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This book is the product of a number of contributors from
the fields of diagnostic radiology and neuroradiology as well as
neurosurgery and neurology with most of the 13 chapters hav-
ing 2 or 3 authors. The preface indicates that the purpose of the
book was to show the role of new imaging techniques primarily
CT, digital subtraction angiography and MRI in the investiga-
tion of neurological problems as developed by close collabora-
tion between colleagues.

The first chapter gives a brief description of digital subtrac-
tion angiography, CT, and MRI. Subsequent chapters address
neurotraumatology, the orbit, the pituitary region, the skull
base, temporal bone, vascular disease, brain tumours, posterior
fossa and hydrocephalus, meningiomas, inflammatory CNS dis-
ease, demyelinating and degenerative CNS diseases, and the
spine and spinal cord. Each chapter begins with a few pages of

-text long followed by references and then by a series of radio-
graphic images along with some clinical details.

The main problem with this book and the reason I cannot
recommend it is that it is filled with errors which should have
been eliminated by careful review. If the book is aimed at medi-
cal students or trainees in diagnostic radiology or in the neuro-
sciences they will be exposed to errors which they may not
appreciate, e.g., table 2 in chapter 1 air is noted as having a
Hounsfield number of -100 where as it should be -1000. In
chapter 4 “The Pituitary”, the 6th cranial nerve is not included
with nerves in the cavernous sinus and later it is stated that the
cranial nerves 1, 2, 3 and 4 reach the orbit through the cav-
ernous sinus. Certainly cranial nerves 1 & 2 don’t enter the cav-
ernous sinus at all and the first and second divisions of the 5th
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nerve and the 6th nerve which do enter the cavernous sinus are
not mentioned. In chapter 5 “the base of the skull” the text
refers to CT in the sagittal axis in figure 13 however this figure
does not show an image in the sagittal plane. A large number of
the MR images do not state the pulse sequence and do not state
whether gadolinium was administered or not. Even the preface
contains an error referring to PET as “proton” emission tomog-
raphy instead of positron. Categorical statements are made e.g.,
“dysfunction of the facial nerve requires surgery”, and “surgery
is indicated in all types of transverse fracture of the petrous
bone” which do not allow for treatment options which certainly
apply in some cases. The book is also flawed by omissions
since only some aspects of neuroradiology are covered. In the
chapter on the temporal bone there is no mention of pulsatile
tinnitis and its investigation. The dense middle cerebral artery is
not mentioned as a sign of vascular occlusion in the chapter on
vascular diseases. The role of interventional neuroradiology is
not adequately dealt with. :

The last three chapters dealing with inflammatory diseases
of the brain, demyelinating and degenerative diseases of the
CNS, and the spinal cord are quite reasonable and clear with
good clinical correlations and illustrations.

I must admit that on first reading the book I thought that it
had been translated from a German publication which may have
accounted for some of the errors. It is unfortunate that the
authors and editors whose first language is not English have
chosen to publish a book in English without first having it criti-
cally reviewed by someone whose first language is English. The
book is filled with spelling mistakes and inappropriate or at best
unconventional wording.

In its present form I cannot recommend purchase of this book.

Perry W. Cooper,
Toronto, Ontario
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