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Wisdom from the Nile

A Collection of Folk-Stories from Northern and Central Sudan

Edited by Ahmed Al-Shahi and F. C. T. Moore

The riverain peoples of Northern Sudan possess an extremely rich oral tradition
of story-telling. This volume is a selection of the tales collected by the authors
and translated from the original Arabic. There is a substantial introduction

which sets the stories in their cultural and social context, and offers a systematic
account of their principal themes. The book is of particular interest since, in

the Sudan, as in many places, the traditions of oral story-telling are rapidly
disappearing with the spread of literacy. £10

Shona Praise Poetry

Edited by Aaron C. Hodza and George Fortune

The Shona people of Rhodesia have a rich and ancient tradition that expresses
itself most freely in its oral literature, The poems in this volume have been

collected by Mr. Hodza, himself a Shona, and edited and translated by Mr.
Fortune, who also wrote the introduction. £16

There Was a Certain Man
Spoken Art of the Fipa

Translated and edited by Roy Willis

This important addition to the series presents the oral tradition of the Fipa of
Tanzania. It provides insight into the thought and values of an African people
who retain much of their traditional culture, Certain more unusual forms

of ‘spoken art’ are recorded and discussed, notably greetings and ‘formal
communications’, as well as stories and proverbs, and an introduction based

on much original material places them in their social and cultural context, £6.50
paper covers £4.50
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$21.00/two years
$30.00/three years
Add $1.00 per year for orders out-
. side the USA. For alrmail delivery .
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The Southern Kikuyu
before 1903

L. S. B. Leakey

Volume | 1977, xxiv+584pp., £16.00/$31.256 0.12.439901.0
Volume Il 1977, xxiv--556pp.. £15.50/$30.35 0.12.439902.9
Volume i1 1977, xiv+444pp.. £15.00/$29.35 0.12.439903.7

One of the often unnoticed tragedies of an era of technological advance
and improving communications is the passing from living memory of
customs, languages and beliefs as small insular pockets of culture are
overtaken by the sweep of ‘civilization’.

This impressive book is a complete record of the ways of the Kikuyu
people, before and during the period of European influence which
accompanied road and railway building and political and economic
changes in the late 1gth century. It is the major anthropological achieve-
ment of the late L.S.B. Leakey, and the culmination of his life-long study
of the people among whom he was born and raised. Written in the
graceful, readable style characteristic of scholarship in the thirties, it
draws on the memories of the Elders whose confidant Dr. Leakey became.
A once rich source of tradition and culture, passed on intact from genera-
tion to generation, was in danger of drying up without trace — this
study, revised and published only now, some forty years after it was first
undertaken, will secure this fascinating collection of information for
posterity, now that the last inheritors of the old Kikuyu way of life

are dead.

Thanks to Dr. Leakey, and to the collaborators who worked on the
manuscript after his death, the Kikuyu mores have been set down —

from descriptions of the daily activities of the people, digging, planting,
harvesting, care of animals, trading, marriage, tribal raiding, dancing
and lawgiving, to the customs connected with sex, clothing and food,

and the details of ceremonies linked with rites de passage, religious beliefs,
magic and medicine. It is a picture of a successful self-regulating com-
munity, in which a strict set of rules and punishments established order
and enabled the tribe to survive within its environment.

The autonomy of tribal life all over the world is now being eroded, for
better or worse. But this well-rounded study, intricate in its mass of detail,
yet straightforward in approach, seeks to make no assertions or comparisons
with other cultures, It will thus be an important unbiased primary source
for social anthropologists, ethnologists and social scientists, as well as
being of great value to all those interested in Africa and its history.

Academic Press
London New York San Francisco

A Subsidiary of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers
24-28 Oval Road, London NW1, England

111 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003, USA
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions to the Journal are welcomed. They may be submitted in
either English or French. They should not exceed about 60ooo words
(excluding footnotes), except with the prior approval of the Editors. A
summary of the contents of the article, not exceeding about 300 words in
length, should be attached on a separate sheet. Contributors are asked to
observe closely the conventions listed in the Notes for Contributors,
Vol. XV, pp. 173-4. It is essential that contributors observe these con-
ventions, as the Journal now goes straight into page proof. This severely
limits the number of corrections which are possible.

Page proofs will be sent, if necessary by airmail, to each contributor
(or his nominee) provided that the Editors have been given an address
through which he can be reached without delay. Corrections should be
kept to the minimum, and should be corrections, not new material. If
they are to be incorporated in the master proof corrected by the Editors,
it is important that the contributor should return the page proofs, by
airmail if necessary, to the Editor named when they are sent out (and not
to the Cambridge University Press), within ten days of his receipt of
them.

Contributors of articles and review articles receive 25 free offprints.
Additional offprints may be obtained at reasonable cost, provided that
they are ordered before publication on the special form sent out with the
page proofs.

All contributions and books for review should be addressed to The
Editors, The Journal of African History, School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London, London, W.C.1.

SHORTER NOTICES

Le Périple d’Hannon|The Periplus of Hanno. By Jacques Ramin (P. E. H. HAIR), 305; The
Coral Buildings of Suakim. By Jean-Pierre Greenlaw (P. S. GARLAKE), 305; Libération
d’Esclaves et Nouvelle Servitude. By Frangois Renault (ROGER ANSTEY), 306; The United
States Erpmma in South Africa 1784-1870. By Alan R. Booth (JouN WRIGHT), 307;
Racism and Empire: White Settlers and Coloured Immigrants in the British Self-Governing
Colonies 1830~1910. By Robert A. Huttenback (JoHN WRIGHT), 308 ; Education for Freedom :

A History of Lincoln Uuniversity, Pennsylvania. By Horace Mann Bond (IAN DUFFIELD), 309 ;
Satnts and Politicians : Essays in the Organization of a Senegalese Peasant Society. By Donal B.
Cruise O'Brien (Lucy E. CREEVEY), 309; African Politics in South Africa, 1664-1974: Parties
and Issues. By D. A. Kotze (SHULA MAm\s) 310; Le Congo: Formation Sociale et Mode de
Développement Economique. By H. Bertrand (BoGuMiL JEwsIEWICKI), 311; Guinea-Bissau
and Cape 1erde Islands: 1 Comprehensive Bibliography. By Joseph M, McCarthy (RicHARD
Pounn), 312: The Economic History of Tropical Africa, Vol. I: The Pre-Colonial Period;
Fol. I1: The Colonial Period. Lidited by Z. A, and J. M. Konczacki (A.G.H.), 313; African
Social Studies: 1 Radical Reader. Iidited by Peter C. W. Gutkind and Peter Waterman
(ARG IS Maal

Books NoT REVIEWED 315
Booxks REcEIveED 317

https://doi.org/10.1017/50021853700027560 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853700027560

JOURNAL OF AFRICAN HISTORY, VOLUME XIX, NO. 2

CONTENTS

I New Light on Early Food Production in the Central Sudan
By LecH KRrzyaniak (Archaeological Museum, Poznan) 159

ITI The Role of the Wangara in the Economic Transformation of the
Central Sudan in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries

By PauL Lovejoy (York University, Toronto) 7
III The Torodbe Clerisy: A Social View

By Joun RaLpn WiLLis (Princeton University) 195
IV Price Fluctuations in the Early Palm Oil Trade

By A. J. H. Latnam (University College of Swansea) 213

V Factions and Fissions: Transvaal/Swazi Politics in the Mid-
Nineteenth Century

By PHiLiP BoNNER (University of the Witwatersrand) 219
VI ‘Tawant, Machambero!’: Forced Cotton and Rice Growing on the

Zambezi

By Leroy VaIL and Lanpec WHITE (University of Zambia) 239

REVIEW ARTICLE
The Economics of Colonialism in Africa
By DoucLas Rimmer (C.W.A.S., University of Birmingham) 265

Books REVIEWED
The Cambridge History of Africa, Volume 5: c. 1790 to c. 1870. Edited by John Flint
(MARTIN A. KLEIN), 275; Where Hunters Gathered: A Study of Holocene Stone Age
People in the Eastern Cape. By H. ]J. Deacon (R. R. INskeer), 278; The Non-Semjtic
Languages of Ethiopia. Edited by M. Lionel Bender (NEAL SoBANI1A), 279; Ethnohistorical
Studies on the Kru Coast. By Ronald W. Davis (Jo MaRrY SuLLivaN), 280; Kraal and
Castle: Khoikhoi and the Founding of White South Africa. By Richard Elphick. 4 Voyage
to the Cape of Good Hope, etc. By Anders Sparrman, edited by V. S, Forbes (RoBerT
Ross), 282; Chiefs and Clerics: Abdul Bokar Kan and Futa Toro 1853-1891. By David
Robinson (JouN RaLpH WiLLIS), 284; Warfare in the Sokoto Caliphate: Historical and
Sociological Perspectives. By Joseph P. Smaldone (ROBERT SmiTH), 285; An Ecomomic
History of Kenya and Uganda, 1800-1970. By R. M. A. van Zwanenberg, with Anne
King (JouN LoNSDALE), 287; Traditional Ideology and Ethics among the Southern Luo. By
A. B. C. Ocholla-Ayayo (AYLWARD SHORTER), 289; Deep Mende: Religious Interactions
in a Changing African Rural Society. By Darrell Reeck (HuMPHREY J. FIsHER), 290,
Pilgrims in a Strange Land: Hausa Communities in Chad. By John A. Works, Jnr (J. S
BIRKS), 291; El Colomialismo Hispanofrances en Marruecos (1898-1927). By Vmor Momles
Lezcano (E. G. H. JorFR), 293; Abd el-Krim et la République du Rif: Actes du Collogue
International d’Etudes Historiques et Sociologiques, 18-20 Yanvier 1973. Edited by René
Gallissot (B. G. MARTIN), 295; Mathu of Kenya: A Political Study. By Jack R. Roelker
(KeNNETH J. KING), 297; Civil-Military Relations in Sierra Leone: A Case Study of
African Soldiers in Politics. By Thomas S. Cox. Politics in Liberia: The Conservative Road
to Development. By Martin Lowenkopf. Liberia and Sierra Leone: An Essay in Comparative
Politics. By Christopher Clapham (JoHN CARTWRIGHT), 298; La Guinée sans la France.
By Sylvia-Soriba Camara (R. W. JOHNSON), 300; Southern Rhodesia’s Independence
Struggle: The Role of Immigrants and Investors. By Lucretia L. Ilsley (IAN HENDERSON),
The Development of an African Working Class: Studies in Class Formation and Action.
%ditcd by Richard Sandbrock and Robin Cohen (A.G.H.), 303.

[Contents continued at foot of inside back cover.

© Cambridge University Press 1978

Printed in Great Britain at the University Press, Aberdeen
https://doi.org/10.1017/50021853700027560 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853700027560

