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by any who read this book. Having met these men we can better
appreciate the fact that reparation is not a side-line of excited spiritual-
ity, it is not a question of sentiment, but of dogma, not showy excess,
but prudent generosity. We realise that every Christian ought to be a
saviour, and that a Christian disinterested in the redemption of the
world is a contradiction. Fr Plus finishes with a plea for souls who will
care for invalids, and more especially for the mentally afflicted.

SIDNEY F. BREEN

ENCHIRIDION DE STATIBUS PERFECTIONIS. Documenta Ecclesiae Sodalibus
Instituendis. (pp. lxix, 651; Vatican Press, Rome, 1949; n.p.)
This work is the first volume of the Collectanea Sacrae Congregationis

de Religiosis. The compilation has been undertaken by a special com-
mission within the Sacred Congregation for Religious. It consists of
ecclesiastical records through the centuries which have a bearing on the
instruction and training of young men for the religious life. It should
be invaluable for Masters of Novices, and other superiors who have
charge of young religious, and also for the students themselves. Docu-
ments have been selected because of their relevance to religious discip-
line, mainly in Latin sources, though some have been found among
Oriental texts. To keep the volume within reasonable dimensions, the
chosen texts have generally been abridged. Some of the more important
ones are given in full. They are placed in chronological order. The main
sources which have been drawn on are, Holy Scripture, the Roman
Pontiffs, General and Particular Councils, the Sacred Congregations.
There are full indices and references to the Codex of Canon Law,
which render the work a most useful reference book, particularly when
die more primary sources are not available in more vast collections.

AMBROSE FARREIX, O.P.

NON-CHRISTIAN

THE REAL TRIPITAKA AND OTHER PIECES. By Arthur Waley. (Allen and
Unwin; 18s.)
One wonders what St Cuthbert, as he waged his hidden spiritual

warfare on the bird-haunted islands of Fame, would have thought,
could he have known that during those very years a Chinese monk
struggled with the phantom riders of the desert on a prodigious journey
{o collect Buddhist scriptures from the teeming monasteries of India.
Perhaps, with the insight of the pure in heart, it would have presented
"itti with no problems. The 'real' Tripitaka, Hsuan-tsang, is as colour-
ful as the character of fiction which Wu Ch'eng-en built round him in
his novel Monkey, and the modern reader, should the comparison occur
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to him, will be quick to assess the circumstantial and ideological dif-
ferences between a Buddhist of the Mahayana school and a Christian
hermit in the Celtic tradition. What may perhaps escape him is how
much more they have in common with each other than the detached
twentieth-century observer has with either. There is a fundamental
integrity about their pursuit of spiritual things which puts us to shame.

No serious student of oriental religions can afford to ignore Mr
Waley's volume which, while written as he modestly says for the
general reader, is prepared with that critical care to which a lifetime of
scholarly but never dryly academic work has accustomed us. Among
the stories in the latter half of the book—which includes a reprint of the
brilliant and terrifying Mrs White—one may notice the dramatic
triumph of San Sebastian, a symbolic tale of Japan's 'Christian period'
by Akutagawa, as being of special interest to Catholics.

A.S.

HAFIZ OF SHIRAZ: THIRTY POEMS. Translated by Peter Avery and John
Heath-Stubbs.(John Murray; 4s. 6d.)
This book appears in the Wisdom of the East series, but it is a book

for lovers of poetry rather than for those who are looking for spiritual
wisdom. The translators in an admirable preface suggest that the poems
have three levels of significance, three senses, which one might describe
briefly as the courtly, the sensual and the spiritual. The analogy with,
for instance, St John of the Cross is here misleading, for in his poetry
the sensual is only imagery; in Hafiz one is less certain. But the transla-
tions themselves are very attractive; the mind quickly becomes attuned
to the conversational style and the colloquialisms, which the translators
justify by recent scholarship; and the explanation of their 'circular' con-
struction, worked out by the detailed analysis of one particular poem,
is interesting and helpful.

B.W.

Is GOD IN HISTORY ? An enquiry into Human and Prehuman History
in Terms of the Doctrine of Creation, Pall and Redemption. By
Gerald Heard. (Faber and Faber; 15s.)
Mr Gerald Heard, who has already published some thirty religious

books since 1924, now gives us a sequel to the essay in Natural The-
ology called Is God Evident; which he wrote three years ago. Although
by no means always easy to follow, Mr Heard's writings have attracted
much attention, perhaps even more in the United States than in this
country. It was there that he made what proved to be an unsuccessful
experiment in founding the inter-denominational contemplative com-
munity described by Mr C. F. Kelley (in Pax, Autumn 1949), and where


