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D. Labelle

DMITRII BLAGOEV IN RUSSIA:
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL LETTER?

A letter from Dmitrii Blagoev, Bulgarian Social Democrat and later
leader of the Communist Party of Bulgaria, has been preserved in the
archive of A. N. Potresov at the International Institute of Social
History in Amsterdam. In reply to an inquiry from D. Kol’tsov,? who
was preparing a Russian edition of Alphonse Thun’s well-known
history of the Russian revolutionary movement, Blagoev wrote twelve
pages describing his activity in 1883-85 as a member of the first
significant Social Democratic circle in Russia. Kol’tsov published
extracts from the letter in his edition of Thun,? including the Social
Democratic program which Blagoev had published in Bulgaria sub-
sequent to his expulsion from Russia in 1885. Kol’tsov’s pen, however,
struck out some of the more interesting biographical passages, and
corrected Blagoev’s good, if somewhat erratic Russian. It is parti-
cularly interesting to note Blagoev’s references to the intellectual
bases for a socialist Weltanschanung in the middle 1880’s: Lassalle,
Lavrov and Chernyshevskii appear beside Marx in the posts of honor.
No less interesting is the question which Blagoev raised in this
letter — whether the lack of clarity of Socialist views in 1885 was
connected in any way with the tise of Economism among workers
and socialist intellectuals in the Russian capital during the closing
years of the last century. Literature on the Blagoev circle is not
lacking,* but there is a shortage of sound studies on the relationships
between Marxism and indigenous Russian political philosophies
between 1880 and 1895.

IIMCbMO J. BAATOEBA - 4. KOABLIOBY
Codus, 1903 r. 23/1

Joporoit Tosapuiy,
Bame mucemo or 10 gexabps 1902 r. moayumn gasso. Becsma
MAACI0, UTO He MOr oTBeTuTh Bam pansme. Ilpuuuna tomy Heot-

! The research work necessaty for the editing of this document was made possible by a
Foreign Areas Training Fellowship Grant for 1962-63.

1 D. Kol’tsov was the party name of B. A. Ginzburg.

3 A. Tun, Istoriia revolutsionnogo dvizheniia v Rossii (Geneva, 1903), pp. 245-249.
4 Blagoev’s memoits ate to be found in D. Blagoev, Moi vospominaniia(M.-L., 1928), and
Iz istoriata na raskata revolutsiia (Sofia, 1919). See for further reference Istoriia SSSR,
Ukazatel” sovetskoi literatury za 1917-1952 g.g., Vol. 2 (M., 1958), p. 148.
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Aroxuple 3aHaTuA. Hyxuo 6b1A0 BEDKZATH G0Aee cBOGOAHOrO Bpe-
MeHH, 4TOOBI COOPATBCA MBICAAMH, MAM AYYIIE CKa3aTh, BOCIIOMH-
nanusmu. Hagerocs, Bripodem, uro Bel usBuHHTE MeHs.

K wmoemy 1 Bamemy coxaneHuio, y MEHS HET HH raseThl, HHU
pyxomnucuoii nporpammel. Ho uro Goasme Bcero oropuaer mewns,
3TO — IIOTEPS BEChbMa IJ€HHON JAS MEHA AMYHO M, MOXeET OBITH, AAA
HCTOpUH COUMaAbAEMOKpaTHYeckoro JAsmkenus B Poccum, mepe-
HUCKM OT MMEHH IHMTEPCKOH COUUaAbJeMOKPATHYECKOH TPYINIBI C
toBapuimeM IlaexanoBeiM ot umenm «I'pynmsr OcBoboxaenus
Tpyaa». Cnpocure y ToBapuma ITaexanoBa nAu nmoMiguTe B apxuse
TPYIIBI, MOXET OBITh, TaM COXPaHEHa IIEPEINCKa M Iporpamma,
npeicTaBAcHHaA MHOIO B 1885 rozy, B 10HE MecAlle, HAH B Mae TOrO
XKe roia, HAH HOCAaHHas toBapuiny IlaexanoBy, a Moxer Gbirs,
TOBApUILY AKCEABPOAY, IUTEPCKOMN IPyMnoit. Y MeHd eCcTh I1e9aTaH-
HBI JOKYMEHT B OAHOM OOATaPCKOM XYPHAaAe, PEAAKTHP. MHOK B
1885 rogy u mewaTtaHHBIH KaK Pas IOCAE IIEPETOBOPOB C TOBAPHILEM
IIrexanoBsiM. B sTOM ZOKyMeHTe — CTaThd € COLMAAUCTHIECKOMH
IPOrpaMMOfi, HaBEPHO, BEICKA3AAUCH HALIM B3TASJAHL, T.€. BSTAAZBI
TorJamHell coynarpideMokparugeckoil rpymmsl B Ilurepe u ee
nporpamma. 9Ty mporpammy mocsiraio Bam. Oguaxo, He Mory Bam
CKasarth, 9Ta IPOrpaMMa HMACHTHYHA AU C IIporpaMmoit merepbypr-
CKOIt COLMAAbAEMOKD. IPYIIIBL MAH S BUAOH3MEHUA €€ B 1eM HUGY Ab.
O4HO TOABKO HECOMHEHHO, YTO IIPOrpaMMa IedaTaHHasd MHOIO B
YIOMSIHYTOM JKypHaAe, HalucaHa II0J BAUSAHUEM TCX B3TAAJOB,
KOTOpBIE UMEAUCH TOTAQ, U I10J BAMSHHEM IIPOrPaMMbI IHTEPCKOMH
rpyrmsl. He Moxer 6biTh HUKAKOrO COMHEHMSA, UTO HAINM B3TALABI
1 IPOrPaMMa Ype3BRIIafiHO OTAUYAAYICH OT COBPEMEHHBIX COITUAAB e~
MOKp. B3rAfZ0B u mporpammel. OHM NPEACTAaBAIAM CMECh MapK-
CH3Ma C AACAAMAHCTBOM U YTOIIM3MOM, CMECh HAYIHOIO COLIMAAM3MA
C AACAaAHMAHCTBOM M, €CAM XOTHTE, C AABPH3MOM, T.€. CO B3TAAAAMHU
mokoiinoro Ilerpa Aasposuua. B ocHOBe HalMX B3TASZOB M IIPO-
rpaMMBbI AcKaA OOIUMIT NPUHUWMII COUMANBAECMOKPATHH, 2 MMEHHO,
aro pabounii kaac Poccun ZOAXKeH BEIAEAUTHECA B CAMOCTOATEABHYIO
IMOAMTHYECKYIO IAPTHIO, KpaiHAA I[eAb KOTOPOH JO0AXKHa OGBITH
mpeobpasoBaHue o6IDecTBa Ha COUMAAUCTMYECKUX HadaAaax, Ha
KOAEKTUBHOM BAQJEHMH CPEACTBAMH MPOM3BOJCTBA; YTO JAA IIPU-
6Aamwxenns k dTOH UeAm pabouemy xaacy Poccum Heob6xoaumo
opexJe Bcero A0GUTbCA KOHCTUTYQuH, u 4to B Poccuu koHcTHTY-
IIMOHHOE YHPaBACHHE OCTAHETCA MeJYTod A0 TexX Iop, MOKa He
ABUTCA CUAbHAs pabovuasi HapTUA C CAMOCTOATEABHBIMU OT Oy PKyasuu
sagauaMu. 1lo ToMy, HaCKOABKO MOMHHUTBCA, B IIEPBOIl HepejOBUILE
No. | rasersi «Pa6ouuii», nucaHHO! MHOI, HACTAMBAAOCH GOAbBLIE
BCEro Ha ToM, uTo pabouum B Poccun neoGxogumo Goporbes, Kak
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3a OAmkalinyio 3azaqy, 3a KOHCTUTYIIMOHHOE yIIpaBacHIe. MoTusu-
poBxa sTOro Gamxaiimero tpeb6oanua pabounx Gbina HIpUOAK3H-
TEABHO TaKoBa, Kak Beire Bam ckasan. Iloaurnueckyio cso6oay Mer
CYUTAAU HEPBEHIM HEOOXOZUMBIM YCAOBHUEM JAS TOTO, UTOOBI MOXKHO
6bIA0 GOpPOTBCS JAS COHUMAAMCTHYECKOTO IIEPEBOPOTA. A HTOT IO-
CAezHu MBI IpeAcTaBAgBaAu cebe mo Aaccanio, T.c. uepes pabodue
accoygmayuy, cybcuAupyeMble rOCyAapCcTBOM. XOTS MBI, HAa OCHO-
BaHue MapkcoBoii Teopun, nogepunyroit u3 I 1. «Kamurara» u us
HEKOTOPHIX JPYIMX HMCTOYHMKOB, BEChMa CKYJHBIX TOrJa, — XOTH,
FOBOPIO, MBI, HA OCHOBAHHE BTOIl TEOPHM, HE COMHEBAANCEH, UTO
Poccus mpoiizer yepes KammuTaAusM, U, CACJOBATEABHO, UTO KaIlH-
TAAHSM CO3JACT YCAOBUA AAS IEPEX0JA K COLMAAN3MY, OJZHAKO MBI
He GBIAM B COCTOSHMU CACAAQTh M3 TEOPHU BCE AOTUYIECKHE BBRIBOJEL.
YcaoBusL PYCCKOIT XKUSHE TOT4a ¥ NMPaKTHIecKas padoTa He JaBaAu
HaM BO3MOXHOCTb CAEAATH HY:KHBIC JaAbHeiimue BriBoAsl. 110 cemy
TOTAa MBI, ECTECTBEHHO HE MOTAHY He IONACTh N04 BAAHHEM JAaccars
n yronusMa YepHbrneBckoro. B apyromM oTHomeHuu MBI GBIAM U
104 BAUAHUEM STWKU Tocaeanero u Ilerpa Aasposa. Bo mcaxom
cayuae, B 1883-84 rogy Hac He yZOBAETBOPAAK HU HAPOAHWIECTBO
BO BCEX €r0 PasHOBUJAHOCTAX, HY HAaPOJOBOAbUECTBO. MBI MCKaAu
HOBBIC IIYyTH W, IPH TOTJAIUHUX YCAOBHAX, HALIAM HUX B COLIMAAb-
AEMOKPATH3ME, KaK TOTJa MOTAH €r0 IIOHUMATS,

1883-84 rozst ipowian B BeipaboTKe COMAABAEMOKP. MUPOBO3PCHU
u nporpammsl. G 1885 roza npucrynuan x npakTudeckoi AesTeAb-
HOCTH, T.e. K IIporaraHje HaIlINX COUUAAbJECMOKPATHIECKUX
B3TAZOB MEXJYy pabouiMy ¥ MHTEAUTeHLMeEH, MpPerMyILeCTBEHHO
B CTYyJeHUYECKHX KpYXKKax u Jgaxe B «obigecrse». Conmarsgemo-
Kkparudeckas rpyrma B [Iutepe Torza cocrosra ms 15-16 geroBex
CTYA€HTOB M CTYJEHTOK, MEXKJAY KOMMM, Ka)keTcd, Obina M Bama
cecrpa uau Bawa poacTBenHHMIA, OAMH HHXEHEP-aPXUTEKTOD, OAWH
KOHYMBUIMIT KYPC ¥ JKYDPHAAHCT, ABOE CTAPHIX UYEPHOMEPEACABLEB
HeAeraabHbIX. S saHMMaAca raaBHEIM 06pasoM mporaraHzoil MexXAy
pabouumu mog ncepgouumom «llerp Eropmu», npeumymecrsenHo
MeKZy paboulMM CTRAEAMTEHHOro 3aBOJa M MeKJy pabounmu Ha
(pabpukax Ha BacuarerckoM octpose. Jo Moero apecra nponarasza
MexZy pabounMu IIAA HPEKPAacHO U O TOTO IIPEKPACHO, YTO 334y~
MaAM pacHpoCTPaHUTh NMpOHAaraHJy M B 3aBojax 3aJ 1exHoaoru-
9eCKMM HMHCTUTYTOM (MECTHOCTh He TOMHIO XOpolo, u60, IIOMHIO,
UMEA CBUJAHUE C AByMs paboyuMu B OZHOM TpakTupe OAM3KO 40
Texn. uHCTUTYTA, IIOCAE KOErO CBUAAHUA TOT XK€ JA€Hb, 2-TO MapTa
1885 roza Houblo, GBIA apecToBaH — GBIA BBLAAH OueBUAHO). Bipo-
geM, 06 sTom Ber MeHs He cmpammBaere u He 6yay OoOAblle Ipo-
JAOAKATB.
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Kak mpr mpumau x counarbaemoxparun?

B 1880 rogy s mepeexaa us Oaeccer B Ilerep6ypr. Dot roa, kax
Bawm ussecrHo, 651t 6y pustit roa. Cryaengectso BOAHOBAAOCH —CXOAKH
3a CXOZKaMM U PasHble PEBOAIOIMOHHBIE AeMoHcTpauuu. Korga s
NEPBBI Pa3 SBUACA B YHHBEPCHTCT, 3aCTaA BCEX CTYJEHTOB Ha
cxogxke. C 9TOro MOMEHTa 1 YK€ BOLIEA B PEBOAIOLIMOHHbIE ABIKECHIUA.
Oanaxo, nepssiii ros yHUBEPCUTETCKON XKUSHU MPOIIEA JAS MEHS B
[PUTOTOBAEHUM K MATyPUTETHOMY SK3aMEHY M B 3HAKOMACHUU C
Topapuilamu u ¢ gswxenuamu. Eige B Ogecce, B pearbHoit rum-
Hasuu, OBIA 3HAKOM, XOTH M IIOBEPXHOCTHO, C PEBOAIOLUHOHHBIMU
Aswxenuamu Poccun. Emge Tam couyBctBoBar 60pbbe HapOAOBOAB-
ues. Ognako He Mor OGBACHUTH cebe, KakuM 0GPa3OM TOABKO Tep-
POPHUCTUYECKON ZAEATEABHOCTBIO MOXHO JOWTH A0 TIEpeBOpOTa B
Poccun. Ilocae ybuiictea 1-ro mapra 1881 roga st mosHakoMuAcs ¢
MHOTMMH OCTaBIIMMUCSA B JKUMBBIX HApOJOBOABLAMU; OBIA yXe 3HA-
KOM M CO MHOTMMH YEpHOIEPEACABLAMH. YUACTEOBAA B UX 06IIUX
COOpaHMAX, C LUEABIO CIOPAa3syMEHMs U OOIUEro AeHCTBUA, He3aBU-
CHMO OT TOTO, YTO fi YYACTBOBAA B KPYKKOBHIX cxozkax. Cropst Ha
9TUX COOPAaHMsX M CXOAKAX, UTeHuE OOIUell AMTepaTypsl o oble-
CTBEHHBIM BOIIPOCAM U CHEIMAABHO 110 PEBOAIOLJMOHHBIM ABHXEHUAM
y6eAnAn MeHs, 9TO HU HAPOJOBOABYECTEO, HM HAPOJHWYECTBO BO
BCEX €T0 PASHOBMAHOCTAX, HE MOTYT Hay4HO OBITE JOKasyemsi, W
[OTOMY M3 CIIOpPOB HUYEro HeE BHIXOZUAO. Torja s obpatmrcs K
nsyuenuio «Kamurara» Mapkca u counnenmit Aaccars. IJeawrit
1883 rog s ynorpebua Ha WITyZUpPOBAHUE STUX IIPOUSBEACHUH, M3
KOETO BBIIIEA C TEM CORMAABJAEMOKPATHYECKUM MHUPOBO3PEHUEM,
koropoe ofpucosar Bam Bruue. Eme x xouny 1883 roza s magaa
nponaranzy Hosoro mupoBospeHus. Hewero Bam rosopurs, gro -
HAPOAOBOABLAMYM Ha STOH I0OYBE HHYUErO0 HEAB3T OBIAO CAEAATS.
Bripouem, 1 6oree 6AusKO GBIA K HAPOJHHMKAM, M TAABHEIM O6pasoM
K uepHoOIepeeAbaM. Mexay HUMU MOA NPOITaraHAa HAMIAZ XO-
pouryio mousy, u B 1884 rozy yxe MoxHO 6BIAO OPraHM30OBAThH
COLMAaABJEMOKPATHYECKYIO IPYIITy, KOTOPAsA U HavaAa AeHCTBOBATS.
Heuero u rosopurb, 4TO IpOHAaraHja HOBBIX B3TAAZOB, OCODEHHO
MeXAy WHTeAWreHyuei, ObIAa BecbMa TPYZHOE JEAO, TEM IIaUe,
uto He 6biA0 AuTepaTypsl. llpomssegenus Tosapumga Ilrexanosa
seuAuchk B Poccum mosguo. Ilpu Mue Gpina moAyueHa TOABKO €ro
6pouropa : «Counarusm n moautmaeckas 6ops6ar». Ona upessbraaii-
HO Hac obpagoBara. OZHAKO, CKOPO MEHS APECTOBAAU U f HE YCIIEA
XOPOIIEHBKO PACIpONATaHAUPOBaTh HJACH, KOTOPHIE IPUXOAMAU
HaM Ha NoMoub. Tem He MeHee, ¢ TeX IOP MJAEH COLUAABAEMO-
KpaTuHi 3aKPEIHANCH, YTO U JZOKA3BIBAET POCT COUUAABAEMOKDPATHU-
9eckoro aswxenus B Hacrosigee Bpema. OZHO TOABKO MeHs Geccro-
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KOUT — HAIU TOTAALIHUE HEONPEAEACHHbIE B3TAALBI HE CYTh AU
OZHOH M3 AAABHEHIINX IPUYMH TOMY, 9TO MEXJAY IeTepOyprckumu
TOBAPUILAMY U Telleph CYIIECTBYET U3BECTHAA HEOIPEAEACHHOCTH BO
B3rASJAX,BHICKA3BIBAEMAL B PACIIPOCTPAHCHNN MEX Ay HUMU TaK HA3bI-
BAEMOTO «PKOHOMUYECKOIO HAIPABACHUA» UAM OnoprioHnsMa? ['ay-
6oxo Bepio, BpodeM, uto Bsi, BMecTe ¢ ToBapumgem Ilaexamosbim
— OAHUM U3 IIEPBBIX TEOPETHKOB CONMAAH3MA, YCIIEETE OYMCTHUTh
PYCCKO€E COLMAAbLEeMOKPATHIECKOE ABHKECHUE OT BCEX HE COIMAAD-
AEMOKPaTHYECKHX IIAEBEACH,

Beire ynmomsauya Bam o mepemucke ¢ toBapumgem IIaexaHoBbM.
Hepermcxa OTHOCHMAACH JO IIPOTPaMMbl COI;HaJ\BACMOKpaTH‘ICCKOI‘;I
rpynnsl u crnopasymenus ¢ «'pynmoit Ocsoboxaenns Tpyaa».
IToxa s 6bin B Ilutepe, oHa Berach MeXJy IOAHOMOYHBIMU 0GOMX
rpymm. ITocae Moero msrmanus u3 Poccun Ilerep6yprckas rpymma
OIIOAHOMOYKAA MeHs BecTH neperoeopel uz Coduu ¢ ToBapuieM
IIrexanoseM oT umenu rpymmst. B cymnocru nerep6yprekas rpymma
npucrara Mmue B Couio ZeHBIM M TIOAHOMOYHOE, C IIPEJAOXKeE-
HueM noexath B JKeHeBy M AMYHO BECTH HEPETOBOPHI C TOBAPUIIAMU
or «'pymmsr Ocsob6oxaenus Tpyaa»n. Ho s me mor moexats B
/KeneBy mo HegoCTaTKy CpeACTB M TOr4a rpyIIla OMOAHOMOYHAQ
MEHA BECTH ITIMCHbMEHHBIE IIEPETOBOPHI C JKeHeBCKoi rpymmoii. Ha-
CKOABKO TIOMHMThCS, HEPErOBOPHl KOHUUAUCH TE€M, UTO IPHHAAK
nporpammy u Baraagsl «I'pymnsr Oceob. Tpyaa». Ho ckopo mocae
toro, B Asrycre uau Cenrabpe 1885 roaa, mopsaauch cHOmreHus
MeXJYy MHOK U merepbyprckoii couuarss. rpynnoi. Ioanoasnas
tunorpadusa 6sira orkperra m Toe. Bacuanms Xapuronosa pyko-
BOAUTEeAd TuHorpapueit v mszauueM raserst «Pabouuti», Bmecrte ¢
HECKOABKMMM TOBADHIIAMM M TOBapKaMu ObIAM apectoBaHsl I'pyn-
ma, Kax BHAHO, pacrpourack. /Jaasuefimee Bam wmssectHo. B ma-
cTosIee BPEMA S HAYETO He 3HAIO O CyAbGe TOTAAINHUX TOBapH-
1eii, 0ocob6eHHO O cyssbe BeChMa IPEAAHHOTO M PELINTEABHOIO
TOrZa ToBapuila XapHTOHOBA.

Bot, zoporoit ToBapuiy, BCETO YTO MOr BCIIOMHMTL A M3 TOTO
nepuoja COUMAAbAEMOKpPATHIECKOro JABikenus B Ilutepe, xoro-
peiit orcrout or Mena 18 u gaxe 20 Aer pacrosuus. He suaio,
mpurogarca AM Bam stm Mom Bocnommuanus, Ho npoury Bac,
U3BHHMTE, 9TO B STH BOCIOMHHAaHUA roBopio MHoroe o cebe. Tak
kax Bet cmpaurnBaan o BeckMa OAU3KOM, CBASAHHOM C MOE AMMHOCTBIO
AEAOM, TO JOATO JyMaA, HANucaTh AX Bam BCe MOH BOCIIOMH-
HaHUA, UAY OTAEAATECA HECKOABKMMHE 001uuMu cTrpokamu. Haxonery,
pemmA Hanucarh BaM Bce, YTO IIOMHIO M Tak Kak OBIAO JA€AO,
6yAyun yBepeH, 9T0 BhI B ZaHHOM cAydae ompaBjaere MoK He-
CKPOMHOCTSb.
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OkoHuMBas MHUCHMO, HO3BOABTE, JOPOrOH TOBAPHUIY TOPAYO IMO-
6aarogaputs Bac, 3a T0, uT0 Bbl 4aAH MHE BO3MOXHOCTD IIPUIIOMHHTD
cebe camoe goporoe Bpems moeii xusuu. He mpaega Au, ToBapumy,
4T0 caMOe JOPOroe¢ BPEeMi B JKU3HH YEAOBEKAa TO, KOIJA y HETO
HpO6Y)KﬂaIOTCH HOBBIC MBICAHW, OTKPBIBAIOTCA HOBBIC TOPHM3OHTHI U
KOorga COGCTBCHHBIMH YCHAUAMU JOXOZUT JO HOBOTO MHPOBO-
3peHuA?

/Amy kpenko Bamy pyxy!
Baur: /. Baaroes.

Bor mporpamma, Tak kax OHa Ile4aTaHa MHOIO B GOArapckom
xypHare «Cosp. IlokazaTeap»:

I

Kpaituue gean:
1. Hepeaaua semau, $abpux, 3aBo40B, OPYANH IIPOMSBOACTBA, KAK MAIIMHBI U
Ap-, B pyku pabounx obmecTs;
TIpespaigenue Tpyaa, BAajeHus 3eMAH, $abpHK U 3aBOJAOB B OOIIECTBEHHYIO
COGCTBEHHOCTD ;
ITepesaua rocyapCTBEHHOH BAACTH HAPOAY ;
TToanas cBo604a B PACIIPOCTPAaHEHUH 3HAHUI, B IPENOAABAHUY HAYK, ICYATH,
CAOBA U COBECTH;

N

i

5. Jdaposoe 1 AArq BCEX AOCTYIHOE 0GPa30BaHIC;
6. MeXAyHAPOAHBIA COI03, KOTOPbHIA NOAACPKUBAET COAUAAPHOCTh B WHTE-
pecax Bcex oGiecTs.
II
Cpeacrsa:

Illupoxoe BHIGOPHOE MPaBO 63 PABAMYNA MMOAZ

O6iguHHOE CaMOYIPaBACHUE ;

. Tloanas ceofoja B mMpenosaBaHMM HAayK M MCKYCCTB, B PAaCIPOCTPAHEHHM

3HaHuA, CBOGOAEI CAOBA, IEYATH M PEAVIUM;

4. YHHYTOXKEHME PEAUTHO3HOIO BOCIIMTAHUA B IIKOAAX ¥ IIPEJOCTABACHHE €rO
CEMEHCTRY ;

5. Oprauusanus 06A3aATCABHOIO, JapOBOTO M OCHOBAHHOIO Ha JAyxe obuge-
CTBEHHBIX ¥ TPaXJAaHCKMX obf3aHHOCTEl, o6pasoBaHue;

6. YHudTOXKEHNE MOCTOAHHON aPMUU M OPraHU3auysi HAPOZAHOM MUAMIIUM;

7. CokpalgeHve TMHOBHUYECTBA M OpPraHusayus BEIGOPHOM OGIIMHHOM CAYXKOEL ;

8. 3amena coBpeMEHHOTO Cysa BBHIGOPHBIMY IIPUCSKHBIMH 3aCCAATEAAMH ;

9

0

3N =

. CoeanHeHME 3€MAEACABIECKOTO U ITPOMBIIIACHHOTO TPY A3 ;

. Ienrpaansayna kpeaura B pyKax roCyAapcTsa M ero ymoTpeOAeHue Ha
OPraHM3aUMI0 HAPOJHOrO TPyJAa M HAPOAHOIO NIPOM3BOJACTBA HA KOAAEK-
THBHBIX Ha4aAax;

11. Opranusaygus Ha KOAAEKTHBHBIX HauaAax OOLUECTB AAS SKCIIAyaTapuu o6-

IIECTBEHHBIX 3€MEAb, TOD M OPYAUH IPOM3BOACTEA.

P.S. Ilpomry Bac, ToBapuiy, o6paruTs BHUMaHME, YTO 3Ta IIPO-
rpaMMa, MOXeT ObITh, MaAO 4ero OOLIEr0 MMEET € HPOrpaMmoii
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TOTAAIUHEH MUTEPCKO COUMAAbAECMOKD. rpynnsl. Bepuo B Hell TOABKO
TO, 9TO OHA HAIlUCAHA II0J BAUSHUEM TOTAAUTHUX HAUINX B3TAAJOB U
Torgaumseit mporpammsel. Moxer GbITh, MHOTOE B STOH IpOrpamme
B3ATO U3 TOM IIPOrPaMMsl, HO, MOXeET OBITh, HAH, HABEPHOE, MHOIOIO
HeT B Toit. VMeliTe B BuZY 5TO, KaK U TO, UTO, MOKET GBITH, B ApPXUBE
«pynmer Ocsobosxaenns Tpyza» Haifijere opuruHaA HPOrpaMMsbl
nutepckoit rpymnmsl. Ilpucsiaaio sty mporpammy, uro6er Ber Morau
10 HEH 3AKAIOUMTb O TOTZAIIHUX HAUIMX B3TAAZaX.

Bcero xopouero!
Bam: /. baaroes.

(Translation]
Sofia, 1903, 23/I.

Dear Comrade,

I received your letter of 10 December 1902 long ago. I deeply regret
that I could not answer you sooner. The cause of this was work that
could not be postponed. It was necessary to wait for a freer time, in
order to collect my thoughts, or, to put it better, my recollections.
T hope, however, that you will forgive me.

To my regret, and yours, I have neither the newspapers nor the
manuscript program.! But what distresses me most of all is the loss
of the correspondence on behalf of the Petersburg Social Democratic
group with comrade Plekhanov on behalf of the “Group for the
Emancipation of Labor”, which is very valuable for me personally
and, perhaps, for the history of the Social Democratic movement in
Russia. Ask comrade Plekhanov or search in the archive of the Group.
It may be that the correspondence and the program, which I drafted
in 1885 in June, or in May of the same year, is preserved there, or was
sent to comrade Plekhanov or, perhaps, to comrade Aksel’'nod by
the Petersburg group. I do have a printed document from a Bulgarian
paper, edited by me in 1885 and printed immediately after the ne-
gotiations with comrade Plekhanov. Our views are probably ex-
pressed in this document — an article with a socialist program, i.e.
the views of the Social Democratic group in Piter? at that time
and its program. I am sending you this program. However, I cannot
tell you whether this program is identical with the program of the

1 The original program was discovered and edited by B . 1. Nikolaevskii in “Programma
pervogo v Rossii s.-d. kruzhka”, in: Byloe (Petrograd, 1918), No. 13, pp. 38-52.
% Petr Lavrovich Lavtov,
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Petersburg Social Democratic group or whether I altered it some-
what. Only one thing is certain, that the program I printed in the
aforementioned newspaper was written under the influence of the
views that were held then, and under the influence of the program of
the Petersburg group. Thete cannot be any doubt whatever, that our
views and program differed greatly from contemporary Social Demo-
cratic views and program. They represented a mixture of Marxism
with Lassallianism and Utopianism, a mixture of scientific socialism
with Lassallianism and, if you like, with Lavrism, i.e. with the views
of the late Peter Lavrovich.! At the basis of our views and program
lay the general principle of Social Democracy, namely, that the
working class of Russia should step forth in an independent political
party, the end goal of which should be the transformation of society
on socialist principles, on collective ownership of the means of
production; that to approach this goal it was necessary first of all
for the working class of Russia to win a constitution, and that consti-
tutional government in Russia would remain a dream until a strong
workers’ party appeared with aims independent of the bourgeoisie.
For this, as far as I remember, the first editorial of No. 1 of the news-
paper “Rabochii” [The Worker], which I wrote, insisted most of all that
it was necessary for the workers of Russia to struggle for a consti-
tutional government as their most immediate task. The motivation
for this most pressing demand of the workers was approximately
what I told you above. We considered political freedom to be the
first necessary condition that would make the struggle for a socialist
revolution possible. But we conceived the latter according to Lassalle,
i.e. through workers’ associations subsidized by the state. Although
we, on the basis of Marxist theory drawn from v. I of Capital and
from some othet sources, which were extremely scarce then — al-
though, I say, we, on the basis of this theory, did not doubt that
Russia would pass through capitalism and, consequently, that capi-
talism would create conditions for the transition to socialism, we did
not have the means, however, to draw all the logical conclusions
from theory. The conditions of Russian life then and practical work
did not permit us to draw the necessary further conclusions. Because
of this we, naturally, could not avoid falling then under the influence
of Lassalle and the utopianism of Chernyshevskii. Otherwise we were
influenced by the ethics both of the latter and of Petr Lavrov. In any
case, neither Narodnichestvo [Popularism] in all its variants nor
Narodovol’chestvo [People’s Will] satisfied us in 1883-84. We were
searching for new paths and, in the conditions of that time, found
them in Social Democracy, as we were able to understand it then.

1 St. Petersburg,.
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1883-84 passed in developing a Social Democratic world-view and
program. In 1885 we began practical work, i.e. propagandizing our
Social Democratic views among workers and intelligentsia, pre-
dominantly in student circles and even in “society”. The Social
Democratic group in Piter then consisted of 15-16 students, among
whom, apparently, was your sister or your relative, an engineet-
architect, a graduated journalist, and two old illegal Chernyperedel’tsy
[former members of the group “Black Repartition”]. I devoted myself
mainly to propaganda among workers under the pseudonym “Pezr
Egorich”, predominantly among workers of the steel foundry and
among workers in the factories on Vasil’evskii island.Before my arrest,
propaganda among the workers was going well, and so well that we
were planning to spread propaganda even in the factories behind the
Technological Institute (I don’t remember the district well, but I
remember I met two workers in a tavern near the Technological
Institute; on the same day after my meeting, 2 March 1885, I was
arrested in the night — obviously I was betrayed). However, you do not
ask me about this and I shall not continue further.

How did we artive at Social Democracy?

In 1880 I moved from Odessa to Petersburg. That year, as you
know, was a stormy year. The students were agitated — meeting after
meeting and various revolutionary demonstrations. When I arrived
at the university for the first time, I found all the students at a meeting.
From that moment I entered the revolutionary movement. However,
my first year of university life passed in preparing for the preliminary
examination and in becoming acquainted with my comrades and with
the movements. In Odessa, in the technical high school, I was already
acquainted, although supetficially, with the Russian revolutionary
movements. I already sympathized there with the struggle of the
Narodovol’tsy. However, I could not understand how merely terror-
istic activity could lead to a revolution in Russia. After the assassination
of 1 March 1881 I became acquainted with many surviving Naro-
dovol’tsy; I was already acquainted too with many members of
Cherny Peredel’. T participated in their common meetings, with the
aim of reaching an agreement and common action, independently of
my participation in meetings of [student] circles. The arguments at
these assemblies and meetings, the reading of general literature on
social questions and especially on the revolutionary movements con-
vinced me that neither Narodovol’chestvo nor Narodnichestvo in all
its wvariants could be demonstrated scientifically, and therefore
nothing came from the controversies. Then I turned to studying
Marx’s Capital and the writings of Lassalle. I used the entire year
1883 in studying these works, from which I emerged with that Social
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Democratic wotld-view which I sketched for you above. Toward the
end of 1883 I already began to propagandize the new wotld-view.
It is unnecessary to tell you that on this basis it was impossible to
work with the Narodovol’tsy. However, I was closer to the Narodniki,
and chiefly to the members of the Cherny Peredel’. My propaganda
fell on fertile soil among them, and in 1884 it was already possible to
organize a Social Democratic group which began to act. It is un-
necessary to mention that the propaganda of new views, particularly
among the intelligentsia, was an extremely difficult business, all the
more so because there wasn’t any literature. The works of comrade
Plekhanov appeared late in Russia. While I was there we received only
his pamphlet: “Socialism and the Political Struggle”. It pleased us
immensely. However, I was soon arrested and I did not succeed in
propagandizing well the ideas that came to our assistance. Neverthe-
less, from that time the ideas of Social Democracy grew stronger, as the
present growth of the Social Democratic movement shows. Only
one thing disturbs me — were not our undefined views of that time
one of the remoter causes of a certain vagueness of views even now
existing among the Petersburg comrades, expressed in the diffusion
of the so-called “economic movement” or opportunism among them?
I profoundly believe, however, that you, together with comrade
Plekhanov, one of the best theoteticians of socialism, will succeed in
cleansing Russian Social Democracy from all non-Social Democratic
tares.

I reminded you above of the correspondence with comrade Plekha-
nov. The correspondence relates to the program of the Social Demo-
cratic group and its understanding with the “Group for the Emanci-
pation of Labor”. When I was in Piter, it was conducted by pleni-
potentiaries of both groups. After my exile from Russia the Petersburg
group empowered me to conduct negotiations from Sofia with
comrade Plekhanov on behalf of the group. In essence the Petersburg
group transmitted money and authority to me in Sofia, with the
proposal that I go to Geneva and conduct negotiations personally
with the comrades of the “Group for the Emancipation of Labor”.
But I could not go to Geneva because of insufficient funds and then
the group empowered me to conduct written negotiations with the
Geneva group. As far as I remember, the negotiations ended with our
acceptance of the program and views of the “Group for the Eman-
cipation of Labor”. But shortly afterwards, in August or September
of 1885, relations between me and the Petersburg Social Democratic
group were broken. The underground! press was discovered and

1 Tllegal (podpol’naia).
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comrade Vasilii Kharitonov?! the director of the typography and editor
of the newspaper “Rabochii” [The Worker] was arrested together
with several comrades. The group, obviously, collapsed. The rest
you know. At present I know nothing of the fate of my comrades of
that time, especially the fate of the then very dedicated and resolute
comrade Kharitonov.

This, dear comrade, is all that I remember from that period of the
Social Democratic movement in Piter, from which I am separated
by a distance of 18 and even 20 years. I do not know if my recol-
lections can be of use to you, but I ask you to forgive me for the fact
that in these recollections I speak a lot about myself. Since you asked
about a matter that is very closely connected with my person, I
considered for a long time whether to write you all my recollections,
or to restrict myself to a few lines of generalities. Finally I decided to
write you everything that I remember, and just how things were,
being sure that in the present circumstances you will pardon my
lack of modesty.

In concluding my letter, permit me, dear comrade, to thank you
warmly for giving me the opportunity to recall the dearest period of
my life. Is it not true, comrade, that the dearest time in a man’s life
is when new thoughts arouse him, new horizons open and when by
his own efforts he attains a new world-view?

I press your hand firmly!
Yours, D. Blagoev

Here is the program as it was printed by me in the Bulgarian

newspaper “Sovr. Pokagate!”” [The Contemporary Guide]:

1.
End Goals

1.) The transfer of land, factories, works, instruments of pro-
duction, such as machines and others, into the hands of wotkers’
societies;

2.) The transformation of labor, the ownership of land, factories
and works into social property;

3.) The transfer of state power to the people;

4.) Complete freedom in the diffusion of knowledge, in the teaching
of science, of print, speech and conscience;

5.) A free education, accessible to all;

6.) An international union, which supports the solidarity of inter-
ests of all societies.

1 Kharitonov’s memoirs ate to be found in V. Kharitonov, “Iz vospominanii uchastnika
gruppy Blagoeva”, in: Proletarskaia Revolutsiia (M.-L., 1928), No. 8, pp. 152-66.
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Means

1.) Broad electoral suffrage without distinction of sex;

2.) Community self-government;

3.) Complete freedom in teaching sciences and arts, in the diffusion
of knowledge, freedom of word, print and religion;

4.) Eradication of religious education in the schools and its transfer
to the family;

5.) Organization of a free, obligatory education, based on the
spirit of social and civil obligations;

6.) Eradication of the permanent army and the organization of a
popular militia;

7.) Curtailment of the bureaucracy and the organization of an
elected civil service;

8.) Replacement of the contemporary court by elected jurors;

9.) Unification of agricultural and industrial labor;

10.) The centralisation of credit in the hands of the state, and its use
for organizing the people’s work and production on collective
principles;

11.) The organization of societies on collective principles for the
exploitation of socialized lands, mines and instruments of production.

P.S. T ask you, comrade, to note that this program, perhaps, has not
so very much in common with the program of the Petersburg Social
Democtatic group of that time. It is only certain that it was written
under the influence of our views and program of that time. It may
be that much in this program was taken from that program but, per-
haps, ot probably, much is lacking. Keep this in mind, as well as the
possibility that perhaps you will find the original of the program of
the Petersburg group in the archive of the “Group for the Emanci-
pation of Labor”. I am sending you this program in order that you
may judge our views of that time according to it.

Best wishes!
Yours,

D. Blagoev.
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