The Pattern of the Chinese Past

Mark Elvin. This bold and original work examines the
evolution of Chinese society from the second century to
the nineteenth in terms of changing patterns in the
economiics of technology. The author deals in turn with
three major questions. First, by what virtue did the
Chinese empire remain united when the Roman Empire
and all other historic empires ultimately collapsed?
Second, what caused the technical revolution that made
twelfth-century China the most advanced nation in the
world? Finally, why did Sung China’s flair for technology
disappear and fail to produce the equivalent of the
Industrial Revolution in the West? $12.50
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Comparative Studies in Society and History is a forum for presentation
and discussion of new research into problems of change and stability that
recur in human societies through time or in the contemporary world. It sets
up a working alliance between specialists in all branches of the social
sciences and humanities. Debate and review articles bring the general
reader in touch with current findings and issues.

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions may be descriptive, analytical or theoretical. Any article
not in itself comparative may be accepted if it lends itself to comment
that will place it in comparative perspective. Correspondence with the
editors prior to the submission of articles will help to enable them to
obtain such comment or a companion study. Emphasis in comparative
studies may be either on similarities or, if these are significant enough
and call for some recasting of generalisations, on differences. All con-
tributions and editorial correspondence should be sent to the Editors,
Comparative Studies in Society and History, Department of History,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104.

Two copies of each contribution, preferably accompanied by a stamped,
addressed envelope, should be submitted. Both text and footnotes should
be clearly typed with double spacing and wide margins; footnotes should
appear on separate pages at the end of the article. Illustrations may be
included by arrangement with the editors.

Contributors will receive 50 offprints bound in the journal covers. Any
additional offprints must be ordered on receipt of the first proof.

ISI Tear Service, 325 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106, U.S.A.
is authorized to supply copies of separate articles for private use only.
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