
for the valuable insight they offer into a person’s lifeworld, one drawbackof this type
of interaction is that an expanded discursive space has the potential to inadvertently
shift attention from the patient and compromise the delicate balance between in-
formed decision making and personal autonomy.

It is equally true, as Kondo reflects in the final chapter, that while culturally in-
formed politeness strategies, employed by Japanese medical professionals to indi-
cate respect for their elders and protect sensitivities, may problematise notions of
what constitutes clear communication, they are based on sociocultural norms that
are crucial for patient engagement. By drawing attention to the local challenges
in reconciling models of interaction and PCC, Kondo’s innovative framework
makes a practical contribution to the field, and this fascinating volume is likely
to prove of great interest to those working in medical education.

(Received 21 September 2023)
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Connected Parenting presents a conceptual framework for analysing online parent-
ing networks. Mackenzie grounds this exploration of social media and messaging
practices in multidisciplinary perspectives from qualitative sociolinguis-
tics=discourse analysis, family sociology, and digital media studies. It combines
theoretical innovation with case studies of six UK-based queer and=or single
parents who had children in non-traditional ways, utilising interview and survey
data on digital practices, as well as participants’ messages, posts, and other
online media. The text is important in centring family structures that are often rel-
egated to the margins in theorizations that build on hegemonic norms of white,
middle-class, heterosexual, nuclear family structures.

The first two chapters describe grounded theory and mediated discourse analy-
sis, explaining their history and arguing for their employment in linguistics.
Chapter 2 demonstrates the author’s use of these methodologies—from research
design, through recruitment, coding, and analysis.

The following chapters break down the three interconnected components of
Mackenzie’s framework: collective, epistemic, and affective connection. Each
chapter introduces a single participant, theorising out from their social media
data and self-reports of online activity. Chapters 3 and 4 propose collective connec-
tion as parents positioning themselves and others as part of a community with
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shared experiences. Mackenzie demonstrates how resonant parenting experiences
in adopter communities (such as washing nappies) are entextualised as collective
practice through social media posts and group chats. This allows parents with mar-
ginalised family structures to co-create solidarity and normalcy. Chapters 5 and 6
name epistemic connection, highlighting how constructing and exchanging ‘knowl-
edge’ through articles, resources, and personal experiences builds community.
Mackenzie demonstrates the political functions of knowledge-sharing in legitimis-
ing parents’ perspectives, combating stigma and misinformation, and appealing for
collective action. Chapters 7 and 8 elucidate affective connection, exploring
parents’ uses of emoji, emotive orthography, humour, and digitally-mediated
care practices in communicating care and support.

Connected Parenting expands the idea of parenting from parent-child relationships
to encompass broader practices that sustain families within fraught sociopolitical con-
texts. The intimate focus on individuals’ own communities differs from other work
that focuses on online groups. The book showcases the richness of multimodal anal-
ysis, spanning emoji in social media posts, discursive negotiation in message threads,
and interview themes. However, the book’s greatest challenge also lies in its eclectic
nature. The continual introductory framing of social media platforms, modes of anal-
ysis, and participants sometimes feels unfocused and repetitive, potentially taking the
reader out of the arguments. As all participants are white and British=European, it
remains to be seen how the theoretical interventions apply to families of colour, par-
ticularly in different geopolitical contexts such as those in the Global South.

Connected Parenting approaches digital practices in an exciting and accessible
way. Its innovative and instructive chapters would be ideal for teaching qualitative
digital sociolinguistics. As a provocation on social change, a methodological guide-
book, and an advancement in theory on parenting, family practices, social net-
works, and digital media, the book articulates the importance of paying close
attention to the networks and practices of ‘doing’ family in a digital age.
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Language in Society 53 (2024)
doi:10.1017/S0047404523001094

KAREN V. BEAMAN & GREGORY R. GUY (eds.), The coherence of linguistic commu-
nities: Orderly heterogeneity and social meaning. New York: Routledge, 2022.
Pp. 346. Hb. $170.

ALLISON T. CASAR

Department of Linguistics, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
707 S Mathews Ave, Urbana, IL 61801

casar2@illinois.edu

This volume addresses the ‘unity problem’ within sociolinguistics. Building from
Guy & Hinskens’ (2016) work in Lingua, contributors seek to ‘broaden the…
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