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A NAHDA OF CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS?
HEALTH SERVICE PROVISION AND THE
POLITICS OF AID IN PALESTINE

This article discusses the modalities through which religious and secular nongovernmental medical
organizations frame their work in relation to their constituencies. It argues that their discourses
exemplify a differentiated approach to social work that can be explained in the context of massive
aid disbursed to the occupied Palestinian territories. To understand how the political economy of
aid impacts the framing of socioreligious movements, this article focuses on a case study of health
organizations operating in the Hebron district, where a mixed matrix of charitable organizations,
Islamic institutions, and zakat committees work along secular nongovernmental organizations.
In the past decade, there seems to have been a revival of charitable organizations, which may
shed light on current political victories of the Islamic sector. If Islamic socioreligious movements
have been successful in promoting discourses of common good that attract more popular support
than secular organizations, it is precisely because such discourses are in open (and sometimes
conscious) tension with liberal conceptions such as good governance, strong civil society, and
democracy promotion that are relayed generally by secular and professionalized nongovernmental
organizations.
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