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On cMachiavellPs Idea of Virtu 
B Y F E L I X G I L B E R T 

TH E following observations are hardly more than a footnote, but a 
footnote to one of the most discussed questions of Machiavelli's 

thought, to his concept of virtu. When scholars became aware of the 
central importance of this term in Machiavelli's thought, they also real-
lzed that virtu was a most elusive term to which it was difficult to assign 
a precise and definite meaning; the term seemed to contain a great 
variety of meanings.1 In recent times, almost each new interpretation of 
Machiavelli's thought has implied a new intepretation of his virtu-con-
Cept, or, at least, has stressed the decisive significance of one particular 
factor among the various elements which went into the making of this 
Concept. An example is the stimulating study by L. Olschki." Olschki's 
"lain thesis is that Machiavelli approached politics in the spirit and with 
'he methods of a modern scientist; in proof of this thesis, he points out 
that the term virtu has a strictly scientific function in Leonardo da 
Vinci's notes on dynamics where it designates the motive power in a 
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