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Maurice Aymard a historian, was a student of Fernand Braudel. After studying at
the Ecole Normale Supérieure, he concentrated on the economic history of the
Mediterranean world, on which he has become one of the leading European special-
ists and the author of many essays and books. Director of studies at the EHESS, he is
Administrator of the Maison des Sciences de l’Homme. In 1998 he was elected to the
post of Secretary General of the International Council for Philosophy and Human-
istic Studies (ICPHS). He has published, among other works: Histoire économique de
l’Italie à l’époque moderne, 1991; editor, with Perry Anderson, Paul Bairoch, Walter
Barberis and Carlo Ginzburg, of Histoire de l’Europe in five volumes. Address : Maison
des Sciences de l’Homme, 54, Boulevard Raspail, 75006 Paris, France. 
[email: aymard@msh-paris.fr]

Rafael Argullol is a philosopher and the author of many essays, among them El
quattrocento; L’Attraction de l’abîme; Le Héros et l’unique; and La Fatigue de l’Occident.
He is also a playwright, novelist and poet. He holds the chair in aesthetics and arts
theory at the Pompeu Fabra University in Barcelona. His research is concerned with
the philosophy of culture, cultural and literary myths and Greek tragedy. Address:
Pompeu Fabra University, Norte 68-4-1, 08950 Espulgas, Barcelona, Spain. 
[email: rafael.argullol@huma.upf.es]

Luíz Felipe Baêta Neves was born in Rio de Janeiro in 1945. He has a doctorate in
anthropology from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro and carried out post-
doctoral studies in social science at the University of Paris V–Sorbonne. He lectures
at the State University of Rio de Janeiro and is a researcher-coordinator at the
National Library in Rio, where he used to lecture at the National Museum. He is the
author of several articles on the social imaginary – in particular on relations between
indigenous people and colonizers in colonial Brazil – and on social memory. His
main books are Le Combat des soldats du Christ à la Terre des Perroquets: Colonialisme et
répression culturelle, 1979; Les Masques de la totalité totalitaire: Mémoire et production
sociales, 1988; Vieira et l’imagination sociale jésuitique: Maranhão et Grão-Pará au XVIIe
siècle, 1997. Address: Rua Benjamin Constant, 55/1003 – Glória, Rio de Janeiro, RJ
20241-150, Brazil. [email: lfbaetaneves@uol.com.br]
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Francisco Delich holds a doctorate in law and social science from the National
University of Cordoba and a Diplôme d’études supérieures from the Sorbonne; he
teaches economic sociology at the University of Cordoba and sociological theory at
the University of Buenos Aires. He was rector of the University of Buenos Aires
(1983–86) and the National University of Cordoba (1989–1995), and director of the
National Library of Argentina. He is currently president of the Latin-American
Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO, 2000–2004). He has been secretary of state for
education. Recent books: Cultura del lavoro e disoccupazione (with Maurice Aymard,
1999); Señales (1999); La crisis en la crisis: estado, sociedad y mercado en la Argentina con-
temporánea (2002). His books and articles have been translated into several languages.
Address: Paragua 2302, piso 27, apto 2, 325 Capital Federal, Argentina. 
[email: fdelich47@hotmail.com]

Carlo Ginzburg born in Turin in 1939, is a historian and teaches Italian
Renaissance studies at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), having
taught at the University of Bologna. He is a well-known representative of the ‘micro-
historical method’. Author of many articles published in the main academic journals,
his books have been translated into 23 languages. Among these books are: The Cheese
and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth-century Miller, 1980; The Night Battles:
Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, 1983; The
Enigma of Piero. Piero Della Francesca: The Baptism, The Arezzo Cycle, The Flagellation,
1985; Clues, Myths, and the Historical Method, 1989; Ecstasies: Deciphering the Witches’
Sabbath, 1990; The Judge and the Historian: Marginal Notes on a Late Twentieth-century
Miscarriage of Justice, 1999; History, Rhetoric, and Proof, 1999; No Island is an Island: Four
Glances at English Literature in a World Perspective, 2000; Wooden Eyes: Nine Reflections
on Distance, 2001. He received the Aby Warburg Prize in 1992. Address: Largo
Respighi 4, Bologna 40126, Italy. 
[email: ginzburg@history.ucla.edu]

Jean Greisch a philosopher, teaches in the Faculty of Philosophy at the Institut
Catholique de Paris. Among his most recent publications are: Ontologie et temporalité:
Esquisse d’une interprétation intégrale de Sein und Zeit, Paris, 1994; L’Arbre de vie et 
l’arbre du savoir: Les racines phénoménologiques de l’herméneutique heideggérienne, Paris,
2000; Le Cogito herméneutique: L’herméneutique philosophique et l’héritage cartésien, Paris,
2000; Paul Ricœur: L’itinérance du sens, 2001; Le Buisson ardent et les Lumières de la
Raison: L’invention de la philosophie de la religion (vol. I, Héritages et héritiers du 19e 
siècle, Paris, 2002; vol. II, Les approches phénoménologiques et analytiques, 2002; vol. III,
Vers un paradigme herméneutique, 2003). Address: 143, Boulevard Raspail, 75006 Paris,
France. [email: greisch@wanadoo.fr]

Nélida Piñon an essayist and novelist, was born near Rio de Janeiro in 1937. Since
her literary debut she has been part of the movement for the formal renewal of 
language inspired by the work of Guimarães Rosa. Her books have been translated
into Spanish, English, German, Russian and Italian, and have been awarded several
international prizes. In 1995 she received the Juan Rulfo International Literature
Prize. Among her books are: Guia-mapa de Gabriel Arcanjo, novel (1961); Fundador,
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novel (1969); A casa da paixão, novel (1972); A república dos sonhos, novel (1984); O pão
de cada dia, fragments (1994). She is a member of the Brazilian Academy of Literature.
Address: Rua Epitacio Pessoa 4.956, 801 Rio de Janeiro, RJ 22471-001, Brazil. 
[email: npinon1999@aol.com]

Eduardo Portella a philosopher and essayist, is emeritus professor of the Federal
University of Rio de Janeiro and president of the Brazilian Biblioteca Nacional
Foundation. A former minister of education, culture and science in Brazil, founder of
the Colégio do Brasil and the journal Tempo brasileiro, he held the posts of assistant
director general and president of the general conference at UNESCO. Author of sev-
eral books on modernity, culture, education, politics and literature, he coordinates
the orientation committee for the programme ‘Chemins de la pensée à l’aube du
troisième millénaire’. Address: Colégio do Brasil (ORDECC), Rue Gago Countinho,
59, Rio de Janeiro, RJ 22221-070, Brazil. [email: portell@uol.com.br]

Reginaldo Prandi is titular professor in sociology at the University of São Paulo.
Among his many books are: Ifá, o Adivinho, 2002; Mitologia dos orixás, 2001; Os
príncipes do destino: histórias da mitologia afro-brasileira, 2001; Um sopro do Espírito, 1998;
A renovação conservadora do catolicismo carismático, 1998; Heredeiras do axé: Sociologia das
religiões afro-brasileiras, 1996; Os candomblés de São Paulo: A velha magia na metrópole
nova, 1991. Recent articles: ‘Exu, de mensageiro a diabo: sincretismo católico e 
demonização do orixá Exu’, in Revista Usp, no. 50, 2001; ‘O candomblé e o tempo:
concepções de tempo, saber e autoridade da África para as religiões afro-brasileiras’,
in Revista Brasileira de Ciências Sociais, no. 47, 2001. Address: Rua Coronel Gomes
Pimentel, 77 Villa Mariana, São Paulo, SP 04111-040, Brazil. [email: rprandi@usp.br]

Renato Janine Ribeiro lectures in ethics and political philosophy at the University
of São Paulo. His theoretical interests concentrate on political action as a dramatic
presentation, and the possibility of applying to political action categories of analysis
appropriate to theatre. In 2000 he published the volume A Sociedade contra o Social: o
alto custo da vida pública no Brasil. Address: Professor of Ethics and Political
Philosophy, University of São Paulo, Rua Lucilia Marcel 55, São Paulo, SP 04477-220,
Brazil. [email: rjanine@usp.br]

Luca Maria Scarantino was born in Milan in 1968. A disciple of Jean Petitot, his
work is concerned with contemporary Italian philosophy and epistemology and,
more recently, the logical structure of the discourse of propaganda. In 2002 he 
published the first French edition of Giulio Preti’s Ecrits philosophiques. Since 1996 he
has been deputy secretary general of the International Council for Philosophy and
Humanistic Studies. Address: ICPHS, UNESCO, 1 rue Miollis, 75015 Paris, France.
[email: luca.scarantino@ehess.fr]

Susan Sontag is the author of four novels, The Benefactor, Death Kit, The Volcano
Lover, and In America, which won the 2000 National Book Award for Fiction; a 
collection of stories, I, etcetera; several plays, including Alice in Bed and Lady from the
Sea; and seven works of non-fiction, among them On Photography, which won the
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National Book Critics Circle Award for criticism, Illness as Metaphor, and Where the
Stress Falls. Her books are translated into thirty-two languages. In 2001, she was
awarded the Jerusalem Prize for the body of her work; in 2003, she received the
Prince of Asturias Prize for Literature and the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade.
Address: c/o Publicity Department, Farrar Straus & Giroux, 19 Union Square West,
New York, NY, 10003, USA. [email, assistant to Susan Sontag, Anne Jump:
anne@susansontag.com]

José Vidal-Beneyto teaches sociology at the Universidad Complutense in Madrid;
he has taught in various European and American universities and is currently 
director of the Collège des Hautes Etudes Européennes Miguel Servet in Paris. A
militant democrat opposed to Franco’s dictatorship, he was president of the Junta
Democrática in Madrid (1974–77), then counsellor extraordinary to Spanish minis-
ters of education (1980–82) and foreign affairs (1982–85); director general of educa-
tion, science and culture at the Council of Europe (1985–91); special adviser to the
president of the EBRD (1991–93) and governor of the European Foundation for
Culture (1991–98); chief adviser to the director general of UNESCO (1993–99) and
adviser to the European Union (1994–99). At present he is secretary general of 
the European Agency for Culture, member of the editorial committee for various
journals and a regular contributor to the newspapers El País and Le Monde
Diplomatique. Among his most recent publications are: La Méditerranée plurielle, 2000;
La ventana global, 2002, and Vers une société civile globale, 2003. Address: Collège des
Hautes Etudes Européennes, 6–12, rue Jean Calvin, 75005 Paris, France.
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