Briana Grovhoug Kennedy
Proceedings Editor

and Conference Director
Public Health Law Program

Tochukwu E. Igbo, JD
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National Center for Injury
Prevention and Control
CDC
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Colorado Dept. of Public Health and
Environment

Vice Admiral Richard H. Carmona, MD,
MPH, FACS
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Director
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General Counsel
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President Judge
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Director
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Assistant U.S. Attorney
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Associate Director for Science
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Co-Director
Public Health Law Program, CDC

Steven D. Gravely, JD
Partner
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CDC
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Principal Deputy Associate Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services

Hon. Toni N. Harp
Deputy President Pro Tem
Connecticut State Senate

Dale Hetzler, JD
General Counsel
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta

James G. Hodge, Jr., JD, LLM
Associate Prof. and Exec. Dir.
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General Counsel

Arkansas Dept. of Health and Human
Services

Anthony B. Iton, MD, JD, MPH
Health Officer

Alameda County Health Department,
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Sandra H. Johnson, JD, LLM

Tenet Endowed Chair in Health Law and
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Center for Health Law Studies, St. Louis
University School of Law

Hon. Phyllis Kahn, PhD, MPA
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Attorney
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General Counsel
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Bradley Perkins, MD, MBA
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Tanja Popovic, MD, PhD, MSc
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Amanda Purcell, MPH
Policy Director
CA Center for Public Health Advocacy

Montrece McNeill Ransom, JD
Public Health Analyst
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Kimberly Redding, MD

Director
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Lance Rodewald, MD
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Director
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Frederic E. Shaw, MD, JD
Medical Officer

Public Health Law Program
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Susan Sherman, JD
Senior Attorney
OGC, DHHS

Dean Gerald Sienko, MD
Medical Director
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Thomas Sinks, PhD
Deputy Director
NCEH/ ATSDR, CDC
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Professor

University of Tennessee, College of
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Smith Moore, LLP

and President,
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Health Director
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Hon. Gregg Underheim
Wisconsin House of Representatives
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