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“Dazzling and original work again by the indefatigable 
legal scholar Roy Brooks. A stunning achievement!”

Joe Faegin, Texas A&M University

“Professor Brooks’s magisterial consideration of the 
anti‑democratic tendency of US Supreme Court 
decision‑making provides deep insights into the 
modern nature of the courts. Through a myriad of 
examples showing reasonable ways to decide a case, 
Diversity Judgments offers deep insights into the judicial 
process and outlines a path for the Supreme Court to stay 
true to society’s commitment to diversity and inclusion.”

Kevin R. Johnson, Dean and Mabie-Apallas Professor 
of Public Interest Law and Chicanx Studies, 
University of California, Davis

Roy L. Brooks is Warren Distinguished Professor of Law 
at the all University of San Diego. He is the recipient of 
five book awards and the author of more than twenty 
books, including The Racial Glass Ceiling: Subordination 
in American Law and Culture (2017), Racial Justice in the 
Age of Obama (2009), and Atonement and Forgiveness: 
A New Model for Black Reparations (2004).
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“Guarded with the theoretical savviness of a budding eminent scholar and 

the empirical sophistication of formal modeling, Dr. Gause introduces us to 

the powerful ways that protest adds to American democracy. This book will be 

widely read, immensely studied, and rigorously followed as a bold, new way to 

understand protest in America.”  

Daniel Q. Gillion, Julie Beren Platt and Marc E. Platt Presidential Distinguished 

Professor, Political Science Department, University of Pennsylvania

“Protest works best for the poor and marginalized, LaGina Gause boldly argues. 

Dramatic demonstrations of commitment – particularly if difficult, risky, and 

costly – can sway elected officials. Deploying a range of sophisticated methods, 

The Advantage of Disadvantage stakes out a creative new approach to the 

impact of contentious protest that must be engaged.”

David S. Meyer, Professor of Sociology, Political Science, and Planning, Policy, 

and Design, University of California, Irvine

“LaGina Gause turns conventional wisdom on its head, crafting a persuasive 

argument about the heterogeneous significance of resources and politicians’ 

interpretation of costly protest. This incisive and original work succeeds in 

challenging readers to rethink the consequences of this unique form of political 

engagement and its impact in US democracy.” 

Jane Junn, University of Southern California
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“Information and Democracy is a major breakthrough in the study of how 
large democracies process the two-way flow of information between citizens 
and government. Through a fresh and thorough empirical analysis of the policy 
content of US news media, Soroka and Wlezien show that media really act to 
facilitate the transmission of the basic information necessary for citizens to adjust 
their opinions about governmental policies. This book is necessary reading for 
scholars of public opinion, political communications, and public.”
Bryan D. Jones, J.J. ‘Jake’ Pickle Regents’ Chair in Congressional Studies, University 
of Texas

“Stuart Soroka and Christopher Wlezien have written a masterful book. Information 
and Democracy offers a challenge to overly simplistic critiques of democratic 
representation, it provides a nuanced assessment of the modern media 
environment, and it solves one of the great puzzles of political science – how 
seemingly uninformed publics respond systematically to policy change. This book 
is theoretically rich, built on a trove of data, highly accessible, and couldn’t be 
more timely.”
Peter K. Enns, Professor of Government and Public Policy and Robert S. Harrison 
Director of the Cornell Center for Social Sciences, Cornell University

“In the current political climate characterized by a multi-channel and 
multi-platform information environment, media distrust, and concerns about 
polarization and rampant misinformation, few objectives seem more important 
than those set forth in this book. Soroka and Wlezien navigate decades of theories 
on media functions, behavior, and effects – which they complement with evidence 
from analyses of a massive amount of data – to help us understand the conditions 
under which democratic citizens are provided with accurate (or inaccurate) 
information and with what effects. Readers will come away with a better informed, 
evidence-based assessment of how well media perform as democratic watchdog 
and the extent to which citizens attend media accounts of government action 
and respond to changes in public policy.”
Johanna Dunaway, Associate Professor of Political Science, Texas A&M University

Designed by EMC Design Ltd

Information and 
Democracy

Public Policy 
in the News

Stuart N. SOROKA and 
Christopher WLEZIEN

INFORMATION AND 
DEMOCRACY
Stuart N. Soroka and 
Christopher Wlezien

THEPOWER
Law and Policy through Hip-Hop Songs

Edited by
Gregory S. Parks and Frank Rudy Cooper

P
arks and

 C
o

o
p

er

FIGHT

FIGHT THE POWER

Cover illustration: 
filo / DigitalVision Vectors / 
Getty Images

Taking inspiration from Public Enemy’s lead vocalist Chuck D – who once 
declared that ”rap is the CNN of young Black America“ – this volume 
brings together leading legal commentators to make sense of some of 
the most pressing law and policy issues in the context of hip-hop music 
and the ongoing struggle for Black equality. Contributors include MSNBC 
commentator Paul Butler, who grapples with race and policing through 
the lens of N.W.A.’s song “Fuck tha Police”, ACLU President Deborah N. 
Archer, who considers the 2014 uprisings in Ferguson, Missouri, and many 
other prominent scholars who speak of poverty, LGBTQ+ rights, mass 
incarceration, and other crucial topics of the day. Written to “say it plain”, 
this collection will be valuable not only to students and scholars of law, 
African-American studies, and hip-hop, but also to everyone who cares 
about creating a more just society.

“This book’s impactful coverage of critical topics such as racism, policing, 
protest movements, and gender progress should be a must-read for 
undergraduate courses in African-American Studies, Criminal Justice, 
and Gender Studies. The editors have ensured that the chapters are both 
insightful and accessible.” 
– L. Song Richardson, President, Colorado College

“The legal issues raised by this book are crucial for law students to 
understand. From police racism to mass incarceration to gender norms 
to the Black Lives Matter movement, these are topics lawyers need to 
understand. The fact that the analyses emerge from popular hip-hop songs 
makes them all the more enjoyable to read.” 
– Angela Onwuachi-Willig, Dean, Boston University School of Law
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“In this provocative, path-breaking book, Krupnikov and Ryan 
offer a fundamental reorientation of what we know about 
polarization [. . .] This book sets the agenda for the next 
generation of work in American politics: do not dismiss or 
chastise the less engaged; instead, understand and value 
them.” 

– James N. Druckman, Northwestern University

“Deeply researched and engagingly written, The Other Divide 
invites a paradigm shift. It is a must-read for all who care 
about the current and future state of political engagement in 
the US” 

– Regina G. Lawrence, University of Oregon

“Krupnikov and Ryan have written an excellent book with 
important real-world ramifications. I wish I could make the 
book required reading for political journalists and media 
commentators” 

– Morris Fiorina, Stanford University

“Krupnikov and Ryan consider the sources and consequences 
of deep involvement in politics. They also highlight the 
importance of considering the rest of us. In so doing, they offer 
a crucial corrective at what seems to be a pivotal moment in 
the study and conduct of American politics.” 

– Stuart Soroka, University of California, Los Angeles
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