
swear against theirs with the Oath of Abjuration. This is a theme to which Gregory returns in
the final chapter, as well as the admittedly fringe activities of the Catholic Blackloist group,
who were strongly influenced by the thinking of Thomas Hobbes.

In the fourth chapter, Gregory outlines how the ambiguities of the period allowed Catholics
to devise strategies for their petitions to compound. For Gregory, the Catholic experience
matches that of the wider population: they were not singled out for special treatment but,
like others, faced delays, official corruption, and incompetence, exacerbated by the ongoing
centralizing process. Admittedly, Catholics could be charged with more crimes, such as recu-
sancy, and they could be forced to sell all their property to raise the huge amounts of money
required. Yet they still found room for maneuver, whether by exploiting the fact that they
might hold property in different localities, or the authorities’ difficulty in working out
whether a Catholic had been actively royalist or had simply sought protection in a royalist
stronghold from anti-Catholic hostility and persecution, as a number claimed.

Gregory expands upon this exploitation of legal loopholes in the fifth chapter, showing that
the role of networks was vital for Catholic survival. They relied on Protestant allies, their
neighbors, and class solidarity, as well as kinship circles for assistance when they entered the
byzantine systems involved in the sequestration process. It is interesting to note how such
an approach represents a continuity from local Catholic approaches to the more active perse-
cution of earlier decades, particularly the latter years of Queen Elizabeth’s reign.

To her credit, Gregory recognizes in the book some research paths not traveled. She is right
that it would be a hugely worthwhile research topic to explore how sequestration was imple-
mented against Catholics in the colonies. Unquestionably, the material Gregory has consulted
is complex and obviously would have taken a lot of time to wade through, but it would have
been interesting to see how the likes of the barons Petre of Writtle fit in with her thesis, their
experience having been first investigated by Christopher Clay in one of those local publications
mentioned earlier: How did the eventuality of wardship complicate Catholic efforts to stop the
breakup of their estates, and, in the case of the Petres, how much of a role could even
high-ranking Catholic familial networks have to play?

Overall, Gregory succeeds in explaining the intricacies of a complex financial system that
was constantly shifting, convincing with her argument that as sequestration evolved, so did
Catholic efforts to protect their estates. In short, English Catholics sought to negotiate the
turmoil of the period, social and kinship networks playing a vital role in deciding how success-
ful they were in their efforts. Importantly, on a wider scale, Gregory plugs the Catholic
experience back into the general narrative and opens the door to future research in the area.

James E. Kelly
Durham University
james.kelly3@durham.ac.uk

ANDREW HADFIELD. John Donne: In the Shadow of Religion. London: Reaktion Books, 2021.
Pp. 256. $22.50 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2022.202

Andrew Hadfield’s John Donne: In the Shadow of Religion is an accessible introduction to
Donne, geared chiefly to interested lay readers and nonspecialists. Hadfield, the author of a
magisterial biography of Edmund Spenser, notes in his preface that this book, by contrast,
is not intended as a biography of Donne (11). Rather, his hope is to enhance a reader’s enjoy-
ment of Donne’s works through a series of meditations on important themes, contexts, and
aspects of the writer and his times. With chapters titled “The Soul and the Self,” “Religion,”
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“Sexuality,” “Marriage,” “Learning,” and “Friendship,” Hadfield does a nice job of highlight-
ing these key issues across a range of Donne’s works. In addition to Donne’s poetry, Hadfield
devotes considerable attention to his polemical prose, including works such as Biathanatos that
rarely get discussed even by scholars. He thus moves confidently across most of the body of
Donne’s work (his devotional prose gets strangely short shrift), teasing out connections
among them.

Despite the book’s subtitle, “In the Shadow of Religion,”Donne’s religious identity and the
larger religious context of his works mostly drop out of view after the first two chapters. This is
not exactly a weakness: in the later chapters Hadfield continues to focus on important themes
and topics in Donne’s life and works. But the shift does highlight the fact that the book is not
argument-driven. Hadfield’s chief goal seems to be to reframe Donne for an audience that he
imagines to be most familiar with Donne’s erotic verse—perhaps from a few weeks’ exposure
in a college classroom?—by bringing in new contexts, including the vast scholarship on Donne
and religion. Another implicit motive seems to be to ameliorate the caddish impression the
speaker of some of those poems may have left on his readers; as Hadfield says at the outset,
“read as a poet of sexuality, [Donne] undoubtedly looks outdated, perhaps even offensive”
(9). Unfortunately, in addition to fleshing out Donne’s complexity by introducing nonspecial-
ists to Donne’s prose and nonerotic verse, Hadfield spends a great deal of time defending
Donne against these imagined offended readers, insisting that Donne did not really mean
his misogynistic poems—he was just following the poetic conventions of his day—and that
most of his seduction poems were probably written for his wife, Ann More. Although a few
of Donne’s love poems can indeed be dated with reasonable confidence to the period after
his marriage, Hadfield is eager to redeem more than just these few works. Of “The Flea,”
he says that, although it is usually presumed to reflect “the lecherous and witty young Jack
Donne at his most rampant,” in fact “the voice in the poem is . . . more subtle, witty and per-
sonal than has often been realized, which suggests that it was written after rather than before
his marriage to Ann” (118). If it is surprising to hear that the subtlety and wit of “The Flea”
have gone previously unremarked, it is even more surprising to be told that only a poem
written to Donne’s wife could have brought forth these qualities.

As a frequent teacher of Donne, this reader sympathizes with Hadfield’s desire to redeem
Donne and expand the contexts in which casual readers encounter him. But in addition to
the sheer tendentiousness of arguments such as the above, softening or domesticating
Donne does not seem like the way to win him new fans. In this teacher’s experience,
twenty-first-century undergraduates continue to be fascinated by Donne’s erotic verse, albeit
in a less naïve way than their predecessors may have been; they can enjoy the outrageous
wit while freely identifying the shame, anxiety, and misogyny that often undergird that wit.
Given the excellent contextualizing that Hadfield provides in many parts of this book—his
treatment of Pseudo-Martyr and Biathanatos will be of particular use to nonspecialists—it is
disappointing to see so much wild biographical speculation sprinkled throughout.

The strengths of John Donne: In the Shadow of Religion are Hadfield’s lucid prose, his interest
in a wide range of Donne’s works, and his careful selection of topics and themes of importance
in Donne’s life and works. It is not written for Donne scholars and it is not quite an introduc-
tion for true beginners, but it may find a receptive audience among those who already have
some familiarity with Donne and his works. Readers should not expect a deep look at
Donne and religion, and they will want to approach the biographical interpretations with
appropriate skepticism. All the same, casual Donne enthusiasts will surely learn new and
useful things about both the man and the world he lived in.

Brooke Conti
Cleveland State University
b.conti@csuohio.edu
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