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We present the status of the Yale/San Juan Southern Proper Motion 
program (SPM) which is the southern hemisphere extension of the Lick 
Observatory Northern Proper Motion program with respect to faint galaxies 
(Platais et al, 1993). To date, measurements and reductions in the South 
Galactic Pole region comprising « 1000 square-degrees on the sky have been 
finished. At this stage of the SPM program particular attention has been 
paid to the plate model choice along with an assessment of and accounting 
for systematic errors. For our establishing of a secondary reference frame we 
have noticed the presence of a potentially dangerous effect, so-called field-
independent coma which is caused by lens decentering. We acknowledge the 
superb Hipparcos preliminary positions without which such analysis would 
be virtually impossible. The SPM data at the SGP region have also been 
used to constrain a multi-component Galaxy model. First results of this 
analysis are presented. 
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