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and reconstructive surgery highlight the psy­
chosocial care aspects; duodenal ulcer, one of 
the original psychosomatic illnesses, illustrates 
our understanding and conceptualization in 
this area. Somatoform disorders, chronic pain, 
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ingly recognized. AIDS is one of the biggest 
new areas for endeavor by the liaison psychia­
trist. Terminal illness remains one of the most 
demanding areas for involvement by the liai­
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Spanning 26 chapters, this handbook achieves 
its aim in providing a comprehensive review of 
the theoretical and clinical bases of general 
hospital psychiatry along with fully illustrat­
ing the current and future role of liaison psy­
chiatry. 
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