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Rajiv Gandhi and
Rama's Kingdom
Ved Mehta

"A wonderfully engaging account of some
of the important events in a momentous
period in Indian history. It is rich in
political insights and illumination."
—Amartya Sen

An acclaimed novelist, biographer,
essayist, and New Yorker writer illuminates
life in modern India in this engrossing
account of that country's tumultuous last
twelve years. In vivid detail, Ved Mehta
describes such key people and events as
the murder of Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, the circumstances surrounding
Rajiv's election as his mother's successor,
the impact of the accident at the Union

Carbide plant at Bhopal, and the assassination of Rajiv. His lucid and
incisive book is mandatory reading for those who wish to understand India
today. 224pp. £14.95

The Fragmentation of Afghanistan
State Formation and Collapse in the International System
Barnett R. Rubin

"Monumental. This is the book we need to put the Afghan revolution and
civil war definitively on the cognitive map of the educated public. As a book
on a topical and timely subject, it offers a very richly detailed account and
is written with great verve."—Said A. Arjomand, State University of New
York, Stony Brook

This fascinating book is a complete analysis of the Afghan civil war, from the
1978 communist coup to the fall of Najibullah, the last Soviet-installed
president, in 1992. Drawing on interviews and unpublished private and
government documents, Barnett Rubin shows how both the communist
regime and the mujahidin recruited leaders and mobilised resources for the
conflict, and how international changes—from the election of Ronald Reagan
to the collapse of the Soviet Union—affected the Afghan state.
400pp. lllus. £24.00
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