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Notes and News
Ulnstitut d'Etudes Centrafricaines
L'INSTITUT est l'organisme local des recherches scientifiques en Afrique fiquatoriale
Francaise. Ses objectifs generaux sont:

Susciter et co-ordonner les travaux scientifiques de toute nature se rapportant a l'Afrique
Centrale; proceder a la constitution d'archives, de bibliotheques et de collections scienti-
fiques; assurer la publication des etudes et des travaux scientifiques.

Plusieurs travaux ont deja ete realises dans les champs d'oceanographie, d'entomologie
medicale, de biologie vegetale, de prehistoire, d'ethnologie musicale. En outre l'Institut a
organise les etudes de geographie humaine, en particulier en matiere des problemes demo-
graphiques au Gabon et au Moyen-Congo; l'exode rural et les problemes poses par le
developpement des centres urbains; la fixation au sol, et l'organisation d'un paysannat dans
la vallee du Niari (Moyen-Congo). La section de sociologie et psychologie sociale, qui fait
suite a l'ancien Centre des fitudes Ethnologiques cree par Felix Eboue, a organise des
enquetes sur les populations detribalisees de Poto-Poto et Bacongo et sur les tribus Balali-
Bassoundi. Un programme d'urgence a ete etabli: (a) fitude des transformations de l'organi-
sation sociale et leurs incidences politiques. (b) Reorganisation du village, du canton en
tenant compte des indications sociologiques et economiques. (c) Les centres urbains: niveau
de vie, classes sociales, vie politique. (</) Enquetes psychologiques (voir p. 4).

L'Institut d'Etudes Centrafricaines est en relation avec les Instituts similaires des autres
territoires (I.F.A.N., Institut de Recherches de Madagascar, Institut Inter-colonial de
Recherches d'Adiopodoume). La centralisation s'effectue a Paris, au niveau de l'Office de
la Recherche Scientifique Outre-Mer.

Inquiry into African Marriage
THE Rev. Lyndon Harries, one of the team of investigators engaged on this inquiry under the
direction of the International African Institute and the International Missionary Council, has
recently returned from East and Central Africa where he has been having useful discussions
with a number of mission experts on points relevant to the inquiry. At Livingstone, in
addition to conferences with the Roman Catholic Bishop and with the Swiss Missionaries,
he was able to study the archives at the Church Missionary Society Headquarters as well as
material in the files of the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute. At Salisbury he discussed with the
Minister for Native Affairs the recent Native Marriages Bill, and also had an opportunity
of hearing the views of various missionary bodies regarding the Bill. At Nairobi he addressed
a meeting of the heads of missions on the scope and progress of the inquiry. In Mombasa he
was able to meet the Most Reverend Archbishop Mathew, who has already shown a keen
interest in the inquiry and has been active in making available information concerning the
practice of Roman Catholic missions with regard to African marriages. Facilities are being
provided under this research scheme for Mr. Lyndon Harries to visit the United States to
consult records of Missionary organizations and confer with American experts.

Prohibition of Polygamy in the Belgian Congo
AN important step has recently been taken in relation to African marriage in the Belgian
Congo by the publication of a Decree, bearing the date 4 April 1950, aimed at the suppression
of polygamy.
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