INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

The subject of this Symposium is indicative of the breadth of modern astronomy in
that we are to mainly consider here the nature of physical environments whose
character is similar to, or more extreme than, nuclear matter. The reason for this
consideration has been the discovery of those observed astronomical objects, the
pulsars, and their associates, neutron stars. Here are phenomena whose explanation
must ultimately be derived from the work of both astronomers and physicists of
many disciplines. To quote from the concluding remarks of A. G. W. Cameron:
It is a measure of the newness of this field of dense matter calculations that probably the majority of
people presenting papers are not members of the IAU. A large number of the participants are physi-
cists who have entered the field very recently because of their interest in the properties of neutron

stars. Probably Commission 35 should co-opt many of you in order to give dense matter a greater
representation within the deliberations of the IAU.
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