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In this paper we prove that if the strong dual of an echelon space fulfils the Mackey
convergence condition the echelon space is quasi-normable. Also we give a character-
isation of the quasi-normable echelon spaces and we deduce that every non-quasi-
normable echelon space is the strong dual of a non-complete (LB)-space.

The vector spaces used here are defined on the field K of real or complex numbers.
By the word "space" we mean a "locally convex space". Given a dual pair (E,F),
a(E,F), fi(E,F) and |3(E, F) are the weak, Mackey and strong topologies on E,
respectively. Given a space H, H' is its topological dual. If B is a bounded absolutely
convex subset of H, HB is the normed space on the linear hull of B normed by the
Minkowski functional of B. A sequence (x^) in H converges to x in the sense of
Mackey if there is an absolutely convex and bounded subset of H, A, such that x and x,,
belong to HA, n = 1, 2 , . . . , and (x,,) converges to x in HA. H verifies the Mackey
convergence condition if every convergent sequence in H converges in the sense of
Mackey. H verifies the strict Mackey convergence condition if for every bounded set M
in H there exists a bounded absolutely convex set B in H such that M is bounded in
HB and the topology of HB coincides with topology of H on M. If H is quasi-barrelled,
H is quasi-normable, (1, p. 106), if H'[(i(H', H)] verifies the strict Mackey convergence
condition.

In the sequel A will denote an echelon space and Ax its a-dual. Let us suppose that
the echelons which define A

a —yax , a 2 , . . . , a p , . . . ) , n — l , z , . . . ,

are positive, form an increasing sequence of vectors and for each index p there is an
index q such that a(

p
q) f 0, (see (3)). Let

Bn={a = (al,a2,...,ap,...):\ap\^a<p"\p = l,2,...}.

We put A£c> for the linear hull of Bn endowed with the closed unit ball Bn. The norm
of A > is | | f

<p is the space of all sequences with only finitely many non-zero coordinates. By <p(1)

we represent the subspace of AX[/3(AX, A)] of all the limits in the sense of Mackey of
sequences in <p.

If P is a subset of the set N of positive integers, let AX(P) be the subspace of
AX[/3(AX, A)] of the vectors with vanishing coordinates corresponding to indices outside
P.
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Lemma. The space <p(1) is complete if and only if there is for each peN an integer
q>p such that, if P is an arbitrary subset of N which verifies

( p )

then

inf

Proof. Suppose that there is a p e N such that, for each q > p, we can find an integer
r,r>q, and a subset P olN, such that

( ) neP, inf | ^ : n e P J ^ 0 , inf

We can select in P a sequence n1<n2< .. .<n,< ..., so that

a(P)
^ = a q ^0 , (1)

(p)

^ 0. (2)

The vector

y = (ci, c2 cn,...)

of A* defined by cn = 0, if n ̂  ns, cn = a(
n
p), if n = n,, s = 1 , 2 , . . . , lies in A*<P>.

Let <pn be the closure of <p D A.£<»> in Â<»> with the topology induced by A*<.o.
According to (1), 7 does not belong to <pq, and by (2), 7 lies in <pr. Therefore

and, consequently,

is an increasing non-stationary sequence of closed subspaces of A£&.>. Applying the
theorem of Baire to the Banach space A£<P> it results that

- U {<pn n A > : n = 1,2,. . .} = <p(1) n A >

is a non-closed subspace of A£o»> and therefore <p(1) is not complete.
Suppose now that the conditions of the lemma are verified. If <p(1) = Ax then <p(1) is

complete. If <p(1) is different from Ax we take a vector 0 = (blt b2,... ,bn,...) in Ax

which is not in <p(1). Let p eP*d be such that /3 € \%w. We obtain an integer q >p so that,
if P is an arbitrary subset of F**J which satisfies

(a(p)

aSTVO, neP, i n f [ ^ :
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then
a(p)

Since /3 e Ax (»> and (i £ <pq we can find a sequence of positive integers

Mi < n 2 < . . . < « , < . . .

so that
< ¥ 0 , s = l , 2 , . . .

and

There exists a positive real number b such that

Then

and therefore

{ (p) "̂

(X n I

—ST:S = 1,2,... \^0, r = q + l, q + 2 , . . . .

Using a diagonal process we can obtain a subsequence (ms) of (/tj) so that

l i m — ^ = 0,^=0, r = q, q + 1 , . . . (3)

Let Ax be the subspace of Ax[f3(Ax, A)] consisting of all the sequences with the nth
coordinate vanishing, for neN, n^ms, s = l , 2 , . . . . Let \\ be the subspace of
Ax[j3(Ax, A)] consisting of all the sequences with the msth coordinate vanishing,
s = 1, 2 , . . . . Then AX[/3(AX, A)] = Ax ®\\.

From (3) and (4) we obtain that Ax is topologically isomorphic to /" and the
projection of j3 onto Ax along Ax is not in the closure of <pDAx in Ax. On the other
hand, since <p(1) is a normal space it follows in a straightforward way that the projection
of the completion of <p(1) onto Ax along K\ coincides with the closure of <p D Ax in Ax

and therefore /3 does not belong to the completion of q>m and so <p(1) is complete.

Theorem 1. If <pm is complete, then A[jx(A, Ax)] is quasi-normable.

Proof. Given a bounded absolutely convex subset A of Ax[0(Ax, A)], we can find a
positive integer p such that A is a bounded set in Ax<p>. Let q be a positive integer,
q > p, which verifies the conditions of the lemma.
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Let us suppose that /3(AX, A) and the topology of Ax«o do not coincide on A.
Therefore there is a positive number c and a net in A

{(xj°):j6/, S} (5)
which converges to the origin in AX[{3(AX,A)] such that

ll(xP)||q>c, jeJ.
If j € J, we have that

Consequently, there exists a positive integer m, so that

|xO)|

For a suitable positive real number b

hence

and therefore

Then, by the lemma,
(p) 1

U (7)
fa(p)

inf - ^ : /

If M is the set {m, : / e J}, the space Ax[p(Ax, A)] is the topological direct sum of AX(M)
and X.X(N~M). Condition (7) shows that AX(M) is topologically isomorphic to a
Banach space. The projection of the net (5) on AX(M) along AX(JV~M) converges to
the origin in AX(M) and, therefore, given a positive number e<c, there exists a joeJ
such that, if j^j0,

0)|

and this contradicts (6).

If <pw is not complete it follows from the lemma that we can find a positive integer p
such that, for each q>p,qeN, there exists reN,r>q, and a subset H of N such that

(p)
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We put q = qu r = q2. We determine an increasing sequence of natural numbers

n n < n12 < . . . < nlf < . . .

such that

Let us suppose that, for s = 1,2,. . . , m, sequences of positive integers nsl<ns2<
.. .<n,i<... and numbers qs, qs+1 in M have already been constructed such that

a(p)

cs^0, (8)

Starting from qm+1 we can find a positive integer qm+2>qm+i and a subset P of N such
that

By (9), we can assume that P has been chosen disjoint from

{n,,:s = l , 2 , . . . , m ; i = l , 2 , . . . } .

Now we select a sequence

n

in P such that

Let A be the sectional subspace of X. defined by the system of steps

B(m) = (bOn). ij=l2,...) m = 1, 2, . . .

where

Theorem 2. If <p(1) is not complete, AX[(3(AX, A.)] docs not /ul/il the Mackey con-
vergence condition.
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Proof. Obviously, it is enough to show that AX[/3(AX, A)] does not verify the
Mackey convergence condition. In A* we consider the sequence ((x-")))™=1 defined in
the following way:

7 = 1 ,2 , . . . ;

7 = 1,2, . . . n ;

,...; . = 2 , 3 , . . . .

Let us see first that the sequence ((x-")))"=1 converges to the origin in AX[/3(AX, A)]. If
B is a bounded set in A[/x(A, Ax)] there exists a sequence (TO of positive numbers such
that, for each (uy) e B.

Given a positive number e, we can find iosW, io = 2, such that

<
io 2

Then, for each (Uj,) 6 B and neN, it follows that

y y „ x(«)
1 = 2 j = l

< y y „,.,<»>
li=2/ = l

+ Z
OO 00

z z «*$
i=2j=l

We can put (9) in the form

e
'2'

and, therefore, there exists 70e^J such that

Then, if n > / 0 it follows for (Uj,)eB,

z Z Z "o'S1'
1=2j

'o _ (
Z Z Klun+f^Z Z k l ^
i=2j=io+l ^ i=2j=jo+l *

£ ww+f
hence ((x-Jt)))"=1 converges to the origin in AX[/3(AX, A)].
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On the other hand, given the natural number m, by (8) it follows that
(n)
(

so that ((x-")))"=1 does not converge to the origin in A|<~).

From the former results we obtain the following theorem:

Theorem 3. In an echelon A, the following conditions are equivalent:
1. cp(1) is complete.
2. A[jx(A, Ax)] is quasi-normable.
3. AX[/3(AX, A)] verifies the Mackey convergence condition.

In (1) A. Grothendieck asks if there exists a space with a countable fundamental
system of bounded sets which verifies the Mackey convergence condition but not the
strict Mackey convergence condition. In (5) S. Warner gives an example answering this
question. In the following proposition we give a class of spaces with this property.

Proposition. If E is a Banach space such that E'[o~(E', E)] is not separable there is a
topology (£ on E, compatible with the dual pair <E, E'), such that E[(S] is a (DF)-space
which verifies the Mackey convergence condition but not the strict Mackey convergence
condition.

Proof. Let (5 be the topology on E of the uniform convergence on every countable
bounded subset of E'[a(E', E)]. Obviously <£ is compatible with the dual pair <E, E'). If
B is the closed unit ball of E, a fundamental system of bounded set of E[(S] is given by

{fiB:n = l , 2 , . . . } .

Every locally convex space E ^ coincides with EB, n = 1,2,... and, since
E'[a(E', E)] is not separable, <S is different of the topology of E, hence @ does not
coincide with the topology of E ^ on B and, therefore, E[(£] does not verify the strict
Mackey convergence condition.

Since E[@] is, obviously, a (DF)-space, @ and p(E,E') (which coincides with the
topology of E), coincide on every countable subset of E[@], [3, p. 392] and therefore if

is a sequence in E[(£] which converges to x, it also converges to x in E = £B.

Question. Is it true that every separable Frechet space, such that its strong dual
verifies the Mackey convergence condition, is quasi-normable?

Theorem 4. If A[fi(A, Ax)] is not quasi-normable, it is the strong dual of a {LB)-
space which is not complete.

Proof. The space A[fi(A, Ax)] is the strong dual of the subspace <p of AX[(3(AX, A)]
(2), hence A[fi(A, Ax)] is the strong dual of <p(1). On the other hand, <pm is a (LB)-space,
(4), and, by Theorem 1, <p(1) is not complete.
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Corollary. 1/A[fi(A, A*)] is not distinguished, it is the strong dual of a non-complete
(LB)-space.

Proof. It is straightforward considering Theorem 4 and the fact that every quasi-
normable Frechet space is distinguished. (3, p. 399).
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