FOURTH QUARTER OCTOBER, 1927

JOURNAL
ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND

With which are incorporated the Proceedings of the
Society of Biblical Archaeology

October 1927

OOTOBER 15

PUBLISHED BY THE SOCIETY
74 GROSVENOR STREET, LONDON, W.1

Price Fifteen Shillings

Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00058846

INDEXES

TO THE

TRANSACTIONS AND JOURNAL

OF THE

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY

FOR THE YEARS 1827-1888.

Price Four Shillings and Sixpence.

FOR THE YEARS 1889-1903.

Price Four. Shillings and Sixpence.

Members are asked to sell or present the following
numbers of the R.A.S. Journal :—

OLD SERIES.
1842. Vol. XIIL 1848. Pt IL 1861. Pt IIIL

NEW SERIES.

1870. Vol. 1V, Pt. IL 1882. Vol. XIV, Pts. III, IV
1873. Vol. VI, Pt. 1L 1883. Vol. XV, Pts. I, IL
1879. Vol. XI, Pt. IIL 1885. Vol. XVII, Pt. IV.

1881. Vol. XIII, Pt. L
PRESENT SERIES.
1903. Pts. I, IIL 1904. Pis. I, 11, IIL

Also Vols. I to 1V, inclusive, of the Proceedings of
The Society of Biblical Archeology.

LONDON :

THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY,
74 GROSVENOR STREET, W.1.

Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00058846

RULES RELATING TO MEMBERSHIP
AND SUBSCRIPTIONS

3. (a) Members shall be divided into three classes :—

(1) Resident Members; those who usually reside or bave
a place of business within the London Postal Area

(2) Non-resident Members ; those who usually reside out-
side, and have not a place of business within, the above-stated
Area.

(3) Honorary Members and Foreign Extraordinary Members
admitted as hereinafter provided.

(b) Members in the first two classes are hereinafter
designated Ordinary Members.

4. Any person desirous of becoming an Ordinary Member
must be nominated by one Member and seconded by another, of
whom one must act on a personal knowledge that the candidate
is likely to be a suitable and useful Member ; and the nominating
Member shall address the Secretary in writing and give the
candidate’s name, address, and occupation, or status, and shall
state to which of the aforesaid classes the candidate desires to be
admitted.

17. The annual subscriptions of Ordinary Members shall be as
follows :—

Lo

s. d.
Resident Members . . . . 30
Non-resident Members residing in the British Isles 2 2 0
Non-resident Members residing abroad . . 110 0
19. An Ordinary Member may compound for all future annual
subscriptions by paying in lieu thereof one sum calculated
according to the Member’s age and category as follows :—
Under 40 years of age: Eleven times the annual sub-
scription as laid down in Rule 17.
Between 40 and 60 years of age: Nine times the annual
subscription as laid down in Rule 17.
Over 60 years of age: Seven times the annual sub-
scription as laid down in Rule 17.
23. The first payment of subscription is due on election, but if
a Member be elected in November or December of any year, the
first annual subscription paid by him shall cover the year
beginning on the lst January next after his election.
24. Annual subscriptions shall be due on the first day of
January of each year.

Every member of the Society whose subscription is paid is

entitled to receive the quarterly Journal post free.
P.T.O.

https://doi.org/10.1017/5S0035869X00058846 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00058846

When proposing a candidate for election, this form may
be filled in and sent to the Secretary, Royal Asiatic Society,
74 Grosvenor Street, London, W.1.

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY

CERTIFICATE OF RECOMMENDATION

being desirous of becoming o Member
of the RovaL Asiaric SocCiEry, we, whose names are
hereunto subscribed, do hereby recommend

. to the Soctety as a Candidate.

Proposer

Seconder .. ...

https://doi.org/10.1017/5S0035869X00058846 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00058846

Just published - 352459 pages ~ Price 12/6

THE ASATIR

The Samaritan Bool of the “Secvets of Mofes”

TOGETHER WITH
THE PITRON OR SAMARITAN COMMENTARY AND
THE SAMARITAN STORY OF THE DEATH OF MOSES

PUBLISHED FOR THE FIRST TIME WITH
INTRODUCTION, TRANSLATION AND NOTES BY

MOSES GASTER, PH. D.

LONDON

PUBLISHED BY THEROYALASIATICSOCIETY
74 GROSVENOR STREET, W. 1.

1927

https://doi.org/10.1017/5S0035869X00058846 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00058846

PREFACE

A preface to a little book with a voluminous intro-
duction of some hundreds of pages seems a superfluous
luxury. I believe, however, that such a preface is in-
tended to give to a-superficial reader a brief indication
of what he may expect to find in the book. The scholar
requires none of it. In order, therefore, to satisfy such a
reader, I will tell him briefly that I am publishing here
for the first time a Samaritan collection of Biblical
legends, a parallel to the Jewish Midrash and to the
pseudepigraphic literature. I claim for the ‘““Secrets of
Moses” that it is the oldest book in existence of this kind
of literature, and I put the date of its compilation to be
about the middle or end of the third century B. C. E. In
the introduction the reader will see how I have reached
a conclusion as startling to me as probably it will be to
him who will take this book for the first time into his
hands. It was very slow and uphill work, and I had to
cover a wide field, leaving no document unexamined
which might help to throw light on the date and origin
of this book. I have searched through the entire pseud-
epigraphic literature, in whatever language it may have
been preserved, and I have worked my way up to the
Hellenistic literature, to the. Sibylline Oracles and Eupo-
lemos. Josephus has attracted me quite specially, and
I believe I have been able to put a new complexion on
the character and sources of his “Antiquities.” The
Palestinian Targum has come under minute examination,

" and in connection with it all the Jewish Midrashim.
The Sibylline Oracles have been traced down to their
latest development in the Tiburtine, and the mediaeval
oracles down to Matthew of Paris, and even to Slavonic
and Rumanian texts. In my re-examination of the
pseudepigraphic literature I have arrived at conclusions
which differ widely from those accepted today. I have
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Telephone : 862. Telegrams and Cables : Heffer, Cambridge.

W. HEFFER & SONS, LTD.

Oriental Booksellers & Publishers,
CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND.

We hold a very extensive stock of select Oriental
Books. Classified Catalogues are frequently issued
and enquiries for books receive prompt attention.

Our Printing Works is one of the best equipped in
East Anglia, and its resources are at the disposal of
authors who may entrust us with their work.

Some Recent Publications.

AN ASIAN ARCADY. The Land and Peoples of
Northem Siam. By Recinap e May, M.R.AS,, etc.,, Acting
Adpviser to the Siamese Government. Lavishly illustrated. Royal 8vo,
cloth. 21s. net; postage 9d.

“Only one word to describe this book . . . joyous."—Rangoon Gazette.

THE HIMALAYAN LETTERS OF GYPSY
DAVY AND LADY BA. Royal 8vo, cloth. 15s. net ; postage 9d.
With three fascinating and highly original maps.

“ A pleasant and unusual volume."~—Saturday Review.

PALESTINE AND PAMELA. By Epitd Lapy
BuckmasTer. Crown 8vo, cloth. Illustrated. 5s. net ; postage 6d.
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THE ARAB CIVILIZATION. By JosepH HELL.

Translated by S. Knupa Bukusn. Demy 8vo, cloth, 8s. 6d. net;
postage 8d.
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JAHANGIR’S INDIA. A complete translation of the

“Remonstrantie” of Francisco Pelsaert by W. H. MoreLanp.
Demy 8vo, cloth. 8s. 6d. net ; postage 8d.
* A valuable and stimulating book.”—Near East.

BOOKS PURCHASED.—Executors having to dispose
of Collections or Single Volumes of interest are invited to
communicate with us, We have recently purchased a number
of important libraries and in each case the vendors have
been completely satisfied.
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OTTO HARRASSOWITZ, LEIPZIG

ORIENTAL BOOKSELLER,

Agent for the Publications of many Learned Societies
of the Orient.

Direct importation of Oriental old and new works from
all countries of the whole

ORIENT.

Please refer to my

“ EPHEMERIDES ORIENTALES,”

an Oriental Book-list reporting on new acquisitions and
importations.

Published currently and sent free of charge on
application. ’

For my large stock of Oriental works comprising all
subjects, see my recently published catalogues, viz :

404. Egyptology, Assyriology, Hebraica and Judaica,
Biblical Philology, etc. 2,913 Nos.

405. Arabic - Persian, Turkish and Tartaric, Chagatai
Turki-Caucasica. 1,855 Nos.

408. India. Sanscrit, Pali and Prakrit Literature. New
Indian Dialects, comparative Indogermanic Philo-
logy. 4,343 Nos.

409. South-Eastern Europe in old and modern time.
History and Culture of the Danube and Balkan
Countries. Byzantium. Greece and the Levant.
3,008 Nos.

411. The Far East and Australia.
412. Ural-Altaic Peoples and Languages.
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THE CAMBRIDGE ANCIENT
HISTORY

Edited by J. B. BURY, M.A., F.B.A,, S. A. COOK,
Litt.D., and F. E. ADCOCK, M.A.

Volume of Plates I (illustrating Volumes I-IV).
Prepared by C. T. SELT™MAN, M.A.
Royal 8vo. 25s net.

‘“ As a continuous pictorial view of the progress of civilization from the
Stone Age to the literary and artistic genius of Athens in the age of the
triumph over Xerxes, this work is a wonderful array of expert comment-
aries accompanying the different sets of illustrations. As a collection
under one cover nothing like it exists.”
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To Binder.

This plate should face p. 535. It was accidentally
omitted from the July Number.
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