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" IN adopting our title of the ' Journal of Mental Science, published by authority
of the Association of Medical Officers of Asylums and Hospitals for the Insane,' we
profess that we cultivate in our pages mental science of a particular kind, namely,
sudi mental science as appertains to medical men who are engaged in the treatment
of the insane. But it has been objected that the term mental science is inapplicable,
and that the terms, mental physiology, or mental pathology, or psychology, or
psychiatry (a term much affected by our German brethren), would have been more
correct and appropriate ; and that, moreover, we do not deal in mental science,
which is properly the sphere of the aspiring metaphysical intellect. If mental
science is strictly synonymous with metaphysics, these objections are certainly valid,
for although we do not eschew metaphysical discussion, the aim of this Journal is
certainly bent upon more attainable objects than the pursuit of those recondite
inquiries which have occupied the most ambitious intellects from the time of Plato to
the present, with so much labour and so little result. But while we admit that
metaphysics may be called one department of mental science, we maintain that
mental physiology and mental pathology are also mental science under a different
aspect. While metaphysics may he called speculative mental science, mental phy
siology and pathology, with their vast ranee of inquiry into insanity, education, crime,
and all things which tend to preserve meWlal health, or to produce mental disease,
are not less questions of mental science in its practical, that is, in its sociological,
point of view. If it were not unjust to high mathematics to compare it in any way
with abstruse metaphysics, it would illustrate our meaning to say, that our practical
mental science would fairly bear the same relation to the mental .science of the
metaphysicians as applied mathematics bears to the pure science. In both instances
the aim of the pure science is the attainment of abstract truth ; its utility, however,
frequently going no further than to serve as a gymnasium for the intellect. In both
instances the mixed science aims at, and, to a certain extent, attains, immediate
practical results of the greatest utility to the welfare of mankind ; we therefore main
tain that our Journal is not inaptly called the *Journal of Mental Science,' although

the science may only attempt to deal with sociological and medical inquiries, relating
either to the preservation of the health of the mind or to the amelioration or cure of
its diseases ; and although not soaring to the height of abstruse metaphysics, we only
aim at such metaphysical knowledge as may be available to our purposes, as the
mechanician uses the formularies of mathematics. This is our view of the kind of
mental science which physicians engaged in the grave responsibility of earing for the
mental health of their fellow-men may, in all modesty, pretend to cultivate ; and
while we cannot doubt that all additions to our certain knowledge in the speculative
department of the science will be great gain, the necessities of duty and of danger
must ever compel us to pursue that knowledge which is to be obtained in the
practical departments of science, with the earnestness of real workmen. The
captain of a ship would be none the worse for being well acquainted with the higher
branches of astronomical science, but it is the practical part of that science as it is
applicable to navigation which he is compelled to study."

J. C. BUCKNILL.
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PULVIS JACOBIVER., NEWBERY'S.

To the Medical ProfeÃŸon of Great Britain and Ireland.
GENTLEMEN,â€”We beg to call your attention to the following extrai

from a Paper by the late John Cheyne, M.D., F.R.S.E., M.R.I.A.,
Phyfician to the Hardwicke Fever Hofpital, Dublin, and Phyfician-

General to His late Majeily's Forces in Ireland, &c., &c., contained in the
"Dullin Hofpital Reports," vol. i,p. 317.

" Since this cafe came into my pofleflion, I have been led to make a good many clinical
" experiments, which have enabled me to verify the reports which 1 had heard of the efficacy
" of JAMES'S POWDER, in fometimes removing the APOPLECTICDIATHESISin perfons

advanced in life. It is, moreover, worthy of obfervation, that JAMES'i POWDER has

been of remarkable utility in certain inftances of DETERMINATIONOF BLOODTO THE HEAD,
which occurred at an early period of life, and threatened to end by efFufion. Laftly, in two
cafes of GENERALPLETHORA,in which, however, the head was more aftecied than any other
part, JAMES'S POWDER ivas ixhibÃ-tedby me -w'llhferfefÃ¬fuaefs."

Alfo vol. I, p. 3 2O.
" The following very fimple method of exhibiting JAMES'S POWDER, in cafes of undue
determination of blood to the head, is that which I have generally purfued. The patient is
made to begin with a very moderate dofe, not more than two grains at bedtime, and to increafe
the dofe by half-a-grain every night, until fome fenfible effeit is produced upon the ftomach,
bowels, or (kin. Should the ftomach be affecied with fickness, the dofe muft be lefTenedby
one grain on the following night. By the addition of a little rhubarb to it, a larger quantity" of JAMES'S POWDER may be adminiftered than the ftomach could otherwile bear. If

the /kin is foftened, or the bowels affecied, the dofe fhould not further be increafed, but it
muft be repeated every night fur a confiderable length of time : in feveral inftances 1 have
known eighteenor twenty grains takenfor a confiderableferiad without any incotivimence."

The following extrait (fhowing the increafing eflimation in which the true
Dr. James's Powder is held by Medical Practitioners) is taken from " The
Lumlzan Lectures," 1858-59, delivered before the Royal College of Phyficians,
by A. Tweedie, M.D., Phyfician to the London Fever Hofpital, who is
admittedly one of the higheft practical authorities on the fubjeci of Fever.
He faid, ("The Lancet" June 16, 1860, p. 590,) as follows: â€”

" If the febrile excitement be fcch as to require antimonial preparations, a pill containing l
" or 3 grains of James's Powder (prepared by Newbery) (hould be taken at intervals according
" to circumftances."

In writing toMeÃ-Trs.Newbery, he made the following ftatement:â€”
" I wiih that your preparation was always ufed."

To fecure the difpenfing of the original preparation, which, for 114 years,
has been fold by the houfe of Newbery and Sons, in St. Paul's Churchyard, it
is neceffary to prefcribe it as "PULVIS JACOBI VER., NEWBERY'S,"
otherwife another article (wanting in the belt properties, and recommended to
be given in a different code of dole, though called by the fame name') may be

fubltituted for the original medicine.
This fubftitution muft bring diiappointment, and of courfe deter Practitioners

from prefcribing Dr. James's Powder, or lead them to regard it as a preparation

on which no dependence can be placed.
FRANCIS NEWBERY AND SONS.

45, St. PauFs Churchyard, London.

Prices for Difpenfing Â£oz. Bottle, 3*. 4^; i oz. 9;. Ufual Difcoum

PLEASE TO PRESCRIBE IT ASPULVIS JACOBIVER., NEWBERY'S.
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