
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE
AT • meeting of the Bureau held in London on September 19th lait, at which Professor Labouret
was present, it was unanimously decided to carry on the work of the Institute during the war as far
as circumstances permitted. Sir Humphrey Leggett and Dr. J. H. Oldham, who could not be
present, are in full accord with this decision; and we believe it will commend itself to our members.

It seems to us important that public interest in the welfare of the African peoples should not be
'blacked out' by a too exclusive concentration on events in Europe. Whatever happens elsewhere,
the life of Africa must go on, officials must continue their task of administration and missionaries
their work of education and enlightenment, and we are convinced that the Governments which have
accepted responsibilities in Africa will not wish the war to put a stop to the various efforts at the
social progress of its peoples which they have initiated in years of peace. We think, therefore, that
the work of the Institute will be at least as important during the war as it was in peace, and that it
should continue as far as possible to promote the study of Africa and its peoples and keep alive an
interest in its problems in all countries. Science knows no frontiers, and we believe it to be possible,
whatever our individual feelings about the war may be, to maintain the activities of the Institute on a
strictly neutral basis. We feel sure that all its members, whatever their nationality, would wish the
Institute to go on doing all it can do for science and for Africa.

It is proposed to continue the publication of Africa on a somewhat reduced scale and with some
omissions that cannot be made good, and to publish, if possible, those books by our Fellows which
are ready, or virtually ready, for publication. We shall above all do our best to maintain the personal
contacts between members of die Institute in different countries on which its efficiency and sense of
common purpose so largely depend.

But if the Institute is to continue to serve Africa in war as in peace, it must maintain its financial
resources. The work we hope to do will be clearly impossible unless our members go on helping us
to do it. We therefore make a strong appeal to all our members not to cancel or reduce their subscrip-
tions. If the Institute is obliged to close its doors now for lack of financial support, it may not be
easy to re-open them, and we are firmly convinced that the need for an international institution for
the study of African society will be no less urgent—it may well be more urgent—at the end of the
war than it WBS before it.

The addresses of the London and Paris offices of the Institute remain unchanged and correspon-
dence regarding the work will be welcomed as heretofore.
2 October, 1939. LUGARD, Chairman of the Executive Council.

AUX MEMBRES DE LTNSTTTUT
NOTHE Bureau s'est reuni a Londres le 19 septembre. Lc Professeur Labouret avait pu repondre a
notre convocation. Par centre Sir Humphrey Leggett et le Dr Oldham, empeches, n'ont pu prendre
part k cette deliberation, mais its se sont declares depuis en complet accord avec nous au sujet des
decisions qui ont iti arre'tees.

Lea membres du Bureau ont exprime1 une opinion unanime sur les points suiyants. Les evene-
ments qui se de'roujent en Europe ne sauraient accaparer exclusivement Inattention du public et la
detourner des activites auxquellea l'lnstitut s'est consacre' depuU sa creation, notamment en ce qui
conceme l'etude de 1'Afrique ct de ses habitants, en vue d'accroitre le bien-Ctre materiel et moral
de ceux-ci. Quoi qu'il arrive ce pays continue™ a vivre, les administrateurs y poursuivront leur
tfche et les missionnaires leur oeuvrc d'enseignement et d'etlucation. Les gouveraements respon-
sables, nous en sommes convaincus, n'entendent pas que la guerre mette un terme a. la politique de
progres social si heureusement inauguree au cours des annees de paix pour le bien des indigenes.
C'est pourquoi nous estimons que I'oeuvre de I'lnstitut reste au moins aussi importante durant la
crise presente que pendant la pe'riode de calme qui I'a priddie. Elle doit done etre poursuivie
autant qu'il se pourra, en vue d encourager et de soutenir 1'e'tude de ce continent et des peuples qui
y vivent; dans le but aussi de maintenir toujoura plus vif l'interit que les divers pays attachent aux
problemes qu'ils soulevent. La science ne connalt pas de frontieres, c'est pourquoi nous estimons
qu'en d«Spit des sentiments personnels que nous eprouvons a l'e'gard du conflit actuel, il est possible
de continuer notre action en la placant sur une base sti'iilenient neutre. Nous sommes convaincus
que tous nos collegues, a_ quelque nationality qu'ils appartiennent, souhaiteront avec nous que
I Institut fasse tout-ce qu'il pourra pour la science et pour 1'Afrique.

Nous nous proposonB done de proc&ier a la publication d Africa sous une forme requite et
malheureusement avec quelques Iacunes impossibles a combler pour le moment. D'autre part nous
Iditerons les travoux de nos boursiers qui sont deja pr£ts a etre imprimes. Enfin nous ferons de
notre mieux pour garder le contact avec les membres de I'lnstitut appartenant aux difMrents pays
dont dependent si largement notre utility et notre collaboration efficace.

Mais pour que I'lnstitut puisse servir les intertts de PAfrique dans la paix et dans la guerre, il
irnporte qu'il dispose de ressources financieres convenablea. L'ecuvre que nous esperons mener a
bien serait evidemment impossible si nos membres ne venaient pas a notre aide. C'est pourquoi
nous adressons un pressant appei a tous nos collegues pour les prier mstamment de ne pas supprhner
ou rfduire lews contribution*. Si le manque de fonds nous oblige a fermer les portes de nos bureaux,
|1 sera certainement trta difficile de les rouvrir plus tard. Et cependant 1'imperieux besoin d'unr
institution internationale consacree a, l'itude des sociites africaines ne se fera pas sentir avec moins
de force dans I'arenir que dans le passt.

Les •dresses des Bureaux de Londres et de Paris ne sont p u modifies*-. La correspondence y sera
toujours accurillie avec le mime plaisir.
le » octobrt, 1939. LUGARD, President du Conteil Exicutif.
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New publications

AKIGA'S STORY
The Tiv Tribe as seen by one of its Members.

By RUPERT EAST. 21s. net.

I The Tiv are a primitive African tribe, numbering over half a million, whose
country was first penetrated by white men only thirty years ago. Akiga, the
first of his people to go to school, has made it his life's work to record
their history and traditions.

LAND, LABOUR AND DIET IN NORTHERN
RHODESIA

An Economic Study of the Bemba Tribe.
By AUDREY I. RICHARDS. 30s. net.

A description of the food and drink of an African people, of their crude
dietetic theories, their methods of child-feeding, their cooking, storing, and
budgeting difficulties, their daily meals and occasional feasts, and their rules
for distributing supplies/The author spentthrt-e years in this part of Northern
Rhodesia, where she collected material on a hitherto neglected aspect of life.

/ :orthcon::ng publication

AFRICAN POLITICAL SYSTEMS
Edited by M. FORTES and E. E. EVANS-PRITCHARD

Right African political systems, typical of A large range of African societies,
are described in this book. The general principles emerging from a com-
parison of them are elucidated in the liditors' Introduction, and the signifi-
cance of these researches for the theory of primitive government is discuued
in a Preface by Professor A. R. Radcliffe-rirown. As the first comparative
study of African political institutions by a team of skilled investigators this
book will be of the greatest value both to anthropologists and to admini-
strators, li will be of equal interest to students of liuropcan political
institutions, who will lind it stimulating to discover what 'democracy',
'autocracy', 'sovereignty', 'anarchy', and s.o forth signify in primitive society.
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