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STRUGGLE FOR 
THE CITY 
Migrant Labor, Capital 
and the State in Urban Africa 
edited by FREDERICK COOPER, Department of History, 

University of Michigan 
What happened when African state and capitalist entities—oriented 
toward controlling the lives of urban laborers—confronted streams of 
urban migrants bent on shaping the patterns of their own lives? 
Neither Marxist hypotheses nor traditional theories of urbanization 
adequately describe the struggle: the urban establishment trying to 
incorporate workers into an existing hierarchy and regulate all 
aspects of their lives, the migrant workers taking paths of resistance 
ranging from political action, strikes, and squatter towns to under­
ground economies. In this volume of original essays, edited by Hersko-
vitz Award winner Frederick Cooper, authors explore the tumult 
underlying African urban development. . . and its implications for 
today. 
"This book explores the ways in which the imperatives of capitalist 
production shape social processes, and the limits of those ways as well. It 
is a book about struggle, not so much the dramatic confrontations of 
strikes, riots, and revolt, but the daily struggles over the details of life in 
the workplace, the marketplace, and the residence, and it examines the 
ways these small struggles affected large and elusive questions—the 
transformation of ideology and culture, the forging of vast spatial 
systems in which people carried out their efforts at survival, advance-
ment, and struggle." _ f r Q m ^ ^ ^ ^ I n t r o d u c t i o n 

Sage Series on African Modernization and Development, Volume 8 
1983 (September) / 320 pages / $29.95 (h) 
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edited by JORGE I. DOMÍNGUEZ, Harvard University 
• Written under the auspices of the Center for International Affairs, 

Harvard University • 
As U.S. attention to Caribbean affairs has mounted, Cuba's domestic 
policies and foreign policy behavior have emerged as key focal points 
of debate. In this volume, five distinguished scholars address the 
paradoxes that have made Cuba internationally feared, admired, 
attacked, and defended—to an extent far out of proportion to its power 
in world affairs. 
Domínguez opens with a lucid survey of contemporary Cuban history, 
society, and politics, casting new light on the evolution of Castro's 
revolutionary regime. Other contributors examine such domestic 
issues as the foreseeable results of the current five-year plan, and the 
relative effects of different social, technological, and ideological con­
straints on the mass media. In the foreign policy arena, the prospects 
for further Cuban activism in the Third World are explored, along 
with potential American strategies for changing Cuba's foreign poli­
cies and behavior. As an authoritative overview of Cuba's 
domestic challenges and role in international affairs, this col­
lection represents the definitive guide to contemporary Cuba. 
CONTENTS: Introduction JORGE I. DOMÍNGUEZ // 1. Revolutionary Poli­
tics: The New Demands for Orderliness JORGE I. DOMÍNGUEZ / 2. The Mass 
Media: Their Functions in Social Conflict JOHN SPICER NICHOLS / 3. The 
Economy: Caution, Frugality, and Resilient Ideology CARMELO MESA-
LAGO/4. Foreign Policy: The Limits of Success WILLIAM M.LEOGRANDE/ 
5. U.S. Policy: Objectives and Options EDWARD GONZALEZ // Index 
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