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We learned recently that Michael Hanagan (Professor of History at Vassar, now
Emeritus), our longest serving member, is retiring from the ILWCH Editorial
Board. Mike was a participant in the journal’s earliest years and has been
among its most active contributors––a quick count lists almost thirty essays,
book reviews, oral interviews, and contributions to our “Controversy” issues
and round tables. The topics show an amazing range: nineteenth-century
French artisans, the French state and labor, working-class formation, European
welfare policies and household strategies, socialist parties, the new migration
history, transnational labor trends and globalization. Mike’s many books and
edited collections are, of course, well known to labor historians. From Nascent
Proletarians (1989) to his most recent works, Contention and Trust in Cities and
States (2011, with Chris Tilly) and the co-authored Global Connections: Politics,
Exchange, and Social Life in World History (2015), Mike’s writings are prodi-
giously researched, ambitious in scope, and full of astute insights; they also exem-
plify the richness and constantly evolving character of labor history. We thank
him for years of devoted service and wish him all the best in retirement; we
will miss his observations and thoughtful engagement in our editorial meetings.
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