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On the Loss of a Friend:
A Tribute to Larry S. Jordan

Susan D. McHenry

The national Emergency Medical Services community mourns the untimely death of
Larry S. Jordan, a true champion of EMS and a dear friend to many across the United States.

Larry served the state of Florida, as its Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Director,
from 1983 to 1990. He provided the energy and, more importantly, the leadership to bring
the state’s EMS program into sharp focus. The program went from a very limited scope of
regulation and certification to a vibrant commitment to development of a comprehensive,
coordinated emergency medical services system to serve all of Florida.

During his tenure, the state EMS office was expanded from a staff of approximately 20
to the more than 70 personnel necessary to effectively support key programs, address criti-
cal issues, and provide needed services. Among new programs implemented under Larry’s
leadership were a State Grant Program which provides county grants as well as matching
grants for local system improvements and a comprehensive injury control program. He
also was instrumental in securing passage of comprehensive Trauma System Legislation for
the state.

Larry’s EMS contributions were in no way limited to his own state. He was President of
the National Association of State EMS Directors (NASEMSD) for 1987 and 1988. During
his presidency, he made significant progress in enhancing the liaison memberships be-
tween NASEMSD and other professional organizations, strengthening the relationship with
the National Association of Governors’ Highway Safety Representatives, and crafting agree-
ments between NASEMSD and the National Study Center for Trauma and Emergency
Medical Systems. He also worked tirelessly toward gaining the involvement of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in pertinent EMS issues. To further this end, he
also spent his annual U.S. Army Reserve active duty on assignment to FEMA, State, and
Local Service Programs.

Following his term as President of NASEMSD, he very effectively chaired the Associa-
tion’s Government Affairs Committee. In this capacity, Larry provided critical input on Na-
tional Trauma Systems Legislation (HR 1602), which subsequently was passed and signed
by President Bush on 16 November 1990.

As expressed by a fellow State EMS Director, Barak Wolff, “Larry joined our group of
State EMS Directors as a non-EMS person, as a generalist, as a manager with fresh energy
and organizational savvy. He listened to our deliberations, asked some questions, and rapidly
developed a vision that NASEMSD could and should be more than a peer support group.
He saw that there were needs within EMS that we were uniquely qualified to fulfill and that
we should ‘go for it.” He helped empower us to take some risks and make some commit-
ments to each other and to our organizational goals. What is most wonderful is that, in the
course of his state and national leadership, Larry became both substantive and passionate
about EMS.”

Another close colleague characterized Larry as “a person with a lot of dreams and the
ability to piece together the people who could make them a reality.” He acted on good ideas.
His unwavering commitment to EMS and his vision for its future make his passing an espe-
cially acute loss to all State EMS Directors and to those involved in EMS across the country.

At the request of Larry’s family, a Memorial Fund has been established at the National
Association of State EMS Directors. Those wishing to make a contribution in Larry’s mem-
ory should contact Ellen Hume at the Council of State Governments, P.O. Box 11910, Iron
Works Pike, Lexington, KY 40578, or by telephone at (606) 231-1885.
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