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The central and most startling problem in the field of helium
stars is how extreme helium stars are formed and how a star of
one solar mass may get rid of all its original hydrogen. A few op-
posed hypotheses are known, but until now none of them have
been very convincing.

One of the aims of this book is to explore the various paths
which may lead to a solution of the above problems, both
theoretically and by means of new methods of observation. One
of the points discussed, therefore, is whether the Hubble Space
Telescope can be used to this end.
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