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The Restoration of Land, Studies in Ecology Vol.6, edited by A.D.
Bradshaw and M.J. Chadwick. Blackwell, £13.50.

In the discussions of limited and renewable resources that conservationists are
continually engaged in, it is often overlooked that the most basic of all our resources is
clearly finite: the land. In some parts of the world large areas of land have yet to be
cultivated, and the problem then is to balance the need to keep wilderness areas with the
perception of an untapped resource in a hungry world. In many areas, however, and
particularly in Western Europe, these reserves no longer exist. Pressure on land is then
intense, and the importance of wisely using all the available land is enormous.

For this reason this book will be valuable. As its title implies it is concerned with land
restoration in the widest sense, and its authors are well known as the major practitioners
of the scientific approach to the problem. Here, as with so many problems, the answer
lies in the soil, and they start off by explaining the features of soils that are important to
healthy plant growth. Typically, misuse of land —~ whether by mining, dumping of
waste, road-building or whatever - results in a material that lacks structure and fertility.
The central message of the book is that it is usually possible to restore these essential soil
properties, without great cost and without using scarce top soil, if sensible note is taken
of the particular problems of the material.

The book is well written, with a minimum of technical language, and copiously
illustrated. Anyone who is concerned with the re-establishment of vegetation on
disturbed land should read it, and it would be nice to think that a copy was to be found
on every planning officer’s desk.

ALASTAIR FITTER

The Bird Business by Greta Nilsson. Animal Welfare Institute, $5. Also
available from RSPB, £3 plus postage.

It is altogether too easy to become depressed by the trade in wild animals, and this book
(quite intentionally) offers no relief. Concentrating on birds it documents the
staggering level of the trade, the nauseating wastage and cruelty involved, and the
appalling disregard of fast-improving legal controls. It tells of Japan, which imports
three million wild birds a year, and of yellow-headed parrots wrapped in newspaper,
their bills bound with tape, to be smuggled into the United States. It documents the
absurdity of an international airline’s conviction for negligence being quashed on the
grounds that the cause of a mass bird death took place outside British air space. As
Dillon Ripley puts it in his introduction, wildlife laws fail because of the ‘constant
ingenuity of humans to avoid restraint’. Yet laws can be made to bite. Exotic Newcastle
disease cost $56 million in dead chickens in California — now quarantine is taken
seriously.

This 1s the second edition of a book first published in the USA in 1977. It has been
improved by the addition of colour plates that bring home the full horror of the bird
trade. Written mainly from an American angle, but with a masterly resumé of the
Indian trade by Tim Inskipp, it should be required reading for legislators worldwide.
Unfortunately it seems unlikely to fall into the hands of any but the convinced. The
book supplies the ammunition — what wildlife needs is its own big guns. Rachel Carson
where are you now?

JOHN GOODERS

A Handbook for Naturalists, edited by Mark R.D. Seaward (Constable,£4.95), is a handy
little reference book, with contents ranging from the historical background of the UK
natural history movement to conservation organisations, books and periodicals.

In Berween Earth and Paradise (Heinemann, £7.95) Mike Tomkies describes his
satisfying life, and his observations and interactions with the wildlife around him -
seals, birds, wild cats, foxes, otters — in an isolated cabin on a west-coast Scottish island.
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Books and Reports from ffPS

The Biological Aspects of Rare Plant Conservation £28

Contributions from scientists throughout the world, edited by Hugh Synge, with all
royalties going to ffPS plant projects (see page 199 for details)
John Wiley & Sons 1981

A World Like Our Own £17.50

Dr Alison Jolly’s stunning natural history of Madagascar, with 196 photographs by
Russ Kinne (‘Dr Jolly shows only too vividly that Madagascar must be reckoned one of
the most important priorities in the conservation battle’ — David Attenborough, Oryx,
June 1981)

Yale University Press 1981

The New Larousse Encyclopedia of Animal Life £12.95

The latest edition of one of the most respected and successful books on the animal
kingdom, edited by Maurice Burton, with 800 colour photographs supplied by Bruce

Coleman
Hamlyn 1980

The Penitent Butchers £2.00

The history of ffPS from its formation in 1903 as the Society for the Preservation of the
Wild Fauna of the Empire until its 75th anniversary, written by Richard Fitter and

illustrated by Sir Peter Scott
Collins/ffPS 1978

The Penguin Dictionary of British Natural History £3.20

The only dictionary of its kind, with accounts of thousands of species found in the
British Isles and the surrounding seas, by Richard and Maisie Fitter

Penguin/Allen Lane 1978

International Trade in Harp and Hooded Seals £2.00

Jon Barzdo’s comprehensive and unique study of harp and hooded seal products and
their paths through international markets

ffPS/International Fund for Animal Welfare 1980

International Trade in Wildlife £1.50

The report by Tim Inskipp and Sue Wells on the purpose and administration of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
Earthscan/ffPS 1979
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ORDER FORM

Please send me

copies of The Biological Aspects of Rare Plant Conservation

copies of A World Like Our Own

copies of The New Larousse Encyclopedia of Animal Life

copies of The Penintent Butchers

copies of The Penguin Dictionary of British Natural History

copies of International Trade in Harp and Hooded Seals

..... copies of International Trade in Wildlife
I enclose a cheque/PO made out to the

Fauna and Flora Preservation Societyfor ..................

All prices include surface postage. Air mail postage above the surface rate will be invoiced.
Check here I for air mail.

Fauna and Flora Preservation Society,
c/o London Zoo, Regent’s Park, London NW1 4RY, UK
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The 1982 Program

Stimulate your mind on a Questers nature
tour. We search out the plants and animals, birds
and flowers...and explore rain forests, mountains and
tundra, seashores, lakes and swamps. There is ample
time to photograph, absorb, reflect. Naturalist guides,
small tour parties, first-class accommodations.

Worldwide Nature Tours
1982 Departures

The Americas

Everglades: 11 days, Apr. 8, Nov. 4 « Hawaii: 15
days, Feb. 14, Mar. 21, Oct. 10, Dec. 19+ Alaska: 17
days, June 12, 26, July 10, 24, Aug. 7 « Pacific
Northwest: 12 days, June 20, Aug. 1  Superior
Forest Canoe Trip: 9 days, July 10, Aug. 14 « North-
west Canada: 16 days, July 2 » Churchill:
11 days, July 17 » Newfoundland: 16 days, June 13«
Baja California: 11 days, Apr. 16, Oct. 15+ Southern
Mexico: 14 days, Feb. 14, Dec. 19 « Costa Rica &
Panama: 16 days, Feb. 13, Nov. 20, Dec. 18 « The
Amazon: 17 days, Jan. 17, May 9, July 4,
Aug. 8, Oct. 10, Nov. 14 « Galapagos: 15 days,
Jan. 28, Apr. 22, July 15, Aug. 5, Oct. 28 « Peru:
23 days, July 17, Nov. 6« Patagonia: 21 days, Nov. 6
« Trinidad & Tobago: 11 days, Mar. 8, Nov. 8.

Europe

lceland: 16 days, June 11, July 2, Aug. 6 « Islands/
Highlands of Scotland: 21 days, May 27, July 15,
Aug. 19 » Switzerland: 17 days, July 16, Aug. 13 «
Greece: 19 days, Mar. 29, Sept. 20 « Spain:
20 days, Apr. 16, Sept. 3.

Asia and Africa

Israel: 16 days, Mar. 15, Oct. 18 « The Himalayas:
23 days, Mar. 18, Oct. 7 « India: 23 days, Jan. 30,
Oct. 30, Nov. 27 « Sri Lanka: 18 days, Feb. 19,
Nov. 19 « Kenya: 23 days, Feb. 4, July 22, Oct. 21+
Zimbabwe & Botswana: 19 days, July 8, Aug. 5.
Australasia

Australia & New Zealand: 30 days, Feb. 13, Qct. 2«
New Zealand & the Milford Track: 22 days,
Feb. 12, Nov. 12 « The Complete Australia:
35 days, Sept. 3.

To learn more, write requesting the 1982
Directory of Worldwide Nature Tours. Indicate if
you are interested in any particular tour and we wilf
send the corresponding Detailed Itinerary.

8
QUESTERS

Questers Tours & Travel, Inc.
Dept. OR, 257 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10010 * (212) 673-3120
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ORNITHOLIDAYS

198 MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF BRITISH TRAVEL AGENTS

HOLIDAYS ORGANISED BY

BIRDWATCHERS FOR BIRDWATCHERS
Trinidad & Tobago The Gambia
Sri Lanka Arctic Norway
N. India The Camargue
Venezuela The Spanish Pyrenees
Texas - S§.W. Spain The High Alps
Vancouver & the Rockies Majorca Farne Islands & Bass Rock
Tanzania N. E. Greece Isles of Scilly
Kenya Turkey Kingussie
Malawi Yugoslavia Isle of Islay
The Seychelles Lake Neusiedl Isle of Mull

PARTICULARS SENT ON RECEIPT OF 14p STAMP TO

LAWRENCE G. HOLLOWAY ORNITHOLIDAYS (Regd.)
(WESSEX TRAVEL CENTRE)
1/3 VICTORIA DRIVE, BOGNOR REGIS, SUSSEX, ENGLAND PO21 2PW

Telephone 0243 821230
ATOL LICENCE No 743

ffPS Gifts

Key ring 65p.

——
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Above Broach: gold £70,
silver £25.

Left Tie £4.20. Single-
emblem: blue, maroon,
olive, rust. Multi-emblem:
green, maroon, navy. Car badge £2.80.

Available from the ffPS office. Prices inc.postage
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