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students. Each was first interviewed, for 30 to 60 minutes, and graded, as
regards extraversion-introversion, on a linear scale. Each then filled out a
Bernreuter ‘‘ personality inventory ”’. Finally, each was tested with a modifica-
tion of Snoddy’s mirror-tracing device. The results show that the personality
inventory and the mirror-tracing test are not measuring the same thing. On the
other hand, there was a significant correlation between the personal judgment
ratings and the time in the mirror-tracing test. The validity of the inventory
type of test is highly questionable. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

The Reaction of Native White Convicts to the Bernreuter Personality Inventory.
(Psychol. Clin., vol. xxii, p. 138, June—-Aug., 1933.) Hargan, J.

The inventory was administered to 100 consecutive white admissions to Sing
Sing Prison, New York. The results show that this inventory possesses distinct
value in the case of subjects of a mental age of twelve years or more, so that
there is no trouble with reading the questions. The research will be continued. In
all these investigations we must remember that we are dealing with a convicted
group, and that the findings do not necessarily apply to the ‘‘ criminal ** group
as a whole. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

A Review of Experiments on Humour. (Psychol. Bull., vol. xxx, p. 752, Dec., 1933.)
Perl, R. E.

Many different types of statements, anecdotes and situations have been
considered funny, and have been classified according to their appeal. Neither
intelligence nor personality type are closely connected with appreciation of humour
in general, but the preferred jokes seem to be influenced by these factors. The
surprise element ranks high with children. College students appreciate naive jokes,
or those based upon the inferiority of another person. Extraverts prefer jokes
based upon superiority of the exposure of unrevealed thoughts, while introverts
prefer jokes connected with repressions. Suggestion plays an important part in
judgments of humour. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

Associative Tendencies tn Psychoneurotics. (Psychol. Clin., vol. xxii, p. 108, June-
Aug., 1933.) Tendler, A. D.

An attempt was made to apply the free association method to a group of so
psychoneurotic adults, 12 male and 38 female, ranging in age from 20 to 35 years.
Sub-groups of the general classification were disregarded, since pure types of
psychoneurotics do not exist. It is possible that there are included two differing
groups under the general classification. One group is characterized by a con-
stitutional inadequacy of associative behaviour. This group may be thought of as
the true psychoneurotic, whose symptoms develop and become fixed on the basis
of connections of an inferior sort, with resulting tensions. The other group, showing
no associative pathology, may be regarded as presenting an emotional responsiveness
to situational difficulties. We must differentiate between the emotional disturbances
of normal individuals and psychoneurotic behaviour. The latter is usually stupid
behaviour; the former often involves genuine situational difficulties of considerable
complexity. The present study offers a suggestive field for differentiating the
psychotic from the psychoneurotic, and for differentiation within the psychoneurotic
group. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

Sociology of the Neuvoses [Soziologie der Neurvosen). (Arch. fiir Psychiat., vol. xcix,
. 339, 1933.) Birnbaum, K.

This paper deals with the question of the social aspect of the neuroses in the
way of a ‘‘ general sociology ’, going into more detail for some types only. The
author divides his subject into three main chapters: (1) The effect of social life
on neurosis ; (2) the effect of neurosis on society ; and (3) the social treatment
of neurosis.

With regard to the effects of social life on neurosis, he emphasizes that

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.80.329.436-c Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.80.329.436-c

1934.] PSYCHOLOGY AND PSYCHOPATHOLOGY. 437

neurasthenia (in the German sense) is different from all the other kinds of neuroses,
and he prefers to call it a * neurosis of civilization ", it being the result of tension
between modern civilized life and the psychical-nervous efficiency of the individual.
He divides the other neuroses, the neuroses sensu strictu, into two different groups.
In the first, the difficulties arise from the fact that the individual comes into
collision with existing social, moral or professional standards. In the second group,
on the other hand, the battlefield is inside the individual, because his social wishes
are incompatible with some of his other personal tendencies. The author shows,
for instance, that the ‘‘ cedipus-complex "’ arises from social difficulties, the term
‘““ social ”’ being applied to all kinds of relationships between human beings.

The author does not regard the neurotic predisposition as being without impor-
tance, but notes that there is a tendency in modern psychopathology (Jung,
Jaensch, Kretschmer) to classify the psychopathic constitutions with reference
to their social attitude.

The way in which various types become neurotic through different social
difficulties is then briefly but clearly demonstrated. The next paragraph deals
with neuroses of development, which result from the inability of the young indi-
vidual to adjust himself to the increasing demands of society. The way in which
the different social and cultural tendencies are responsible for the formation of
various types of neurosis is enlarged upon, with special reference to the *‘ renten-
neurose ' (or ‘‘ compensation ’’ neurosis), the importance of which increased
gradually with the financial depression.

The neurosis being an individual phenomenon, the author thinks it difficult
to demonstrate its effect on society generally. For the analysis of the individual
case he thinks Freud’s and Adler’s theories are of special importance. He
emphasizes the necessity of having reliable statistics for further investigation.

Not only social treatment is needed, but preventive measures, and for both
purposes one has to distinguish between dealing with the surroundings and with
the individual himself. For the latter he assigns more importance to a non-
dogmatic re-education (Psychagogik) and individual psychology than to psycho-
analysis, the merits of which are not denied in some cases. He finally stresses
the importance of Weizsicker's and Unger’s ‘‘ situation- therapy ”’, and of the
co-operation with the social service. S. L. LasT.

Methodological Principles in Pathography. (L'Hyg. Ment., vol. xxviii, p. 173,
Sept.—Oct., 1933.) Wigert, V.

The author points out that the discussion of the mental illnesses of individuals
of historical interest is fraught with difficulties and faced with a doubting attitude,
which is not found in discussions of physical maladies. There is, he says, a tendency
to regard mental maladies as things apart, and not amenable to ordinary writing.

How often, he says, does creative work owe itself to psychopathological
phenomena ?

Like psychiatry itself, pathography is not an old branch of medical science—
in the modern sense. It has made mistakes, it has an exaggerated idea of its
possibilities, it draws too hasty conclusions and has justified the criticisms which
have been levelled at it. It does not follow, however, that it is unworthy
of attention. Under a critical and informed approach it is capable of adding

‘“a new and flourishing branch to the tree of humanistic science ”".
W. McC. HARROWES.

The Psvchic Structure of Edgar Poe. (L'Hvg. Ment., vol. xxviii, p. 184, Sept.-Oct.,
1933.) Bonaparte, M.

This is the first instalment of a study of the personality make-up of Poe. It
is an interesting example of pathographic technique. The amount of detail which
exists regarding the life of Poe makes the deductions drawn especially interesting.
The ability to make a complete longitudinal section of a life-history adds a good
deal to the approach of living psychiatric problems.
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