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distinctive opinion. John B. Purcell of Cincinnati spoke most clearly for
the inopportunists. Other American bishops added terms on occasions.
All told, the story is not new. The Acton correspondence and the
observations of Dollinger are helpful to measure the importance of the
American participation. Yet, there is missing in this account the jour-
nalistic evaluation of the American participation. After all, it is the
journalistic reporting of the Second Vatican Council that created most
of the current interest. The journalists like to pontificate and occasion-
ally make a good thrust. No one expects them to tell the final story
but without them the human comments and humor of the full account
may be hidden in the formalities that survive with mediaeval Roman
vestments and ceremonies.

— THOMAS T. MCAVOY, C.S.C.
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