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THE Scrorar Anp THE Cross. The Life and Work of Edith Stein, By
Hilda C. Graef. (Longmans; 18s.)
Miss Graef more than once speaks of ‘the general type of devotional
lography’, examples of which are to be found among Edith Stein’s
Writings. It is clear, then, that she has explicit standards for such bio-
&raphical writing; and it is certainly true that her own biography of
ith Stein demands more critical attention than a great deal of the
religious biography with which we are familiar. ’
were to attempt a brief characterization of Miss Graef’s approach,
L should calf j¢ typological. The title of the book perhaps sufficiently
Idicates this; but Miss Gracf is also concerned with two other major’
femes worked out in Edith Stein’s life and death: the Vocation of
oman, and the Redemption of Israel. The consequence of this
typological approach is that too often the person of Edith Stein tends
0 be less immediately apprehended, by both reader and biographer,
a0 the themes illustrated: Miss Graef seems only to warm to her
Noject when an event of the life exhibits typological significance. The
edemption of Israel theme is naturally the most successfully demon-
*ated; and the closing pages of Miss Graef’s study most movingly
tegrate eye-witness accounts, sympathetic apprehension and reflective
T Stan insight. But the other themes don’t seem so happily treated.
¢ Prologue on Woman, and the development, in the body of the
Work, of the theme so stated, are a little off-key; and the discussion of
1 ¢ Philosophical writings fails to engage the intellectual interest of at
“ast this reader, largely, one is tempted to suppose, because the
g’l‘ltlngs don’t themselves fully engage the interests of the biogrgphcr.
tit}l, Way of representing the inadequacy here, why ‘Scholar’ in the
le? (Except: or the alliteration). Edith Stein seems to have been, on
%S Graef’s own showing, highly unscholarly, though intensely a
Pe dOSOPhCI. ‘Scholarship’, “philosophy’, ‘theology’, ‘spirituality’ don’t
3 sufficiently differentiated lives in Miss Graef s text.
€se criticisms are offered because they seemed to be invited by the
Sorm . rentions of the book. To have set such high standards is in %t§elf
imI,n T ung which requires appropriate recognition, a recognition
Olving, need it be said, an appreciation of the conscientious mtelli-
8ence of Migs Graef’s study.
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A?:I? PIERRE' AND THE RAGPICKERS. By Boris Simon. (Harvill Press; 15s.)
ccens Srtible thing that a little baby should die for want of the basic

00551_“55 oflife in a large city in this atomic age which promises us the
tha nhln twenty-five years. And it is to the credit of the French people
they were deeply shocked by the tragedy and quickly stirred to
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action. But one cannot help wondering how much help was given ot
of a genuine spirit of compassion and a humble acknowledgement 0
responsibility, and how much as a sop to the conscience both of the
individual and of the nation. People today have little notion of the
theological significance of almsgiving. At worst it is seen as an unavoi¢”
able duty; at best it is often a form of sentimental humanitarianism. It
either case the motive for giving is far removed from true Christian
charity. which reverences and respects other people and ministers t©
them as to Christ himself.

The tragedy of the little child and the other miseries which it brought
to light are not of course merely a French national problem. Six months
ago we in England read of an old man who pleaded not to be sent ©@
the workhouse and who within two weeks of being sent there died
according to the official medical report, of grief and shame. And it ¥
not irrelevant to notice that for the current year contributions to the
R.S.P.C.A. were well in advance of donations to the R.S.P.C.C. '

The appeal of this book is not that of the romantic war-time resi$”
tance leader who ‘has become a legend in France with his beret, blac
beard and benign smile’. It is the appeal of a man of God living the
Gospels unself-consciously, without for a moment thinking that he 3
either doing or becoming anything extraordinary. The life of the Abbe
Pierre proves that true Christian charity is both practical and accept”
able; that so far from robbing some unfortunate man of the last shreds
of his self-esteem and dignity, service to one’s neighbour done out 0t 2
love of God heals wounded pride and restores self-esteem. Abbé Pier®
tells us in a Foreword that ‘one saves oneself in saving others’. HOW
different is this expression of true compassion from what we so oft%
find: one saves others in order to save oneself. The latter is the ‘chanity
which any self-respecting man abominates. And yet we learn from
absorbing and well-written story of a modern St Vincent de Paul how
true love can transform the baser counterfeit with which we so ofte®
perhaps unconsciously, trade; ‘the kingdom of heaven is like to Jeaver
which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, until the who'°
was leavened’.
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No Man 1s aN Istanp. By Thomas Merton (Hollis & Carter; 165_')
The Author tells us in his preface that ‘these meditations are musmz?
upon questions that are, to me, relatively or absolutely importa? di'.
That they are musings, and thus not always directed to a defined 2t
ence, may explain the somewhat remote and impersonal style 0 {2
writing, which though it demands close attention, is none the less ©

high order. The Essays are full of trenchant, revealing phrases, shed





