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Dignifying Argentina
Peronism, Citizenship,
and Mass Consumption

by EDUARDO ELENA

II Eduardo Elena's study is a deeply
researched and major contribution to
Argentine historiography. For special­
ists on Argentina it represents one of
the most important studies of the last
decade. Dignifying Argentina pres­
ents a cogent analysisof state policies
and their reception, in which we
learn much about popular consump­
tion, the nature of Peronism, and
modern Argentine history itself."

- James Brennan,
University of California, Riverside

City at the Center
of the World
Space, History, and
Modernity in Quito

by ERNESTO CAPELLO

"City at the Center of the World
explores the emergence of Quito,
Ecuador,asa modern national capital.
Capello's elegantly written and well­
organized study examines strategic
moments in the city's history in rela­
tion to their colonial past and region­
al contexts as city elites and indige­
nous communities worked to reshape
'traditional' historical discourses and
city spaces to craft a modern capital to
their respective advantage."

- Mark Overmyer-Velazquez,
University of Connecticut
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The Vigorous Core
of Our Nationality
Race and Regional Identity in
Northeastern Brazil

by STANLEY E.BLAKE

'rrhis book changes the way we
understand brasilidade, and thus
Brazil. Blake shows how the
Northeast was a created 'other,' pro­
viding a foil for a national idea of
'Brazilianness.' Yet as Blake shows,
creations often lead to realities. Thus
the invention of the nordestino gave
urban professionals and government
officials a justification for social
reform programs aimed at improving
what would become an essential
aspectof Brazilian identity."

- Jeffrey Lesser, Emory University

Poverty of Democracy
The Institutional Roots of
Political Participation in Mexico

by CLAUDIO A. HOLZNER

"Holzner has crafted a challenging,
thoughtful, and provocative inter­
pretation contradicting theories that
suggest democracy increases political
participation among the poor. This
work is particularly relevant to
Mexico, but Holzner's conclusions
have widespread implications for any
societycompleting the transition to a
democratic.model. A welcome, fresh
insight to the consequences of dem­
ocratic transitions in the region."

- Roderic Ai Camp,
Claremont McKenna College
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Cultures of the City
Mediating Identities in Urban
Latinlo America

Editedby RICHARD YOUNG &

AMANDA HOLMES

"Original and stimulating, Cultures
of the City considersvery current and
often unexpected topics with creativ­
ity and rigor. This book fills signifi­
cant gaps in the field of urban cultur­
al studies as it examines the city from
both humanistic and social science
perspectives."

- Marcy E. Schwartz,
Rutgers University

Sentencing Caoudos
Subalternity in the
Backlands of Brazil

by ADRIANA MICHELE
CAMPOS JOHNSON

"Sentencing Canudos is a rich and
thought-provoking interpretation
of how Canudos had its political
articulation as a community denied,
both at the ti me of its destruction as
well as over the last 110 years of
writing about it. It offers the reader
an enjoyable, challenging account
of Canudos as a case study of the
interplay between history, subalter­
nity, and contestation. II

- Jose Luiz Passos,
University of California, Los Angeles
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