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ABSTRACT. During a photometric and spectrophotometric survey 
of 200 white dwarf candidates with m <15.0 in a field 
around the South Galactic Pole two new cataclysmic variables 
have been identified and new observations of one already 
known object have been accumulated. Observations in the 
visible and UV-region show variability and differences in 
spectral type.If compared to the numbers of cataclysmic va
riables/white dwarfs as computed by Ritter and Burkert 
(1985)there is a shortage of a factor of 5. 

INTRODUCTION 

For a sample of 354 blue stars of the Giclas and Luyten 
proper motion lists photometric observations in the UBVRI 
and Stromgren system have been obtained in order to identi-' 
fy white dwarfs.From their positions in the combined two 
colour diagrams more than 100 objects belong to the white 
dwarf region.Some objects,however,showed a strong deviation 
for (R-I) when the blue colours definitely proposed a white 
dwarf.A spectroscopic investigation revealed several bina1 

ries,three of which belong to the group of cataclysmic va
riables.Here we present part of the observations for GD1662 
=VY Scl.GD 1401 and GD 1555. 

OBSERVATION 
Our survey started in 1980 with the Bochum 61cm-telescope 
and continued with the ES0 lm-telescope for the photometric 
observations until now.Spectroscopic results have been ob
tained with the ES0 1.52m telescope (dispersion 114A/mm 
and 59A/mm) since 1983.The UV-6bservations are low disper-
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Fig. 1. Accumulated data for the variation of the blue magnitude of the 
system GD 1662 = VY Sculptoris from the literature and from own 
photometric data. 

GD 1401( <*.( 1950 )=lh45m 49s, $( 1950 ) =-25° 47 . 6 ) is the new cata
clysmic system already mentioned and partly analyzed by Bues 
(1985). Fig.2 and Fig.3 show two phases with strong emission 
components.In the meantime we obtained 4 new IDS spectra 
in the visible and a low dispersion spectrum of the UV 
(Nov.26,1985,83min.exp.time).The spectra in the visible fit 
to our tentative solution of a period of 4hours,although 
at aj. phases strong absorption of the Balmer lines is ob
served, corresponding to a hydrogenrich white dwarf of spec
tral type DA.The UV spectrum , however,has a steep gradient 
in the continuum and no emission lines at all.A broad de
pression of Ly,̂  is the only feature visible.So the phase 
of the visibility of the white dwarf should be longer in 
this system than for a normal cataclysmic.A fine analysis 
will be finished within half a year. 
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DISCUSSION 
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