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IAU Symposium No. 81, "Dynamics of the Solar System", was held at 
the Hydrographic Office, Tokyo, Japan, during 23-26 May 1978. The Sym
posium was cosponsored by COSPAR and IUTAM, and generous financial sup
port was also provided by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. 
IAU sponsorship was through Commissions 4, 7 and 20, and the Scientific 
Organizing Committee consisted of the current Presidents, Vice Presi
dents and immediate Past Presidents of these Commissions: V. K. Abalakln, 
R. L. Duncombe, Y. Kozai, L. Kresfik, B. G. Marsden (Chairman), P. J. 
Message, A. M. Sinzi, G. Sitarski and V. G. Szebehely. 

There were 64 participants from 15 countries, and 55 invited and 
contributed papers were read. The papers covered all branches of re
search on solar-system dynamics, and the eight sessions (chaired by Y. 
Kozai, V. G. Szebehely, W. Fricke, A. M. Sinzi, G. Sitarski, B. G. 
Marsden, R. L. Duncombe and J. Schubart, respectively) basically in
cluded papers on the stability of the solar system, the restricted and 
general three-body problems, the status of the Ephemeris, theories of 
the motions of the natural satellites, studies on commensurable motions 
of the minor planets, dynamical and physical investigations on the ori
gin and evolution of comets, planetary theory, and the dynamics of the 
rings of Saturn and Uranus. The order of the papers has been somewhat 
rearranged in this proceedings volume (edited by R. L. Duncombe), which 
presents the scientific contributions in six main sections. 

Only twice has an IAU Symposium ever been held in Japan, and it was 
particularly appropriate that a meeting on the dynamics of the solar 
system could be held in the homeland of Prof. Y. Hagihara, the most dis
tinguished living celestial mechanician. Prof. Hagihara served as a 
Vice President of the IAU during 1961-1967 and as President of Commis
sion 7 during 1964-1967, and although now 81 years old, he was able to 
attend at least part of the sessions on each day of the Symposium. As 
noted elsewhere, these proceedings are being dedicated to him. During 
the Symposium Prof. Hagihara was also honored by having his name at
tached both to a minor planet and to a certain hyperelliptic integral 
that plays an important role in the theory of the Trojan group of minor 
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planets. The citation for the name of the minor planet appears in full 
on Minor Planet Circ. Nos. 4419-4420; for information about the Hagihara 
integral, the reader is referred to the paper by B. Garfinkel in this 
volume. 

The efforts of the local organizers in making IAU Symposium No. 81 
a success are greatly appreciated. The Local Organizing Committee con
sisted of G. Hori, H. Kinoshita (Secretary), Y. Kozai (Chairman) and 
A. M. Sinzi, but sincere thanks are also due the great number of stu
dents and other assistants who ensured that the Symposium was conducted 
with typical Japanese efficiency. 

IN MEMORIAM 

The editor notes with sorrow the death of Prof. Y. Hagihara on 
29 January 1979. 
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