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In the early centuries after the introduction of Buddhism to China, the new
religion had to come to terms with the worldview of the Confucian elite, the
inherent Chinese sense of ethnic superiority, and China’s indigenous higher
religion of Taoism. The Xiaodao lun (Laughing at the Tao) is an important
document of the debates among Buddhists and Taoists, debates that
contributed to the process of cultural adaptation. Livia Kohn's work
offers rare insight into an important and hitherto largely unexplored
episode in Chinese intellectual history.

“This book is rich and informed, relevant to an understanding
of many facets of medieval China. ... Kohn takes on a formidable
task here, and her effort to provide an adequate historical and
cultural context for her brilliant translation of the Xiadao /un con-
tributes to the field an excellent historical and cultural analysis of
those centuries.”—Kenneth DeWoskin, University of Michigan
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INGS IN RELIGIONS MOVES AWAY FROM AN EMPHASIS India are understood. The book contains translations

of forty-five works, most of which have never before
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been available in a Western language. The selections

ELITE GROUPS TO REPRESENT INSTEAD A WIDE RANGE are drawn from ancient texts, medieval manuscripts,
OF CURRENT AND HISTORICAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICES. modern pamphlets, and contemporary fieldwork in
ALTHOUGH THE BOOKS ARE DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS, rural and urban India. They represent every region in
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Japanese Identities through Time From Shamanistic Ritual to Contemporary
Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney Pluralism
“Rice as Self is an impressive book. It Benito Ortolani

provides deep insights into the meaning of
rice in the Japanese identity, and, indeed, into
the significance of food as a metaphor for the
identity of a people whatever their cultural
background may be.“—Asian Folklore Studies

Paper: $12.95 ISBN 0-691-02110-4

“The book represents the summation of a lifetime’s work
by a meticulous teacher and scholar whose fascination with
his subject now allows him to share his knowledge, and his
enthusiasms, with a larger audience.”

—J. Thomas Rimer, Asian Theatre Journal

Paper: $19.95 ISBN 0-691-04333-7
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