Medicine and History

QUANTIFICATION AND THE QUEST FOR
MEDICAL CERTAINTY

J. Rosser Matthews

Since its inception in World War I, the clinical trial has evolved into a standard
procedure in determining therapeutic efficacy. However, the use of comparative statistics
in a therapeutic context has a much longer history. Here ]. Rosser Matthews discusses
three crucial debates: that among clinicians before the Parisian Academy of Medicine in
1837, the debate in the German physiological literature during the 1850s, and, in the early
twentieth century, the debate over the bacteriologist’s diagnostic technique involving the
“opsonic index.”

Matthews demonstrates that despite the differences separating clinician, physiologist,
and bacteriologist, they all shared an antipathy toward the methods of the statistician.
Only when “medical decision-making” moved from the cloistered confines of profes-
sional medical expertise into the arena of open political debate could the medical
statistician (and the clinical trial) gain the upper hand.

“A perceptive book. . . . A most illuminating study. . . . “—Roy Porter, Nature

“An extremely thorough, revealing, and well-written account of the long-standing
fight between the numerate and the innumerate; between those who saw themselves as
down-to-earth practical doctors and those regarded by such men as airy-fairy theorists.
... "—Irvine Loudon, The Lancet
Cloth: £32.00 ISBN 0-691-03794-9
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FREUD, RACE, AND GENDER

Sander L. Gilman

“. . . the most convincing account of how Freud’s
anxiety about being Jewish is reflected in his work.”
—Howard Eilberg-Schwartz, New York Times Book Review

“Gilman [is] one of the most original and stimulat-
ing cultural historians of his generation.”

—New Statesman & Society

“...original and penetrating. . . display([s] all the
familiar hallmarks of Gilman'’s formidable scholarship.
. . . richly erudite in the small print of medico-scientific
writings of the fin-de-siecle era, showing Freud as a
child of his times.”—Roy Porter, The New Republic

Now in paper: £10.95 ISBN 0-691-02586-X
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