
ANNOUNCEMENTS __

International Association ofLaw L ibraries

"Catalunya, Spain , Europe, and Latin America­

Regional Lega l Systems and T heir Literature"

12th IAL L Course on International Law Librarianship,

Aug ust 17- 21, 1993

U ni versit at Pompeu Fabra, Facultat de Drct (Law School),

C a rre r Balmes 132, Barcelona 08008, Ca talu nya, Sp ain

The rzth IALL C ou rse will deal w ith th e interrelati on ship between Ca­

talun ya , Spa in, Eu ro pe, a nd Latin A merica. Thus, th e three m ain topics of

th e prog ra m a re

• Spa in a nd Cata lunya

• Spa in a nd E uro pe

• S pai n a nd Latin A m eri ca.

The IAL L Course wi ll be held di rectly befor e th e 59th IFLA Gene ra l

Con fe re nce which takes place in Ba rcelon a, A ugust 22- 28, 1993.

T he IALL Cou rse begi ns at 5:00 p.m ., Tuesda y, A ug ust 17, a nd ends a t

I I :00 a .rn ., Saturday, A ugust 2 I.

The co n fere nce fee is US $ 220 or DM 350 fo r pa rti cipa n ts and US$ 150

or DM 240 for acco m pany ing persons. The fee cover s con fere nce m at erials,

co ffee br eaks, open ing recept ion , lunches, closin g dinner, a nd tr ansp ortati on

fo r excu rsion. C he q ues accom pa n ied by letter of reg istrat ion sho uld be sen t

be fore Ju ly I, 1993 eithe r to

• Marie-Lou ise Be rn al, Treasurer, IALL, P.O . Box 5709 , W ashington,

D .C. 200 1{}- 1309, U .S.A . [F ax] (202) 7° 7- 1820; [T el.] (202) 707~8GG

fo r part icipants living ou tside Europe (payments in US$)

o r to

• Jii rgen C hristo ph Goda n, Second Vice-President, IALL, Max­

Planck -I nstitu te fiir aus landi sches un d int ern at iona les Pr ivatrech r,

Miu el weg 187, 0 -2000 H a m bur g 13 [F ax] (49) 4(}-4 I27- 21:l8; [Tel.]

(49) 4(}-4 I27-3 28 for part icipants living in Eu rope (pay ments in DM).

Colleagues who want fu rt he r info rma tion concern ing pr ogram or accom ­

mod ati on shou ld co ntact [u rgcn h risto ph Gti da n.
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A Uniform In tern ational C itation/Q uotation System:

Is It Possible?

rqth Intern ational Congress of Comparati ve Law.

Athens, Greece, Jul y-August 1994-

W ALT E R ROD I NO , Sec reta ry-Gene ra l of th e In tern a tiona l Institute fo r th e

U nifica tion of Pri vat e Law (UN ID RO IT) in Rome, Ita ly, has been

a ppoin ted th e ge ne ra l rappo rte ur by the In te rn ational Acad em y of Com ­

pa rati ve Law on th e topi c of "For a U niform International Q uotation Sys ­

te m " to be d iscussed a t th e 14th In tern ationa l Cong ress o f Com pa ra t ive

Law. This Cong ress will ta ke place in Athen s, G reece, in Jul y-A ug ust ' 994.

In pre parat ion for the Cong ress, W alt er Rodino has pr epared a questi on ­

nai re w hich a lso fo rms the basis for th e paper s on th is topi c to be presented

a t the Cong ress. H e has k in dl y pe rm itted the lntcrnational [ou rnal of Legal
Inf ormation to re pr int the q uestionnaire , a nd its tex t appears at the end of

th is introductory no te.

A ll law librar ian s a nd lega l informa tion specialists , whe re nat ion al ra p­

porteurs have no t been a ppo inted yet for thi s topic, ar e ur ged to co m m u ni­

cat e wit h th eir resp ecti ve nati onal compa rative law com m itte es or o rgani ­

zati ons a nd recommend the appoi ntment of ra ppo rt eurs fo r the U nifor m

Internat ional Q uo tatio n System to pic. They a re a lso in vited to w rite a nd

express thei r views on the fea sibi lity, con te nt , and nature of a un ifo rm in­

terna tiona l cit ati on/quot ation system , as well as pla n to atte nd th e At he ns

Cong ress of C ompa ra tive La w. Thc ed ito rs of th e International [ou rnal of
Legal Inf ormation co rd ially inv ite pcr son s inte rested in thi s topi c to pr esent

thei r papers o r a rt icle s rela ting th e ret o for publ icati on in thi s journal.

The follo w ing na tion al reporter s a re kn own to have been a ppo in ted for

th e topic of uni form in ternati on al cita t ion/q uota tion syste m:

A ustra lia

G erma ny

N etherland s

Ms. Mar gar et McAlecse

Law Librar y

U nive rsity of Syd ney

D. Jiirge n C. G od an

Max-Plan ck Institut e

H a m bur g

Pr ofessor G.R . de Groot

Facu lty of Law

Maast richt U niv er sit y
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r.(rJ l IN T ER N /I TI ON A L CONG RESS OF CO M PARATIVE L A IV 5

Switzerland

U nit ed Kingdom

U nited Sta tes

Dr. Marc For ster

Greffi er to th e Federal Tribunal

Lau san ne

Mr. Pierre Legrand

Europ ean Legal Studies

Lan caster U nive rs ity

P rofessor C h in Kim

Californ ia W estern School of Law

Q U EST IO N S AN D DRAFT OUTLINE

FO R TIlE P REPA RATI ON OF T il E NATIONAL REPORTS

ON ,\ UN I FOR M I NTERNATION AI. SYST EM OF C ITATION

The publication of nati on al o r in ternati on al e ncy clo pedias o r tr eati ses a nd

monographs on co m pa ra tive law raises th e pr obl em of th e crea tion o f a

uni form sys te m of ci ta tio n legi slat ion , case law a nd bibli ogra phic refercn ces.

Moreover th e inc rea sing circula tion of legal d ocuments in th e co u rse of bu si­

ness or by new technolog ical instru ments (on-line da ta banks o r C D - Ro ms)

rai ses th e pr ob lem of how int ernati on al and foreign legal sou rces sho u ld be

cited. C ita tions of instruments of int ernationa l uniform law, such as thc

Vienna Conven tion on th e In te rn ational Sal e of G ood s, vary according to

th e la ng uage in w h ich th e cita tion is mad e. In th ese circu ms ta nces recourse

to a n int ernation al cita tio n syste m which tak es into acco unt both interna­

tion al a nd nat ion al lega l documentati on a ppea rs use ful.

In th is fra mework a se ries of q uest ion s may be pu t to th e nati on al ra p­

po rte u rs:

I. Is th e crea tion of a uni form int ernat ion al system of cita tio n use ­

fu l?

2 . \Vould it be pr efer abl e to create a uniform internati on a l syste m

of cita tio n on th e bases, for exa m ple, o f th e cita tion syste m used in the

U nited Statcs (cf. Blu eb ook : U nifo rm System of C ita tion, 15th ed itio n),

a m plify ing it, or would it be prefe rable to a ma lgama te di ffer ent na­

tion al re fe rence systems in o rde r to create a new un iform syste m?

3. Does a uniform system exi st in your country? If so, is its ' use

co m pu lso ry in some cases? For exa mple, a re law yers and judgcs re­

quired to use it in th e cou rts ? Is th er e a ny o rga niza tion or body re­

spo nsible for upda ti ng it a nd kee pi ng un iform suc h a system ? If a un i­

form syste m does not exis t, a re th er e spec ific rules to be follo wed w he n

cit ing legal sources ?

4. l Jo you feci it would be worthwhile to request th e co lla bo ration
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6 IN T E R N ATION AL JOUR NAL OF L EGAL INF ORMATION

of th e Internati on al Associati on of Law Libraries in creating a uni form

system of citati on?

5. As concerns method ology, shou ld the differen ces between th e na­

tion al systems be m aintain ed in a uniform internati on al system o f ci­

tation or sho u ld a pr ocess of unification and coordination be at­

tempted ? Or sho uld a pr edetermined m ethod which do es not take in to

account alrea dy existing nati on al uniform systems of cita tion be

ado pted ?

6. Sh ould a uniform internati on al system of citation of internat ion al

legislat ion and case law be cre ated ? Sh ould a sing le lan guage be used

or sho uld othe r systems be ado pted?

These question s a re not to be cons ide red exha ustive. Each National Re­

port could be based on th e following points:

a. A br ief outl ine of th e nati on al uniform system of cita tion used

where one ex ists . Is its use com pulso ry?

b. The citat ions used in you r coun try as conce rns legi slat ion and
caselaw whic h de r ive fro m int ernation al instruments (e.g. th e Vienna

Conve ntio n on th e Internati onal Sale of Goods, th e W ar saw Conve n­

tion ).

c. Suggest ions as conce rns a uni form int ernati on al system of cita t ion

{"cita tion" bei ng a mor e pr ecise term th an "q uo ta tio n"} th at could be

eithe r

(i) based on alrea dy ex isting uniform systems whi ch can be co ­

ord ina ted and extended to countr ies which do not yet have

th eir own uniform systems; or

(ii) en tirely new ly crea ted.

d . Opin ions on th e ad visability of elab orating a uniform int erna­

tion al system of cita tion.

e. The impac t of d iffere nt nati on al systems of cita tio n on interna­

tion al legal da ta banks and th e conseq ue nces th at would result fro m

th e existence of a un iform inte rna tiona l system of cita tions in th is co n­

text.
f. Use of one or m or e lan guages in th e elab or ati on o f an uni form

in te rna tio na l system of cita tion.

g. Suggestio ns as to th e elab or at ion of a minimum number of ele­

m ents to be cited in ide nt ifyi ng sou rces suc h as legislati on and casc law

referred to in lega l documents wh ich will be circulated abroad (e.g.

tr an slation s of legi slation requested by fo re ign gove rn me nts on the ba­
sis of inte rna tiona l conve ntio ns; decisions to be exec u ted ab roa d) .
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