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Geological nomenclature

Sir, - When learning the basic facts of geology the student has to memorize many
hundreds of names of rocks, minerals and fossils, and this is made more difficult when
the names of many of them have no obvious connection with the things they name. It
would seem desirable for names which have no connotation to be modified so as to give
a clue to the essential character of the object named.

As an example, I suggest that if the names of the three end-members of the feldspar
series of minerals were slightly modified by the addition of one initial capital letter to
become /forthoclase, Gznorthite and Afalbite, then the essential distinguishing feature
would be included in the name by the (international) symbol of the chemical element
which each feldspar contains.
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