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Professor L .  N. G. FILON, C.B.E., M.A., D.Sc. ,  F.R.S. 
1875-1937. 

THE Association ~vill mourn the untinlely death of its President, 
Professor Louis Napoleon George Filon, less than a week before the 
Annual JIeeting to  which he had looked forward with such keen 
anticipation and a t  which he had hoped to  preside and to give his 
Presidential Address. It is easy for those who knew him and his work 
to  understand how strongly the objects of the Association appealed 
to  him and how deeply he appreciated his election as its President. 

He was of French descent, educated and trained as a mathe- 
matician in England. In  his life and work he presented a peculiarly 
happy combination of much that is great in the characteristic tra- 
ditions of the two countries in mathematical thought. He was 
intensely interested in the systematic and logical presentation of 
mechanics. His Presidential Address is the outcome of many years 
of thought and study devoted to this topic which was of all topics 
perhaps the nearest to his heart. The views he there sets out were 
modified and developed in the course of his work as a practical 
teacher of students. One great loss by his death, to  many of us 
second only to the loss of a dear friend and a good colleague, is that 
his hope and intention to  write a comprehensive book on the subject 
can now not be realised. 

At the same time he had a very practical and experimental ap- 
proach to his subject. His mind worked very much after the manner 
of Kewton whose devout disciple he was. To him mechanics was an  
experimental science and he was impatient with those who would use 
it merely as an opportunity for pure mathematical manipulation. 
After he had lectured to  his students on Lagrange's equations and 
the theory of oscillations he sent them into a laboratory where they 
could handle and experiment with tops and gyrostats and observe 
and measure their precessions. 

The same practical bent showed itself in other directions. Earlier 
in life as a teacher of pure mathematics he did a great deal by his 
teaching and writing to  give pure geometry its rightful place in 
university studies. How many of us who know that  a conic can be 
drawn through any five points have ever marked five points a t  ran- 
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