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SEARCHING FOR LOST ARCHIVES

The Role of the Deutsche Arbeitsfront in the Pillage of West European
Trade-Union Archives

Although since the German occupation of Western Europe during the
years 1940 to 1944 many of the then stolen record collections and archives of
the trade union organizations have been lost without trace, historical re-
search so far has devoted hardly any attention to this topic. This can, more
especially, be put down to the fact that up to now it proved to be virtually
impossible to reconstruct the way in which the special staff units of the
occupation authorities, specialized in tracing archives and libraries, pro-
ceeded. Thus, generally speaking, one cannot but assume — and closer
verification is not possible - that the archives of the labour movements in
the neighbouring states, overrun by Nazi Germany, were confiscated by
special units of the Sicherheitsdienst der SS (SS security service) or, as the
case may be, the Gestapo, and were carried off to Berlin, where they were
apparently destroyed during the aerial bombardments and in the chaos of
the last months of the war. As an example, the authors, who made the
collection of the International Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU) which is
kept by the Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale Geschiedenis available,
commented that the Gestapo tracked down the archives of the IFTU
Executive Board, which was hidden in Savigny le-Temple and Sables
d’Olonne, and carried them off to Berlin where the records were scattered
to the four winds and destroyed.’

Within the framework of larger research plans concerning the social
strategy of the Deutsche Arbeitsfront a few documents turned up, which
make it possible to shed a somewhat more accurate light on what happened
to the records of the Parisian IFTU Executive Board. It emerges from these
documents that the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut (Labour Scientific
Institute) of the Deutsche Arbeitsfront after the occupation of Paris, within
the scope of a “Sicherungsstab” (unit to trace and secure goods) formed by
specialists of the SD, the DAF and the German foreign office, immediately
took part in the hunt for ‘“documents of the enemy” and in the course of

' IISG, Inventory IFTU 1919-1953, Introduction.
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doing so seized all the files so traced of the trade union movement for the
central archives housed in the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut of the
DAF. Just as little as the closely with the DAF Institut connected SD and
the ““Archives Special Unit” of the German foreign office did the archive
experts of the DAF wait with their confiscation activities for the official
sanction of the military authorities, which on their part had set up, as early
as July 17, 1940, together with the archive administration of the ‘“Third
Reich” a “Gruppe Archivwesen” (Public Records Group).? Its staff, as the
final report of this, as it were, officially deployed pillage commission shows,
did not even know from hearsay about the secret operation, documented
here, to confiscate the trade union archives.

On July 29, 1940, Hans Richter, the head of the central archives and
central library of the DAF, informed the “Referat Partei” (party depart-
ment) of the foreign office on the occasion of passing on a letter to the SD
representative in the Sicherungsstab Paris “‘that we managed to conclude
our action in Paris with success and that essential material of the In-
ternational Trade Union Congress and the French trade union (CGT) have
been secured for our purposes” (document 1). It was therefore not the
Gestapo, but the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut of the DAF, which took
possession of the Parisian archives of the IFTU Executive Board and
carried them off to Berlin! After the Sicherungsstab was dissolved the hunt
continued with unabated intensity, however the archive experts of the DAF
now had to use “more official”” ways and had to bring their connections with
the foreign office into play. When, for example, the foreign office caused
the Paris branch of the International Labour Organization to be seized by
the Feldpolizei (military police) of the army, correspondence “with the
French trade union bosses and the head office of the International Labour
Organization in Geneva, as well as an extensive library and statistical
documents” fell into its hands (document 2). Now the “Zentralamt fiir
Internationale Sozialgestaltung” (central office for international social
structuring), a successor institute to the ‘“Internationales Zentralbiiro
Freude und Arbeit” (international central office pleasure and work) set up
jointly by the foreign office and the DAF in November 1941, was brought
into the picture. The central office immediately sent off a one-time ILO
official, deserted to the DAF, named Otto Bach, who sifted through the
material on the occasion of a lecture tour and who caused it to be gradually
“transferred” to Berlin (documents 3-5).

Further dossiers show how closely the officials of the foreign orga-
nizations of the DAF watched the opponents of their string of robberies.

? See the unsigned and undated confidential *‘Schlussbericht iiber die Einsatzergebnisse
der Gruppe Archivwesen in der Militirverwaltung Frankreich 1940-1944”, National
Archives Washington, RG 239, Box 25.
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When the *“Referat Partei” of the German foreign office in a report on the
IFTU and the Labour and Socialist International made false statements
about Edo Fimmen, the Dutch general secretary of the International Trans-
port Workers Federation,’ the central office for international social struc-
turing countered within one week with a correction containing a wealth of
information. Fimmen was portrayed as a determined resistance fighter. Itis
due to his action that the archives of the International Transport Workers
Federation were moved in good time from the Netherlands to Britain,
whilst on the other hand a further part of the archives of the Parisian IFTU
head office had been seized and meanwhile been ‘“‘examined” by the
Gestapo (document 6).

The documents, produced here, are only small tesserae in a gigantic
panorama of robberies. In a division of labour with the special commandos
of the SD and the foreign office, as well as later on with the help of the
central office for international social structuring, the specialists of the
Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut of the DAF pillaged the archives and
collections of documents of all the European labour movements, in so far as
these had come within the grasp of the nazi rule. The loot, in all cases,
ended up in the central archives of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut,
whose seat was in Berlin, was set up and arranged there along the lines of
the provenance principle and partly inventoried. The stream of looted
documents had not let up ever since the occupation of Austria in March
1938. The opening up of the files of the crushed German trade union
movement, which had been going on since 1937, had to be “postponed,
because the archives of the dissolved trade union movements in Austria and
the Sudetenland must first be taken over. Thanks to the immediate in-
tervention the existing records could be seized in their entirety. [. . .] The
takeover of the German sections of the Czech trade unions in the Protector-
ate of Bohemia and Moravia followed later, as well as takeovers in the
occupied territories in the West and East. In the West the central archives
were also supplied with the documents of various trade union internationals
and their professional trade organizations.”* The central archives of the
DAF finally administered in 1944 a total of 300,000 document volumes,
respectively 29,000 feet of records,’ and were divided into three major
groups of origin: German employees and employer organizations, foreign

* See the letter from *“‘Referat Partei” in the German foreign office dated March 4, 1941,
on social democratic organizations. Politisches Archiv des Auswirtigen Amts, Bonn,
Bestand Inland I Partei, bundle 49/3.

* “Das Zentral-Archiv der Deutschen Arbeitsfront — eine Stiitte dokumentarischer
Tatbestiinde des sozialen Geschehens”, in: Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut (ed.),
Wirtschafts- und Sozialberichte, no. 1-2, May 1944, p. 42.

5 Ibid., p. 42.
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trade union movement, and current archive acquisitions from the DAF
apparatus.

The fate of this, for the whole European labour and social history so
important, collection has up to the present moment not been solved. The
Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut of the DAF and with it the central ar-
chives as well as the central library were destroyed during a bombing raid on
November 22/23, 1943.9 But shortly before that a start had been made with
moving the most important records from the main building of the Arbeits-
wissenschaftliches Institut, situated Leipziger Platz 14.7 So there is still a
hope that at least part of the source material, stolen together by the DAF,
may be located. A systematic investigation is still to come.

18

Schreiben des Hans Richter, Hauptabteilungsleiter des Arbeitswissenschaftlichen
Instituts der DAF, an Walter Biittner vom Referat Partei des Auswirtigen Amts,
Berlin, 29.7.1940.

Herrn
Legationssekretér
Walter Biittner
Auswirtiges Amt
Referat Partei
Berlin

Sehr geehrter Parteigenosse Biittner!

In der Anlage iibersende ich Ihnen ein Schreiben an Sturmbannfithrer Dr.
Knochen vom Sicherungsstab Paris mit der Bitte um Zustellung des Briefes
durch die Deutsche Botschaft Paris. Bei dieser Gelegenheit méchte ich
Ihnen auch mitteilen, dass wir unsere Pariser Aktion erfolgreich abge-

® See excerpted copy of a letter from Marcel Mitschke, former lecturer of the Arbeitswis-
senschaftliches Institut of the DAF, to the Bundesarchiv Koblenz dated July 10, 1953.
7 In doing so the entire central archives may have been evacuated, because the Arbeits-
wissenschaftliches Institut building was in extreme danger of being bombed because of its
central position. In any case it still existed in the Spring of 1944, because only on this
assumption is the self-description of the archives of May 1944 (see note 4) comprehensi-
ble.

# Location of documents. Documents 1 and 6: Politisches Archiv des Auswirtigen Amts,
Bonn [henceforth: PAA], Bestand Inland I Partei, bundle 49/3. Documents 3, 4, and 5:
PAA, Bestand Inland I Partei, bundle 50/2. Document 7: Hamburger Stiftung fir
Sozialgeschichte des 20. Jahrhunderts (ed.), Sozialstrategien der Deutschen Arbeitsfront,
Part B, section 1: Periodika des Arbeitswissenschaftlichen Instituts der DAF, microfiche
5/12, pp. 1120 ff.
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schliessen konnten und dass wesentliches Material des Internationalen
Gewerkschaftsbundes und der Franzosischen Gewerkschaft (CGT.) fiir
unsere Aufgaben sichergestellt worden ist. Ich bitte Ste, auch Herrn Ge-
heimrat Luther dies mitzuteilen, den es sicherlich interessieren wird.

Heil Hitler!

Thr

H. Richter

Translation

Letter from Hans Richter, head of the chief department of the Arbeitswissenschaft-
liches Institut of the DAF, to Walter Biittner of the Referat Partei of the German
foreign office, Berlin, July 29, 1940.

To the Legation Secretary
Walter Biittner Esq.
Foreign Office

Party Department

Berlin

Dear party comrade Biittner,
Enclosed please find a letter to Sturmbannfithrer Dr Knochen from the
Sicherungsstab (staff unit to trace and secure goods) Paris with the request
to have this letter delivered via the German Embassy in Paris. I would like
to avail myself of this opportunity to inform you that we successfully
managed to complete our action in Paris and that essential material of the
International Trade Union Congress and of the French Trade Union
(CGT) was secured for our purposes. I would ask you to inform privy
counsellor Luther, who will certainly be interested, accordingly.

Heil Hitler!

yours

H. Richter

2

Abschrift einer Meldung des Feldpolizei-Kommissars von Loesch an den Feldpoli-
zeidirektor von Kiinsberg, Paris, 17.12.1940.

Deutsche Botschaft
Paris
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Meldung

fiir Herrn Feldpolizeidirektor von Kiinsberg

Am 10.12.1940 beschlagnahmte ich auf Weisung des Herrn Gesandten
Luther fiir das Auswirtige Amt die Raume der ehemaligen Zweigsteile
Paris des Internationalen Arbeitsamtes, Genf, im Hause Boulevard St.
Germain 205, 2. Stock, nach Fihlungnahme mit dem Kommandanten der
Stadt Paris.

Das Aktenmaterial (umfassend die Korrespondenz mit den franzosi-
schen Gewerkschaftsfithrern und dem Hauptbiiro des Internationalen Ar-
beitsamtes in Genf) sowie eine umfangreiche Bibliothek und statistische
Unterlagen wurden sichergestellt und befinden sich z.Zt. noch in den
Réumen.

Herrn Gesandten Luther wurde iiber VLR Rahn entsprechend Meldung
gemacht, wobei darauf hingewiesen wurde, daB} fir den Abtransport, falls
erforderlich, etwa zwei LKW-Ladungen notwendig wiren.

gez. v. Loesch
(Feldpolizei-Kommissar)

Translation

Copy of a report from Feldpolizei-Kommissar von Loesch to Feldpolizeidirektor
von Kiinsberg, Paris, December 17, 1940.

German Embassy
Paris

Report

for Feldpolizeidirektor von Kiinsberg

On December 10, 1940, on the instructions of envoy Mr Luther [ seized the
offices of the former Parisian branch of the International Labour Orga-
nization, Geneva, in the premises Boulevard St. Germain 205, 2nd floor,
after having contacted the military governor of the city of Paris.

The records (comprising the correspondence with the French trade union
bosses and the head office of the International Labour Organization in
Geneva), as well as an extensive library and statistical documents were
secured and are still in the offices at the moment.

Envoy Luther was informed accordingly by VLR Rahn, it being pointed
out to him that for the removal, if required, about two lorry loads would be
needed.

signed: von Loesch
(Feldpolizei-Kommissar)
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3

Aktennotiz des Sonderkommandos Auswirtiges Amt an den Gesandten Luther
von der Deutschland-Abteilung des Auswirtigen Amts, Berlin, 15. Januar 1941.

Sonderkommando A.A.

Betrifft: Internationales Arbeitsamt.

Unter Bezugnahme auf die kiirzlich erfolgte miindliche Mitteilung iiberge-
be ich in der Anlage abschriftlich eine Meldung des Feldpolizei-Kommis-
sars v. Loesch zugleich mit der Bitte um unmittelbare Weisung an mich, um
die von Ihnen gewiinschten MaBnahmen in Paris durchfiihren zu kénnen.

(Handschriftlicher Zusatz vom 3.3.1941:)

Material ist vom Zentralamt gesichtet und wird teilweise iiberfiihrt. Bei
‘Partei’ eintragen.

Translation

Memorandum from the special commando foreign office to envoy Luther of the
Department Germany of the foreign office, Berlin, January 15, 1941.

Special commando foreign office

Re: International Labour Organization

With reference to the information recently verbally given, I hand enclosed
as a copy a report of Feldpolizei-Kommissar von Loesch together with the
request for immediate instructions to me so as to enable me to carry out the
steps required by you in Paris.

(addition in handwriting dated March 3, 1941:)

Material has been sifted through by central office and will in part be
transferred. To be registered by ‘Partet’.

4
Fernschreiben des Gesandten Luther an die Deutsche Botschaft Paris, Berlin,
24.1.1941.
An die
Deutsche Botschaft
in Paris
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Grundsitzlich bestehen keine Bedenken, dass Otto Bach im Rahmen des
Deutschen Kulturinstituts Paris {iber die Titigkeit des Internationalen
Arbeitsamtes Genf zu den genannten Terminen Vortrdge halt. Es wird
jedoch darauf aufmerksam gemacht, dass Bach bis vor einem Jahr iiber-
zeugter Anhinger der Sozialdemokratischen Idee war und in dieser Rich-
tung in Genf gewirkt hat. Er hat sich nicht deutschfeindlich betitigt und
nach Angaben Leiters des Zentralamtes fiir Internationale Sozialgestal-
tung kann er jetzt als zuverléssig bezeichnet werden. Ob Bach, der bei
Vortrag vor franzosischen Gewerkschaftsangehdrigen unweigerlich mit
alten Gesinnungsgenossen zusammentrifft, Veranstalter der Vortrige
nicht kompromittiert, muss dortiger Entscheidung iiberlassen bleiben. Im
Falle Zusage wiirde Bach zusammen mit Leiter Zentralamtes fiir Interna-
tionale Sozialgestaltung, Corbach, nach Paris kommen; es soll dort auch
das in der Zweigstelle des Internationalen Arbeitsamtes sichergestellte
Material gesichtet und ausgewertet werden. Erbitten umgehende
Drahtnachricht.

Luther

Translation
Telex from envoy Luther to the German Embassy Paris, Berlin, January 24, 1941.

The German Embassy in Paris
In principle there are no objections to Otto Bach giving lectures within the
framework of the German cultural institution in Paris on the activities of the
International Labour Organization in Geneva on the dates mentioned. The
attention is, however, drawn to the fact that up to a year ago Bach was a
convinced supporter of the social-democratic idea and was working towards
that aim in Geneva. He did not behave hostile to Germany and according to
statements by the head of the central office for international social structur-
ing he now may be described as reliable. Whether Bach, who during the
lecture to French trade union members will inevitably meet former like-
minded persons, will not compromise the organisers of the lectures, must
be left to be decided on the spot. In case of assent, Mr Bach will come to
Paris together with the head of the central office for international social
structuring Corbach; there the material secured in the branch of the In-
ternational Labour Organization must also be sifted through and evaluat-
ed. Please cable by return.

Luther
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5

Schreiben Corbachs, Leiter des Zentralamts fiir Internationale Sozialgestaltung, an
das Referat Partei des Auswirtigen Amts, Berlin, 11.2.1941.

An das
Auswirtige Amt
Referat Partei
Berlin

Betr.: Beschlagnahmtes Material in der Pariser Zweigstelle des . A.

Her B a c h ist von uns beauftragt, in der Zeit vom 14.-21. Februar 1941
gelegentlich seines Aufenthaltes in Paris eine Sichtung des gesamten Mate-
rials vorzunehmen, um festzustellen, welche Akten bzw. Publikationen fiir
eine Verladung nach Deutschland in Betracht kommen.

Wir bitten, die Deutsche Botschaft in Paris entsprechend zu unterrichten.
Heil Hitler!
Corbach

Translation

Letter from Corbach, head of the central office for international social structuring,
to the Referat Partei of the foreign office, Berlin, February 11, 1941.

To the Foreign Office
Referat Partei (Party Department)
Berlin

Re: Seized material in the Paris branch of the I.L.O.

Mr Bach has been instructed by us, in the period from February 14th to 21st
1941 on the occasion of his stay in Paris, to sift through all the material in
order to ascertain which documents, and publications respectively, are to
be considered for shipment to Germany.

We request that the German Embassy in Paris be instructed accordingly.
Heil Hitler!
Corbach

6

Schreiben Corbachs, Leiter des Zentralamts fiir Internationale Sozialgestaltung, an
das Referat Partei des Auswirtigen Amts, Berlin, 10.3.1941.
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An das
Auswirtige Amt
Referat Partei
Berlin

Betrifft: Sozialdemokratische Organisationen.
Gewerkschaftsinternationale (IGB) II oder Sozialistische Arbeiter-Inter-
nationale (SAI).

Wir haben den Bericht iiber die sozialdemokratischen und gewerkschaftli-
chen Organisationen in Déanemark mit bestem Dank zur Kenntnis
genommen.

Dieser sehr aufschlussreiche Bericht bedarf lediglich unter I Punkt 2
Gewerkschaftsinternationale (IGB) einer richtigstellenden Ergénzung.
Der Hollinder Edo F i m m e n handelt nicht als Beauftragter des IGB, zu
dessen Generalsekretar Walter Schevenels (Belgier) er in einem gewissen
persdnlichen Gegensatz stand. Fimmen ist Generalsekretdr der Internatio-
nalen Transportarbeiter-Féderation, die eines der grossten dem IGB ange-
schlossenen Berufssekretariate ist. In dieser Eigenschaft hat Fimmen aller-
dings eine viel stirkere gegen Deutschland gerichtete Aktivitit entwickelt,
als der IGB selbst. Beim Einmarsch der deutschen Wehrmacht in Déne-
mark und Norwegen hat Fimmen z.B. mehrere Male téglich iiber den
Londoner Sender durch Rundfunk alle norwegischen und dinischen See-
leute aufgefordert, norwegische und danische Schiffe unter allen Umstén-
den, gegebenenfalls mit Gewalt, in englische Héafen zu bringen. Er hat das
gleiche Mandver bei der Besetzung Belgiens und Hollands wiederholt.
Waihrend Fimmen, wie in dem Bericht ganz richtig erwahnt wird, immer
den Anschluf3 der Gewerkschaften der Sowjetunion an die Gewerkschafts-
internationale anstrebte, ist es dem vorwiegend unter englischem und
amerikanischem Einfluss stehenden Generalsekretiar des IGB, Walter
Schevenels, immer wieder gelungen, die vom ehemaligen Vorstandsmit-
glied des IGB, dem Franzosen Léon J o u h a u x eingeleiteten Verhand-
lungen auf Anschluss der russischen Gewerkschaften zu hintertreiben.
Schevenels hat hier vorallem im Auftrage des britischen Prisidenten der
IGB, Sir Walter Citrine, gehandelt, der vor Kurzem in den USA antideut-
sche Veranstaltungen durchfithrte, um die Arbeiterschaft der Vereinigten
Staaten zum Kriege gegen Deutschland zu gewinnen.

Die von Fimmen aus Holland nach London ibergefiihrten Archive wa-
ren diejenigen der Internationalen Transportarbeiter-Féderation, wihrend
der Sitz des IGB sich seit mehreren Jahren in Paris befand. Ein grosser Teil
der IGB-Archive wurde in Paris beschlagnahmt. Ein weiterer Teil, der
durch Hilfe eines Pariser Mitarbeiters vor Kurzem in einer leerstehenden
Villa in einem Pariser Vorort beschlagnahmt worden ist, wird gegenwirtig
von der Gestapo in Paris gepriift. Das Vermdgen der IGB diirfte sich heute
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in der Hauptsache in den Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika befinden, wo

sich gegenwirtig auch der Generalsekretar Walter Schevenels aufhilt.
Heil Hitler!
Corbach

Translation

Letter from Corbach, head of the central office for international social structuring,
to the Referat Partei of the foreign office, Berlin, March 10, 1941.

To the Foreign Office
Referat Partei (Party Department)
Berlin

Re: Social-democratic organizations, International Federation of Trade
Unions (IFTU) II or Socialist and Labour International (SLI).

We have taken note, with thanks, of the report on the social-democratic
and trade union organizations in Denmark.

This very informative report requires only under I item 2 International
Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU) an addition by way of correction. The
Dutchman Edo Fimmen does not act as representative of the IFTU, whose
general secretary Walter Schevenels (a Belgian) he in a certain personal
aspect opposed. Fimmen is the general secretary of the International Trans-
port Workers’ Federation, which is one of the largest trade secretariats
affiliated to the IFTU. In this capacity Fimmen certainly developed a much
stronger activity directed against Germany than the IFTU itself. With the
invasion by the German army of Denmark and Norway Fimmen, for
example, appealed via London radio to all Norwegian and Danish seamen
to take Norwegian and Danish ships at all costs to British ports, if need be
with force. He repeated the same manoeuvre with the occupation of Belgi-
um and Holland. Whereas Fimmen who, as quite correctly mentioned in
the report, always strived to have the trade unions of Soviet Russia join the
international trade union congress, the general secretary of the IFTU,
Walter Schevenels, who was strongly influenced by the British and Amer-
icans, again and again succeeded in thwarting the negotiations to let the
Russian trade unions join, which negotiations had been initiated by the
former member of the IFTU board, the Frenchman Léon Jouhaux. Scheve-
nels acted here more than anything else on the instructions of the British
president of the IFTU, Sir Walter Citrine, who recently undertook anti-
German functions in the U.S.A., so as to win the workers in the United
States for the war against Germany.
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The archives removed by Fimmen from Holland to London were those of
the International Transport Workers’ Federation, whilst the seat of the
IFTU had for several years been in Paris. A large part of the IFTU archives
were seized in Paris. A further part which, because of the help of a Parisian
employee, was recently seized in an empty villa in a suburb of Paris, is at the
moment being examined by the Gestapo in Paris. The property of the IFTU
is reportedly now mainly in the United States of America, where the
general secretary Walter Schevenels is also staying at the present moment.

Heil Hitler!
Corbach

7

Das Zentral-Archiv der Deutschen Arbeitsfront — eine Statte dokumentarischer
Tatsachenbestande des sozialen Geschehens. In: Wirtschafts- und Sozialberichte,
hg. v. Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut der DAF, Nr. 1-2, Mai 1944 (Ausziige).

[. . .] Das Zentral-Archiv der Deutschen Arbeitsfront wurde am 28.9.1935
von Reichsorganisationsleiter Dr. Ley gegriindet. Nach einer weiteren
Ausbau-Verfiigung v.4.7.1936 wurden Ausschnitt-Sammiung und Doku-
menten-Archiv getrennt und das Zentral-Archiv als Sammelstéitte fir
Schriftgut primérer Art, namlich Akten, Dokumente und dhnliches errich-
tet und sogleich mit dem Aufbau begonnen.

Das Zentral-Archiv hatte nunmehr die Schriftstiicke und Vorgénge zu
erfassen, aus denen Entstehung und Fortbildung von Vorgédngen sozialer
Art ersichtlich sind. Es hatte den Tatsachenbestand der sozialen Entwick-
lung und sozialen Gegebenheiten sowohl nach der ideellen wie rechtlichen
Seite hin zu erfassen, gleich in welchem Zeitraum sie erwachsen sind.
Dabei haben sich eine Reihe von Abgrenzungen gegeniiber dem staatli-
chen und dem Wohlfahrtssektor der sozialen Praxis ergeben, wie sie auch
heute noch vorhanden sind, wenn wir Staat, NSV und DAF beriicksichti-
gen. Die Aufgaben der Deutschen Arbeitsfront liegen in der sozialen
Sphére klar umrissen vor; sie sind gegeben durch die Verordnung des
Fiihrers v.24.10.1934 iiber Wesen und Ziel der Deutschen Arbeitsfront.
Das Zentral-Archiv umfaBt demzufolge die gesamte sozialpolitische Tatig-
keit friiherer Organisationen, die in die DAF eingewiesen wurden, und die
der DAF. - Es hat auBerdem die verwaltungsrechtlichen Unterlagen zu
erfassen und bereit zu halten.

In unermiidlicher Kleinarbeit wurde zunichst das Schriftgut der Ge-
werkschaften, Berufsvereine und Arbeitgeber-Verbiande des Altreiches
sichergestellt. Hierbei wurden erfaBt: Briefwechsel (Korrespondenzen),
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Akten, Protokolle, Flugblitter, Plakate, Lichtbilder, Filme, Schallplatten
u.a.m. Fahnen, Abzeichen u. dgl. Gegenstinde gehdren zwar nicht in ein
Archiv, da jedoch die Einrichtung eines Museums, das solche Gegenstande
erfalt, nicht besteht, verbleiben diese Dinge zunédchst im Zentral-Archiv.
Zuweilen besitzen auch diese Gegenstande die erforderliche Beweiskraft
fiir sozialpolitische und verwaltungsrechtliche Vorgénge.

Nach etwa zweijdhriger umfangreicher Tétigkeit kam die Erfassung die-
ser Unterlagen zu einem gewissen AbschluB8, wenngleich Ubernahmen
auch heute noch immer vorkommen. Die anschlieBend notwendig gewese-
ne Aufschliefung dieser Bestinde mufite verschoben werden, weil zu-
néichst die Archive der aufgelosten Gewerkschaften in der Ostmark und
dem Sudetenland zu iibernehmen waren. Hier konnten dank des sofortigen
Eingreifens die vorhandenen Archivalien restlos erfal3t werden. Insbeson-
dere waren wertvoll die Unterlagen der Organisationen des Stindestaates,
weil sich hier erstmalig ungehemmt die Stdndestaat-1deologie durchgesetzt
hatte. Spiter folgten Ubernahmen der deutschen Abteilungen der tsche-
chischen Gewerkschaften im Protektorat B6hmen und Maihren sowie
Ubernahmen in den besetzten Ost- und Westgebieten. Im Westen wurden
auch die Unterlagen verschiedener Gewerkschafts-Internationalen und
ihrer Berufs- und Fachverbiande dem Zentral-Archiv zugefihrt. [. . .]

Wenn dem Zentral-Archivder DAF im Rahmen der bestehenden Partei-
Archive die Aufgabe zugewiesen worden ist, das archivalische Quellenma-
terial zur Sozialgeschichte im Bereich der DAF fiir eine exakte Forschung
zu sammeln und bereitzustellen, so ist die Erfassung dieser Archivalien
weitgehend durchgefiihrt worden.

Der Gesamtbestand der im Zentral-Archiv z.Z. aufbewahrten Archiva-
lien ergibt aneinandergereiht etwa 8700 laufende Meter oder etwa 300 000
Aktenbénde. Die Bestinde sind einmal in grole Herkunftsgruppen aufge-
gliedert. Zum anderen bestehen daneben innerhalb des Archivs zahlreiche
Sonder-Sammliungen. In den Herkunftsgruppen — also in der Abteilung
Archive — wird dann wieder nach Organisationen, Vereinen, Verbianden
und bei der DAF nach den einzelnen Dienststellen unterteilt. Diese feinge-
gliederten Bestéinde stellen sogenannte Archivkoérper im Archiv-Depot
dar. Dieses Ordnungsprinzip entspricht dem in den Staatsarchiven gelten-
den Provenienz-Prinzip (Herkunftsprinzip). Im Zentral-Archiv ist diese
Ordnung im Rohbau bei allen Eingéngen restlos durchgefiihrt worden. Das
Herkunftsprinzip sieht weiter die Erhaltung der fritheren Registratur-Ord-
nung vor, so daf} nicht nach irgendeinem Sachschema (wie in den Zeitungs-
Ausschnitt-Sammlungen) geordnet wird, was iibrigens praktisch bei den
vorkommenden Millionen von Schriftstiicken auch nicht moglich ist, son-
dern nach der fritheren Registratur-Einteilung. Erst dann, wenn diese nicht
mehr feststellbar ist, wird ein im Zentral-Archiv ausgearbeitetes Schema
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fir die Ordnung der vorhandenen Aktenbestinde gewihlt, wobei der
festgefiigte Aktenband bestehen bleibt, ebenso bleibt als Gruppe die Stelle
erhalten, bei der er erwachsen ist.

Translation

The Zentral-Archiv der Deutschen Arbeitsfront (the central archives of the Ger-
man Labour Front) — a home of documentary facts of social events. In: Wirtschafts-
und Sozialberichte (Economic and social reports), edited by Arbeitswissenschaft-
liches Institut of the DAF, no. 1-2, May 1944 (excerpts).

[. . .]The central archives of the German Labour Front were established on
September 28, 1935, by Reichsorganisationsleiter Dr Ley. After a further
expansion — order dated July 4, 1936 — the cuttings, collection and docu-
ment archives were separated and the central archives were set up as the
collecting point for records of a primary nature, namely, deeds, documents
and such like, and the construction was immediately begun.

Henceforth the central archives had to contain the records and files which
show clearly the origin and continued development of events of a social
nature. They had to contain the collection of facts of social developments
and social conditions both as far as the non-material and the legal side were
concerned. In doing so there presented themselves a series of limitations
vis-a-vis the state and the welfare sector of the social practice, as they still
exist nowadays when we consider State, NSV and DAF. The tasks of the
German Labour Front are clearly outlined in the social sphere; they were
given by order of the Fihrer dated October 24, 1934, concerning the
essence and object of the German Labour Front. As a result the central
archives contain the overall socio-political activities of earlier organiza-
tions, which were incorporated in the DAF, and those of the DAF. In
addition they must also comprise and keep available the legal files of the
administration.

In tireless work with painstaking attention to detail the records of the
trade unions, professional associations and employers organizations of the
former German Reich were secured. In doing so the following were in-
cluded: exchange of letters (correspondence), deeds, protocols, leaflets,
posters, transparencies, films, gramophone records, a.s.o. It is true that
flags, insignia and similar objects do not belong in archives; however, since
there is no museum being fitted out, which contains such objects, these
goods remain for the time being in the central archives. These objects
occasionally have the required evidential value for socio-political and ad-
ministration-legal occurrences.

After about two years of extensive work the registration of these docu-
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ments came to a certain conclusion, though acquisitions still occur even
today. The subsequent urgent opening up of these records had to be
postponed because the archives of the dissolved trade unions in Austria and
Sudetenland had to be taken over first. Here, thanks to the immediate
intervention the existing records could be seized in their entirety. Valuable
were, more in particular, the documents of the organizations of the corpo-
rate state, because here the ideology of the corporate state had for the first
time been realized unrestrainedly. Later there followed the takeovers of
the German sections of the Czech trade unions in the Protectorate Bohemia
and Moravia, as well as takeovers in the occupied territories in the East and
West. In the West the records of various trade union internationals and
their professional trade associations were also supplied to the central ar-
chives. [. . .]

Where the central archives of the DAF have been given the task within
the framework of the existing party archives, to collect and make available
the source material present in the archives for the social history within the
DAF sphere for exact research, the registration of these records has been
extensively implemented.

The total inventory of the records at the moment in the custody of the
central archives, when lined up, amounts to some 29,000 feet or about
300,000 volumes of documents. The inventories have been divided into
major groups of origin. On the other hand there exist in the archives
numerous special collections. In the groups of origin — also in the archive
department — a subdivision is next made according to organizations, socie-
ties, associations, and in the DAF per separate section.

These finely divided inventories represent so-called archive bodies in the
archive depot. This order principle corresponds with the provenance princi-
ple (origin principle) which applies in the State archives. In the central
archives this order has been strueturally completely carried through for all
entries. The origin principle provides furthermore for the retention of the
earlier registration order, so that the ordering does not occur according to
subject (as is the case in the newspaper cutting collections), which — for that
matter — would be a practical impossibility with the incidence of millions of
documents, but in accordance with the earlier registration arrangement.
Only then, when this can no longer be established, a scheme worked out in
the central archives to put the existing inventories of documents in order, is
opted for, in which the solidly made-up volume of documents is retained,
likewise as a group the place is retained, where it came into being.
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