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-l On December 15, 1978, President Carter announced a new policy:
diplomatic recognition of the People’s Republic of China and
de-recognition of the Republic of China. By linking recognition with
America’s abrogation of the U.S.-Taiwan defense treaty, the authors
argue, the United States committed a serious error, violating the
first rule of diplomacy —don't give something away without getting
something inreturn. In this deft analysis of America’s China policy,
Professors Kintner and Copper discuss the political and moral
implications of the new policy and show how the United States can
still salvage some credibility and reassure its allies.
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