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State Supreme Courts 
and Public Policy: 
A Bibliography 

by G. Alan Tarr, Rutgers University, Camden 

During the past decade pol i t ical scientists have become increasingly aware that 
state supreme courts make major contr ibut ions to publ ic pol icy. Various h ighly 
publ ic ized dscis'ons concern ing, for examp le , school f inance, th. j te rminat ion of 
l i fe support systems, and plea barga in ing have under l ined the importance of state 
supreme court po l icymak ing J Historical studies have documented that this pol icy 
invo lvement is not merely a recent phenomenon. - ' However , the Burger Court's 
new federal ism has invi ted state supreme courts to play a more active ro le , and 
many courts have ava i led themselves of this oppor tun i ty .^ 

Yet despite the obvious importance of state supreme court act iv i ty, research on 
their po l icymak ing has lagged. In part this can be at t r ibuted to the sheer vo lume of 
cases they annual ly dec ide. Numerous law journals assist the pol i t ical scientist in 
overcoming this d i f f icu l ty by publ ish ing annual surveys of state supreme court 
decisions. Listed be low are journals wh ich prov ide such surveys. 

ARTICLE 

Annua l Survey of Developments in 
A labama Law 
Ar izona Appel la te Decisions 
The Supreme Court of Cal i fornia 
Women and Cal i forn ia Law 
Compend ium of Major Cal i fornia 
Juveni le Law Decisions 
Developments in Florida Law 

Developments in Georgia Law (Dif­
ferent Topic Selected Annua l l y ) 
Annua l Survey of Georgia Law 
Hawai i Supreme Court Cases 

Survey of Developments in Idaho Law 
Developments in I l l inois Law 
Survey of Recent Developments in 
Indiana Law 
Kentucky Law Survey 
The Work of the Louisiana Appel la te 
Courts 
Survey of Mary land Court of Appeals 
Decisions 
Annua l Survey of Mich igan Law 
Mississippi Supreme Court Review 
Recent Developments in Missouri 

Montana Supreme Court Survey 
Annual Survey of Nebraska Law 
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STATE 

A labama 

Ar izona 
Cal i forn ia 
Cal i forn ia 
Cal i forn ia 

Florida 

Georg ia 

Georgia 
Hawai i 

Idaho 
I l l inois 
Indiana 

Kentucky 
Louisiana 

JOURNAL 

Alabama Law Review 

Arizona Law Review 
California Law Review 
Golden Gate Law Review 
Pepperdine Law Review 

University of 
Miami Law Review 

Georgia Law Review 

Mercer Law Review 
University of Hawaii 

Law Review 
Idaho Law Review 
DePaul Law Review 
Indiana Law Review 

Kentucky Law Review 
Louisiana Law Review 

Mary land 

Mich igan 
Mississippi 
Missouri 

Montana 
Nebraska 

Maryland Law Review 

Wayne Law Review 
Mississippi Law Journal 
University of Missouri -

Kansas City Law Review 
Montana Law Review 
Creighton Law Review 

by Yearn H. Choi 
Jackson State University 

The f ie ld of organizat ion theory in ­
cludes the ind iv idual human be ing , 
small g roup, human inst i tut ion, and 
ent ire social system. Existential wr i t ­
ings are concerned w i th ind iv idual 
moral i ty , authent ic i ty, human self-
act i -ai izai ion and at rho same t ime 
w i th cogni t ive and intel lectual var i ­
ables wh ich are relevant to human 
growth . Existentialism provides some 
very usefulVnsight to the convent ional 
organizat ion theory. Existential l i ter­
ature explores the shr inking of con­
sciousness, the b lock ing off of aware ­
ness, and feel ings of depersonal iza­
t ion and apathy. Students express 
their discontent to the depersonal iz ing 
effects of the modern organizat ion, 
society and bureaucratic wor ld of their 
l ives, and their communi ty . Public 
administrators face scientif ic manage­
ment on points where the nature of the 
matter is not rat ional . If he lp is to be 
found , it may very we l l come f rom 
poets and wri ters w h o often deal w i th 
the l imits of rat ional certainty. 

The poet confronts uncertainty by 
tak ing the leap of judgement , beyond 
facts and logic. We are reminded that 
such leaps are possible and necessary, 
and that courage stands next to 
intel l igence as_an irreducible ingred­
ient in tKeTcTecision-making process. 
Humanit ies have much to offer publ ic 
administrat ion and l i terature w i th 
existential themes not ing the i r rat ion­
al i ty of modern l i fe (and its causes) is 
important to study. Technological 
society, au tomat ion , modern war , 
nuclear holocaust, and excessive in­
d iv idua l ism, produce constantly lost u-
topia. Social science l i terature helps us 
to understand this lost Utopia, but is 
not as power fu l as Kafka's The Castle 
and The Trial. 

Career publ ic administrators have 
found a humanist 's stance toward the 
organizat ion theory benef ic ia l . One 
letter f rom a city p lanner and student 
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