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FC36 Heallh services andepidemiology
SUICIDALATTEMPTS AMONGCHILDREN UNDER 15 YEARSOF AGE

A. Lazanigues. F. Que, M. Koha-Gue, Hbpi'al dt sonan, BP J7. 29820 Bohars.
France.

Suicide andsuicidal 11IemplS areinfrequent among children. Nevertheless. suicide
I'3leI and suicidalauemptrolles are in:reuina in European counaies and 'hc:sc niles
areeven h.gher in8rilllllY. Clinical assessment 01child population ICier ""'overy
lrom I suicidalillempl may shed light onIhi.growing publIC hullh problem. To
detenmnedemographIC. lamilyand ICIlooI-relaled nsk laclln and,nvnedille pre­
suicidal coodtions presemed by children ICICt commdting I SUICidal Illempl and
being admiued in I bospilal ......gmcyroom serving ,he majOrity 0( an urban
c:ommunity: e.•. 70consecutveemer,ency roomVlshs (orchildrenyouRi er lhan IS
yeon0( ageoverI ~'y<ear penod wen: assessed lrom paedralnc:and psych..,,,,,
thmcal records. Foreach ¥iSlI II the emergencyroomunit, • quesuonrwrcused In

pn:VIOUS Sludles on suicidal IlIemplS amona adolescents was filled in by I cbmclan
lrom !heClinICal files. The demogl1l~ic. IlmJly. school and heallh hisln<y dill lor
thechild and his lamilywere gathered. 86'10 of.he childtmwho comm.I suicidal
"'lemp! were over t2 yeon 01 Ige .. IIh I ... ralio boy/girlol 0.80. There is I
suong .Mt 0( the ... ratio ar.... 12yeonor Ige. The maJOf diagnosIS isadjuSUn"l
disorders (41%) and pel10nalilY disorders (22%). 2B.~% 01 the children had a
preVIOU' histOly 01personaJpsychiatric disorders. Aquaner 0( tbe Catherslmolhers
hadI previous h.suoy 01 psychUllric: disordersand!herate0( ak:oIlollSm was 01
43% lor !hefalhers and I~% lor !he molhers. ~6'1o 01 thechildren had lCparI,ed
parents. thRe qlW'lCB 01 !he.. chddren live w.1h I single pareDL 93'10 used
medicalion ingestion. %% pationlS hadsuicidal idealion belore !hey commitled Ihe
suicidal Illernpl and!he majOrity 0( Ihern(86'10) had su.cidal ideation forIlleast 2
weelr.s. The talC ol suicldallllemplS seem. 10 increase, The childrul commilung
suicidal luemplS have no ICVC'" psycJ1ialnCcllSorders and have suicidal ideation
several weeks bel_ !he Illemp!. The lact shoold enable pareDlS. _hers.
paedIIlricians ancIgenet:ll practiliJonelllO preventlhese chitdre. lrom commllling
sulCidailuemplS.
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF PSE-IO/CATEGO·5, OPCRIT·
CHECKUSfIQUICK·BASIC: TWO PSYCHIATRICCOMPlTI'ERASSISTED
DfAGNOISTICSYiITEMS

A. l.u.ar1igues. U. BINI, I. OIlCla-Orad. I'll . 0enesI. I. Fennanian. H~plfal dt
Bohars. 29820 Boha". Franc.

ObjecUve 01 computer.assiled diagnosis and its advanlages are well noted on
diffen:nl relevant lilenU..... II has been lactualized lhatcompu.... can beused lor
various tasItJin lhediag.."isprocess because 01 well·known hmuations 01clinical
melhods. Computer.assisted diagnostic .y"ems hadbeen recently developed. We
compare OU"",tl lrom 2 computer....isted diagnostic genernung psychiatriC
daagnosis 10 observe the vaJ'fubility of computer·assisled diagnosiS oulcomes: E.g.
40 adolesc... psychotic; inpat.enlS 0118e16 to 19 year. i. a universllY psych.. ,,,,,
UOIL Siandotdized Ullerv.." wi'h !he diagnostIC IllSlrumen. SCAN (Scheduk:. 101
Chnic:al ........,..... in Neutopsychlalry) were eamed ou, on 40 ad<Jlesccnt
psychotics. Intem.... ",Iiabillly were done on v.deoscoped intervICws by 2
ondependent psychiauuts Ir.Uned onSCAN. Oatl wereputonthe compuler ttll'ouGh
computer data$heelS 10 have theCAn:OO~ diagnosIS (DSM·I1l·R and ICD·IO).
OPCRIT checklist was used lrom !he obsetved SCAN mlervlCw. Somclurnes.
clinical files wen: consulied lor eenain OPCRIT checkhst lIems. I..erraler
reliab Uicy was canied001 whICh wu quite sausl'acWf'y (K2ppa • 0.66) . On one
hIIId compuLerized ICJ>.IO diagnostic ou'JlUIs lrom !he 'wo .ystem.Ife on !he
Iverage (Kappa. 0.429). On theothu hand. DSM·III·Rcomputerized <hagnpasi.
areqU11e diCCerent between Calego and Quickbasic (Kappa• 0.108). Kypolhysed
origins 01 Ihese discrepanclcs arelC~ned and analysed.
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WORK AND QUALITY OF LIFE OF THE CHRONICALLY
MENTALLY ILL

I. Lindenbach. C. C. Angenneyer, R. Kilian. M. Uhle, U. USblg.
Department of Psychiatry. Universiry of Leipzig.Joha/l1lisallee 20,
Leipzig.Germany.

Differenl S1udies hive demonstrated the ambivalence of people with
chronic mental illness with regud to the meaning of 'Nork in their
lives. The present study aim5 at throwing more light on thiS
ambivalence and to enquire about iu causes. Since quantitative
studies do not allow for making staterrents regarding the evaluation
processes at the root of ambiguous meaning. assigned 10 importsm
dimensions of people's quahty of life, we chose to investigate these
aspects using both a semi stnJ<:tured interview and the German version
of the Lancashire Quality of Ufe Profile. The sample consiStsof SO
chronically schizophrenic patients in out-patient treatment in a cily to

the eastern part of Germany. A particular ambivalence became
apparenl with regard to illness-related early retirement On the one
hand the lauer is conceived as a form of protection and SOCtal
security. On the other hand, however, it is felt as an additional
disablement, The faa that with an early pension, the person in
question is not allowed 10 work or seck employment is reflected in
various dimensi0n5 of hislher quality, of life. Following from our
resuhs it is recommended that illness-related carly retirement should
not preclude the opportunity to engage in paid worlebut that it should
also be available as an interim solution for re-integration after acute
illness phase.
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FAMll..Y BURDEN ANDPATIENTS'SOCIALFUNCTIONING
IN SCHIZOPHRENIA: PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF THE
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY STUDY

L. Magliano. Departmesu ofPsychiatry. Universityof Naples. Largo
Madonna delle Grazie,80/38 Naples. Iialy.

Most countriesof the European Community have recently developed
or are developing mental health programmes whose outcome will
depend to a luge extent on the degree of collaborationm of patients'
families. However. only lew studies have been carried out in these
countries on the emotional, practical and economical burden that care
for psychiatric patients involves for their relalives. Under .he auspices
of Ihe European Community. an internauonal study has been carried
oul in order to ISseSS the burden on dle fanulaes of schizophreniC
patienlS in cenues selected in five different European counuies .
Inlonnation has been collected on the diCfesenl aspects of subjective
and objective burden on the key·relatives of schizophrenic outpatients
in relation to a) the coping strategies adopted by these key·relatives;
b) the patients' degree of disability Ind sever.ty of psychiaulc
symplomatology; c) the pattern of psychianic care provided in the
centres. Here we report data concerning the relationship between
family burden and patienlS' disability Ind discuss their implications
for the planning and assessment of rehabilitative programmes.
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