
INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS

The editors are pleased to receive manuscripts in English or French for publication in Africa.
Contributors are asked to follow the requirements set out below. This request is not intended as an
example of unnecessary and distasteful regimentation, but is to avoid waste of time, energy, and money.

Length. Manuscripts should not exceed 8,000 words (excluding bibliography). A longer manuscript may
be accepted provided the author can find a subsidy of £25 per additional 500 words.

Typing. Manuscripts should be typed double-spaced on A4 size paper. Two copies should be submitted.
Section headings should be in capitals and centred, subsections side headings italicised (or underlined).
Single quotation marks should be used for main quotations, double marks for any included within the
main quotation. Quotations of more than forty words should be indented. Foreign words should be
italicised (underlined). Economy of expression is essential: dates should be given as 23 July 1945, the
1940s, 1952-56; numerals up to ninety-nine should be spelt out but all other numbers given in figures, e.g.
14-18%; initials of institutions or countries should be given without stops—TANU, INLCO, USA.

Orthography of African languages. Citations from African languages should, where possible, follow the
currently established orthography in the country or one of the countries involved. In the absence of an
established orthography, recognised symbols must be used, preferably the 'Africa script' of the IAI.
Details of this script can be obtained from the IAI.

Footnotes and references. Footnotes should be kept to a minimum, numbered consecutively and placed
together at the end of the paper. References to publications should be placed in the text, in parentheses,
and a bibliography provided at the end of the article. References in the text should be in the form (Forde,
1964:102). References in the bibliography should.be in the form:

for books: Griaule, M. 1965. Conversations with Ogotemmeli: an Introduction to Dogon Religious Ideas.
London: Oxford University Press for the International African Institute.

for articles: Forde, D. 1950. 'Ward organization among the Yako', Africa 20 (4), 267-89.

for papers in books: Kashoki, M. E. 1975. 'Migration and language change: the interaction of town and
country,' in D. Parkin (ed.) Tovm and Country in Central and East Africa, pp. 228-49. London:
Oxford University Press for the International African Institute.

Tables, maps, diagrams, and figures. These should be placed at the end of the article, each on a separate
sheet of paper and numbered. The number should also be placed in the text where the author wishes it to
go. They should be clearly drawn so that they are suitable for photocopying as submitted. And sources
must be duly acknowledged.

Photographs. These should be numbered, with accompanying captions. High quality black and white
photographs are welcomed, but authors may be asked for a subsidy towards reproduction costs.

Abstracts. Each article should have an abstract, of not more than 400 words, for translation into French or
English as the case may be. Details about the author, for the section 'Notes on Contributors', should also
be included.

Proofs. Authors will not receive proofs. A copy of the edited typescript will be sent to each contributor for
final checking. It is essential, therefore, that your article is in the form in which you wish it to appear.

Copyright. It is the responsibility of the author to obtain permission for any previously published material.

Offprints. An author receives 25 free offprints and may order more at cost.

The editors reserve the right to make editorial revisions, but will not make major changes without the
author's approval.
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COLLABORATION A AFRICA

La Redaction examinera avec plaisir les manuscrits en francais ou en anglais qui lui seront soumis aux fins
de publication dans Africa. Les auteurs sont pries de se conformer aux indications ci-dessous: celles-ci ne
doivent pas etre interpretees comme une contrainte arbitraire et superflue mais ont pour but d'acceldrer et
de faciliter la tache de la Redaction et de limiter les frais de redaction.

Nombre de mots. Normalement les manuscrits ne depasseront pas 8000 mots (a l'exclusion de la
bibliograpbie). Au dela de 8000 mots, les manuscrits ne seront acceptes qu'apres versement par l'auteur
de 25 livres sterling par supplement de 500 mots.

Presentation. Les manuscrits seront dactylographies a double interligne sur format A4 (210mm x 297 mm)
et fournis en double exemplaire. Les tetes de section, en majuscules, seront disposees au milieu de la page;
les titres des subdivisions seront en italiques (ou soulignes). Les guillemets simples seront utilises pour les
citations mais les guillemets doubles encadreront une citation a l'interieur d'une citation. Les citations
depassant quarante mots seront placees en retrait du texte. Les mots etrangers seront a italiques (ou
soulignes). On visera a la sobriete de l'expression. Les dates seront portees comme suit: 23 juillet 1945, les
annees 40, 1952-56. Les chiffres de un a cent seront ecrits en toutes lettres mais tous les autres chiffres
seront donnes sous leur forme numerique, par ex.: 14-18%. Les sigles d'organismes ou de pays seront
donnes de la maniere suivante, sans faire usage de point: OUA, CIAF.

Orthographe des langues africaines. Les citations tires de langues africaines seront, dans la mesure du
possible, presentes conformement a l'orthographe en usage dans le ou les pays concernes. En l'absence
d'une orthographe officielle, on utilisera des symboles reconnus, de preference l"alphabet Africa' d'lAI:
on peut obtenir aupres d 1'IAI les details de cette transcription.

Notes en bas de page en renvois. Les notes, numerotees dans l'ordre, devront etre reduites au minimum et
groupees en fin de texte. Les references a diverses publications seront placees entre parentheses dans le
texte, et une bibliographic sera attachee a l'article. Les references dans le texte seront donnees de la
maniere suivante: (Forde, 1964: 102). Les references dans la bibliographic seront donnees comme suit:

pour les ouvrages: Estrade, J.-M. 1977 Un culte de possession a Madagascar; le tromba. Paris: Editions
Anthropos.

pour les articles: Raynaut, C. 1977 'Circulation monetaire et evolution de structures socio-economiques
chez les Haoussas du Niger,' Africa 47(2): 160-1.

pour les articles parus dans les ouvrages: Diarra, S. 1975 'Les problemes de contact des pasteurs peul et
des agriculteurs dans le Niger central,' in T. Monod-(ed.) Pastoralism in Tropical Africa. London:
Oxford University Press for International African Institute.

Tableaux, cartes, graphiques et figures. Ceux-ci seront places en fin d'article, numerates et presentes sur une
feuille separee. Le numero devra egalement etre porte dans le texte a l'endroit voulu. La presentation de
ce materiel hors-texte devra etre claire afin qu'il puisse etre reproduit tel quel l'origine en sera indiquee.

Material photographique. Les photographies seront numerotees et accompagnees de legendes. La
Redaction sera heureuse d'inclure les photos en noir et blanc de tres bonne qualite; toutefois, une
participation aux frais de reproduction pourra etre demandee aux auteurs.

Resume. Tout article comportera une resume n'excedant pas 400 mots et destine a etre traduit en frangais
ou en anglais selon le cas. On devra inclure quelques details sur l'auteur; ceux-ci paraissant dans la
rubrique prevue a cet effet.

Epreuves. Les auteurs ne recevront pas les epreuves. Un exemplaire annote du manuscrit dactylographie
sera reexpedie a chaque auteur aux fins de revision definitive. II est done indispensable que les articles
soient soumis sous la forme voulue.

Copyright. C'est la responsabilite des auteurs d'obtenir l'autorisation de se servir de materiel deja publie.

Tires-a-part. Tout auteur rec,oit vingt-cinq exemplaires tires-a-part a titre gracieux. D'autres exemplaires
peuvent etre commandes au prix coutant.

La Redaction se reserve le droit d'apporter quelques modifications de forme aux articles qui lui seront
soumis mais les remainements du texte ne seronte effectues qu'avec l'accord de l'auteur.
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TOWARDS AN IGBO LITERARY STANDARD
P. Akujuoobi Nwachukwu
Although considerable progress has been made in recent years towards
the development of standard written form of Igbo, there are still many
questions to be resolved, the choice of a dialect where there is a
multiplicity of dialects, deficiencies in the orthography, lack of
consensus on how derived words should be written, to cite a few
examples. The whole question of the difference between a literary and a
spoken standard for Igbo, attitudes towards the existence of a literary
standard, have been the motivation behind this book.
Beginning with the general question of a standard form of Igbo, Dr
Nwachukwu continues with a discussion of the unsettled issues of Igbo
orthography and suggests how the 1961 Onwu orthography could be
supplemented to make it an adequate system for writing all Igbo
dialects. The morpho-syntactic characteristics of Central Igbo are then
described and suggestions are made for systematizing the classification
of Igbo lexical items; two competing conventions for tone-marking Igbo
are also outlined. The final chapters are concerned with the procedures
of language modernization and enrichment and put forward a number
of proposals that would ensure that the process of standardization is
maintained.

The author
Dr P. Akujuoobi Nwachukwu is Senior Lecturer and Acting Head of
the Department of Linguistics and Nigerian Languages. University of
Nigeria, Nsukka. He was a founder member of the department. He is a
member of the Executive Council of the Linguistic Association of Nigeria
and the editor of its journal. Dr Nwachukwu is also on the steering
committee of the Society for the Development of the Igbo Language.
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