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In this issue

Eric John
the medieval historian concludes his argument (in the context of
Beowulf) that a purely 'literary' approach to literature is only possible
where author and critic share certain social and cultural pre-
suppositions.

Rosemary Haughton
brings together a defence of older and unfashionable forms of piety
and an examination of the meaning of the folk song movement
amongst young people in an exploration of the way the Spirit
challenges, disturbs and criticizes us and our world.

Simon Tugwell, O.P.
of the Oxford community, also concerned with the Holy Spirit in
our time, considers the Catholic Pentecostal movement, praising it
with faint damns—mainly fearing lest it betray and impoverish
itself by losing touch with other areas of Catholic experience.

Brian Wicker and Ian Gregor
both academics intimately concerned in the renewal of the Catholic
Church in England in recent years, have been looking at Holland.
They report on the problems they see exemplified in the Dutch
experience, especially the problems arising from the embodiment of
Christianity in a culture. 'If we have no recognizable Catholic
sensibility, no specifically Catholic attitudes, customs, formulations,
styles, where then is the Church itself? Is not some element of the
concretely universal necessary, if we are to remain incarnational at
all?' They do not solve these problems.

Roy Yates
traces the story of Satan and argues that his development, from the
angel in Yahweh's court concerned with the maintenance of the Law
to the arch-enemy of God and man, marks a failure to maintain the
tension implicit in the 'act of faith which affirms that God is in direct
control of the course of history, despite suffering and evil in the
world'; it represents in this sense a 'failure of nerve'.

Cardinal Newman
in a letter to the Dominican Provincial a hundred years ago discusses
infallibility and the way the teaching authority of the Church should
operate.
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Gabriel Ibarra—An Appeal

New Blackfriars incorporates Blackfriars and Life of the Spirit.
Literary communications and books for review should be addressed to
The Editor at Blackfriars, Oxford (Tel. 0865-57607).

Letters about subscriptions and orders should be addressed to The
Manager, New Blackfriars, St Dominic's Priory, Southampton Road,
London, N.W.5 (Tel. 01-485-5491). Annual subscription, £3 ($10)
Single copies 25p (5s) ($1).

Advertisement enquiries to The Advertisement Manager, Joan
Merson, 16 Little Common Road, Bexhill-on-Soa, Sussex. Bexhill
6900.
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Gill and Macmillan

Religious Books—Spring 1971

The Divine Dimension
PLACID JORDAN, O.S.B.
A summary and synthesis of modern theology, and a new interpretation of the
major tenets of the Christian faith against the background cf both the great
philosophies of the past and the major non-Christian religions £2.00

Two books by E. F. O'DOHERTY

Consecration and Vows:
Psychological Aspects and
Vocation and Formation:
Psychological Aspects
Religious life is going through a major upheaval at the present t me. These books
provide vital background knowledge of the situation with positive suggestions for
the future. Consecratioi and Vows £1.50

Vocation anc Formation £1.50

Mission Theology Today
JOHN POWER, S.M.A.
In the present era of universal interrogation, missionaries find themselves in the
unaccustomed situation of having to explain the raison d'etre of their work. The
average hardworking missionary, overwhelmed by practical p-oblems, has little
time for theological reflection. This book is an attempt to come to his aid, by
discussing the main themes relevant to the theology of missior in the 1970s.

£1.50

Priest: Person and Ministry
edited by GERARD MEAGHER
A collection of papers read at the 1969 Maynooth Union Sumrrer School. Under-
lying all these papers is a serious acceptance of the priest's role in contemporary
society. This role is examined under many different aspects and the reader is
brought to a greatly enriched and clarified understanding of its neaning and value.

£1.25
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New Testament for Spiritual Reading 
John L. McKenzie SJ (series editor) 
Four new volumes-incJuding the first part of Rudolf Schnackenburg's commentary 
on St Mark-are now added to the twelve already published in this important twenty· 
five volume complete commentary on the New Testament. For full details of tbo 
series, of prices, and of special subscription terms, apply to your bookselJer or write 
to Dept NB, Sheed & Ward Ltd, 33 Maiden Lane, London WC2E 7LA. 

Spiral of Violence 
Helder Camara 
The ideal introduction to Archbishop Camara's philosophy and programme of active 
non-violence in the cause of social justice, with useful background and biographical 
materiaJ supplied by Brian Darling. Stagbook paperback original SSp 

Praye{s, Poems, and Songs 
Huub Oosterbuis 
Already widely acclaimed in his native Holland and in the U.S.A., Huub Oosterhuis 
is one of the most creative contributors to the 'creative liturgy' movement. His book :. 
contains liturgies and homilies as well as new eucharistic prayers, poems, and religious 
songs. cloth £1.60 

The Christian Community 
~ys on the Role of the Church in the World 

Laurence Bright OP (editor) 
Guy Braithwaite, Peter Grant, Prof C. Hugh Lawrence, Stuart Mews, and Brian 
Wicker are the other contributors to this timely study of 'community'-what it is, 
how it comes about, what is special about 'Christian community', etc. 

World and Church 
Theological Soundings, 3 

Edward Schillebeeckx OP 

Stagbook paperback origioa1 8Sp 

'Promises to be a new dogmatics of the exciting kind that we have been given from 
Karl Barth and Karl Rahner'-thus Prof T. F. Torrance of the first volume in the 
series. The latest volume is set among the wide-ranging social and political changes 
of the last twenty-five years, particularly the increasing role of the state and the 
trend to secularisation. cloth £3.SO 

~. 

V Sheed and Ward 
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