“The finest general account
of the history of progress

)

in any language.” :..... v

The New York Times
Book Review, front page

N THIS MAGISTERIAL VOLUME, Professor Nisbet has recast the idea

one of today's foremost social into a new mold...For Professor
analysts provides a richly textured Nisbet, the idea of progress is at
narrative history of the idea of prog- once a historical key to Western
ress from the Greeks to the present, culture and a way of assessing our
refuting the notion that progress is a present condition.—The New York
distinctly modern invention. “An Times Book Review
exemplar of a well-written study — “Impressive and significant.’
compact, succinct, lucid. Six dec- —Peter S. Prescott, Newsweek
ades have passed since Bury pub- “Admirable and extremely enriching
lished ‘The Idea of Progress. Bury’s ...a very impressive book”’
book now deserves retirement, for —J.H. Plumb, The New Republic
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