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September 11 on suicide and homicide inSeptember 11 on suicide and homicide in

England and Wales. He argues that whenEngland and Wales. He argues that when

tackling violence in our society, the currenttackling violence in our society, the current

Government may plan services on the basisGovernment may plan services on the basis

of information that is misleading and flawed.of information that is misleading and flawed.

The data used in my paper – in excessThe data used in my paper – in excess

of 130 000 unnatural deaths (E950–959of 130 000 unnatural deaths (E950–959

and E980–989, excluding E988.8) – wereand E980–989, excluding E988.8) – were

obtained from the ONS in 2002 thenobtained from the ONS in 2002 then

updated in 2003; 7400 of these deaths wereupdated in 2003; 7400 of these deaths were

classed by the ONS as manslaughter andclassed by the ONS as manslaughter and

unlawful killing (homicide; ICD–9 E969).unlawful killing (homicide; ICD–9 E969).

It was clearly pointed out in my paperIt was clearly pointed out in my paper

that routinely collected data was a majorthat routinely collected data was a major

limitation of the study, but I had to acceptlimitation of the study, but I had to accept

the nationally collected data from ONS asthe nationally collected data from ONS as

reliable and as complete as possible. Itreliable and as complete as possible. It

should be pointed out that before 1993,should be pointed out that before 1993,

ONS data were based on year of registra-ONS data were based on year of registra-

tion of death but the data that were actuallytion of death but the data that were actually

used in the analysis relating to Septemberused in the analysis relating to September

11 related to the year when suicide and11 related to the year when suicide and

homicide occurred.homicide occurred.

The paper made no reference whatso-The paper made no reference whatso-

ever, implicitly or explicitly, to homicideever, implicitly or explicitly, to homicide

trends in England and Wales since 1979.trends in England and Wales since 1979.

The only comment about trends in homicideThe only comment about trends in homicide

was made in relation to seasonal variationswas made in relation to seasonal variations

to show that the reduction in homicide notedto show that the reduction in homicide noted

after August was not related to the eventsafter August was not related to the events

of September 11 but merely representedof September 11 but merely represented

some seasonal pattern. The higher homicidesome seasonal pattern. The higher homicide

figures that Dr Rowlands quoted may havefigures that Dr Rowlands quoted may have

been, as he rightly pointed out, the result ofbeen, as he rightly pointed out, the result of

notification of deaths that actually occurrednotification of deaths that actually occurred

in earlier years.in earlier years.

Dr Rowlands has used the paper to makeDr Rowlands has used the paper to make

a political point about ‘a Government cur-a political point about ‘a Government cur-

rently determined to medicalise violence’. Irently determined to medicalise violence’. I

fail to see the relevance of his otherwise validfail to see the relevance of his otherwise valid

comment to this paper, the first and so farcomment to this paper, the first and so far

the only available literature on the effect ofthe only available literature on the effect of

September 11 on suicide and homicide inSeptember 11 on suicide and homicide in

countries other than the USA.countries other than the USA.
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Mental health and psychiatricMental health and psychiatric
research in Brazilresearch in Brazil

SaxenaSaxena et alet al (2003) have shown the under-(2003) have shown the under-

representation of low and middle-incomerepresentation of low and middle-income

countries on the editorial boards of tencountries on the editorial boards of ten

leading psychiatric journals, based on aleading psychiatric journals, based on a

World Health Organization report. HortonWorld Health Organization report. Horton

(2003), Editor of(2003), Editor of The LancetThe Lancet, has presented, has presented

some evidence of publication bias againstsome evidence of publication bias against

diseases of poverty studied in developingdiseases of poverty studied in developing

countries. Wilkinson (2003), formerly Edi-countries. Wilkinson (2003), formerly Edi-

tor of thetor of the British Journal of PsychiatryBritish Journal of Psychiatry,,

has suggested that the absence of represen-has suggested that the absence of represen-

tation on the Editorial Board does not ne-tation on the Editorial Board does not ne-

cessarily bias an editor’s decision-making.cessarily bias an editor’s decision-making.

However, Catapano & Castle (2003) haveHowever, Catapano & Castle (2003) have

shown that research papers from develop-shown that research papers from develop-

ing countries represent a very small propor-ing countries represent a very small propor-

tion of the publications (tion of the publications (552%) in2%) in

important psychiatric journals, which hasimportant psychiatric journals, which has

remained the same for 10 years. We argueremained the same for 10 years. We argue

that Brazil, a middle-income country, isthat Brazil, a middle-income country, is

progressively improving its scientific pro-progressively improving its scientific pro-

duction and reaching the standards ofduction and reaching the standards of

high-income countries.high-income countries.

We have assessed the mental healthWe have assessed the mental health

scientific production of Brazilian postgrad-scientific production of Brazilian postgrad-

uate programmes between 1998 and 2002uate programmes between 1998 and 2002

using a Brazilian Ministry of Educationusing a Brazilian Ministry of Education

database. The eight doctoral programmesdatabase. The eight doctoral programmes

in psychiatry and psychobiology, all in statein psychiatry and psychobiology, all in state

institutions, have awarded 183 PhDs andinstitutions, have awarded 183 PhDs and

this has resulted in publication of 1664this has resulted in publication of 1664

scientific articles in journals; 605 of thesescientific articles in journals; 605 of these

in journals indexed by the Institute ofin journals indexed by the Institute of

ScientificScientific Information (ISI). The produc-Information (ISI). The produc-

tion of ISI-indexed papers doubled in thistion of ISI-indexed papers doubled in this

5-year-period. The mean impact factor of5-year-period. The mean impact factor of

the ISI-indexed journals where articlesthe ISI-indexed journals where articles

were published was 1.82 (range 0.01–were published was 1.82 (range 0.01–

29.51); 64% were published in journals29.51); 64% were published in journals

with an impact factorwith an impact factor 441. The number1. The number

of Brazilian articles in psychiatry andof Brazilian articles in psychiatry and

psychology (442) published betweenpsychology (442) published between

1998 and 20031998 and 2003 corresponds to 10% ofcorresponds to 10% of

France’s (4129) production, but the impactFrance’s (4129) production, but the impact

factors are very similar: 4.48 and 4.83,factors are very similar: 4.48 and 4.83,

respectively (data from ISI, reported onrespectively (data from ISI, reported on

http://in-cities.com/countries).http://in-cities.com/countries).

Although health problems in develop-Although health problems in develop-

ing countries account for over 90% of theing countries account for over 90% of the

world’s potential life-years lost, only 5%world’s potential life-years lost, only 5%

of global health research funds are devotedof global health research funds are devoted

to these problems (Marito these problems (Mari et alet al, 1997). The, 1997). The

investment channelled to postgraduate andinvestment channelled to postgraduate and

human resource educational programmeshuman resource educational programmes

in Brazil has assured the country a modestin Brazil has assured the country a modest

but continuous contribution to the world-but continuous contribution to the world-

wide production of knowledge in health.wide production of knowledge in health.

It is expected that the quality of the scienti-It is expected that the quality of the scienti-

fic production of countries such as Brazilfic production of countries such as Brazil

will influence editors’ decision-makingwill influence editors’ decision-making

and overcome eventual ‘institutionaland overcome eventual ‘institutional

racism’ (Horton, 2003).racism’ (Horton, 2003).
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One hundred years agoOne hundred years ago

The attitude of the legal professionThe attitude of the legal profession
towards the medical professiontowards the medical profession

IINN a letter published in Ta letter published in THEHE LLANCETANCET of Feb.of Feb.

27th, p. 611, Dr. E. M27th, p. 611, Dr. E. MAGENNISAGENNIS, writing of, writing of

the conduct of barristers in Ireland, de-the conduct of barristers in Ireland, de-

plored the disappearance of that courteousplored the disappearance of that courteous

treatment of the medical witness whichtreatment of the medical witness which

once characterised cross-examination butonce characterised cross-examination but

which at the same time did not preventwhich at the same time did not prevent

the most vigorous investigation of the facts,the most vigorous investigation of the facts,

and he drew attention to the unwarrantedand he drew attention to the unwarranted

impertinence, frequently amounting to po-impertinence, frequently amounting to po-

sitive insult, which appears to arise fromsitive insult, which appears to arise from

the assumption that the medical witnessthe assumption that the medical witness

must not only be prejudiced but ready tomust not only be prejudiced but ready to

give perjured evidence on behalf of thegive perjured evidence on behalf of the

party employing him. There are manyparty employing him. There are many

who agree with Dr. Mwho agree with Dr. MAGENNISAGENNIS, and who, and who

will add that the discourteous treatmentwill add that the discourteous treatment

of the medical witness is not altogetherof the medical witness is not altogether
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