
Notes on the Contributors

Rafael Argullol, philosopher, writer and novelist, won the Nadal Prize for his 
volume of poetry La Raison du mal. He holds the chair of aesthetics and art theory at
Pompeu Fabra University, Barcelona, where he heads the University Institute of
Culture (IUC). His research is concerned with the philosophy of culture, cultural and
literary myths, and Greek tragedy. His published works include: Le Quattrocento,
L’Attraction de l’abîme, Le Héros et l’unique, La Fatigue de l’Occident and La Fin du monde
comme oeuvre d’art. Address: Institut Universitari de Cultura, Universitat Pompeu
Fabra, Edifici Jaume I (Campus de la Ciutadella), Tamon Trias fargas 25–7, 08005
Barcelona, Spain. [email: iuc@upf.edu]

Henri Atlan, a medical doctor and holder of a doctorat d’état (PhD) in science, was a
researcher with NASA at the AMES Research Center and is currently emeritus pro-
fessor in biophysics at the Universities of Paris-VI and Jerusalem. He is director of
research at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS) in Paris, direc-
tor of the Human Biology Research Centre and ‘scholar in residence’ in philosophy
and the ethics of biology at the Hadassah University Hospital, Jerusalem. He has
written a theory of complexity and auto-organization as well as many books on cell
biology and immunology, artificial intelligence and on philosophy and bioethics.
Address: 156 bd Montparnasse, 75014 Paris, France. [email: Henri.Atlan@ehess.fr]

Tanella Boni, philosopher, poet and novelist, was vice-dean of the faculty of letters,
arts and human sciences at the University of Abidjan and president of the
Association of Côte d’Ivoire Writers. A member of the World Academy of Poetry,
she has written around 15 novels, essays and poetry collections. In her writing
(poems, novels, essays, short stories, etc.) she is concerned with the sharing of
knowledge, defence of human rights, living together, the idea of humanity and the
day-to-day life of women. Her recent publications include: ‘Letter to future genera-
tions’ (Unesco, 1999), Matins de couvre-feu (Prix Ahmadou Kourouma, 2005) and Les
Nègres n’iront jamais au paradis (2006). Address: c/o Cipsh, 1 rue Miollis, 75732 Paris
Cedex 15, France. [email: sysson2006@yahoo.fr]
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Michael Mousa Karayanni holds the Edward S. Silver chair in civil process at the
law faculty of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem. A former director of the Minerva
Center for Human Rights, his research is concerned with inter-religious law, inter-
national private law and multiculturalism. His publications include: Forum Non
Conveniens in the Modern Age (2004); and Religion in the Public Sphere. A Comparative
Analysis of German, Israeli, American and International Law (with W. Brugger, 2006).
Address: Vice-Dean, The Faculty of Law, The Hebrew University, Jerusalem 9105,
Israel. [email: michaelk@mscc.huji,ac.il]

Michel Maffesoli, lecturer in sociology at the Sorbonne, director of the Centre
d’Etudes sur l’Actuel et le Quotidien (Sorbonne) and the Centre de Recherche sur
l’Imaginaire at the Maison des Sciences de l’Homme, is editor of the international
journal Sociétés and Cahiers de l’Imaginaire. He has published many books on social
and cultural phenomena. Address: 20 rue Pierre et Marie Curie, 75005 Paris, France.
[email: maffesoli@ceaq-sorbonne.org; MichelMaffesoli@univ-paris5.fr]

Ru Xin, a philosopher, is considered to be one of the most prominent Chinese 
scholars. He is a former vice-president of the ICPHS and the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, Beijing. Address: Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, 5 Jianguomennei Dajie, 100732 Beijing, China. [ruxin@cass.org.cn]

Joseph Yacoub has been lecturing in political sciences at the Catholic University 
in Lyon, France (Institut des Droits de l’Homme), since 1975. With a doctorate in 
history and another in letters and the science of history from the University of Lyon
II, he is a specialist in human rights, ethnic and cultural minorities, indigenous 
peoples and eastern Aramaic-speaking Christians and is the author of many books
in several languages. Address: 114 grande rue Guillotière, 69007 Lyon, France. 
[email: jyacoub@univ-catholyon.fr]
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