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CORRESPONDENCE.

ON A METHOD OF ADJUSTING TABLES OF MORTALITY.
To the Editor of the Assurance Magazine.

SIR—It is one of the properties of a table of mortality constructed
upon Mr. Gompertz' celebrated formula, that the logarithms of the pro-
bability of living one year at successive ages form a series in geometrical
progression. These logarithms are necessarily negative; but if their nume-
rical values be denoted by px, then it follows, from the property in question,
that log. px will form a series in arithmetical progression, i. e., a series with
constant differences of the first order.

Mr. Gompertz formula, it is well known, cannot be applied, for all
ages, to any data which has yet been obtained from actual observation,
without first dividing such data into two or more portions (each comprising
a certain number of consecutive ages), and dealing with each portion sepa-
rately. These several divisions, in fact, form so many independent tables,
in each of which the series denoted by log. px is in arithmetical progres-
sion, but in which the constant differences in the several series are not
the same throughout.

The only objection to this mode of proceeding is, that a table so con-
structed must form a series more or less discontinuous at the points of
junction of the several divisions—an objection, however, which may be
obviated if we can (without too great a departure from the original data)
so modify the several differences that they shall gradually merge into each
other, instead of abruptly changing in passing from one division to the
following. Now, let yx denote the logarithm of the logarithm of the un-
adjusted probability of living one year, —Syx the sum of all the terms from
x upwards, then, in the following table—

the symbols DSy0, DSyn, and DSy2n, will severally denote the sum of n
successive terms of yx; and if we insert n–1 interpolations between each
of the terms Sy0, Syn, &c., using differences as far as the third order,
it is clear that we shall have a perfect series consisting of 3n +1 terms,
the third differences of which are constant throughout. Again: the first
order of differences thus obtained is itself a series with constant second
differences, and moreover bears this relation to the original series yx, viz.,
that the sum of each consecutive n terms of the former (commencing with
the first) is equal to the sum of the corresponding n terms of the latter.
We have thus obtained a series, without the slightest discontinuity, which
in its general features must more or less resemble the original series yx.

The labour required in adjusting a table by this method is not, I think,
greater than with the methods commonly used. The arithmetical values of
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the logarithms of the probabilities are of course easily obtained by subtract-
ing the logarithm of the number surviving the year from the logarithm of
the number exposed to risk. If the two last-mentioned logarithms be
carried to five decimal places, we shall generally have at least three signi-
ficant figures in the logarithms of the probabilities; and, retaining only that
number, the logarithms of these may be rapidly run off by the table for
three figures prefixed to Babbage's Logarithms, in which operation it will
be sufficient to take out the logarithms to three decimal places only.
Again: in interpolating the series Σyx, it will be necessary to compute three
terms only, as these will suffice to determine the first term of each of the
three orders of differences—by the aid of which the remaining terms of the
first order of differences (which is the series with which we are concerned)
may be obtained by two additions only, as will appear by the following
example.

in order to exhibit the results of the method here proposed, and to
enable your readers to compare them with the results obtained by a method
suggested by one of the latest and ablest writers on the subject, I annex an
adjusted table of the Eagle experience, as given in vol. iv., page 214, of
The Assurance Magazine. Neglecting the original data for the age of 80
and upwards, as being founded upon numbers too small to render it of any
great utility, and dividing the remainder into three parts, the first com-
prising the ages 20 to 39, the second, ages 40 to 59, and the third, the
ages 60 to 79, the preparatory table will stand thus :—

Interpolating in the ordinary way three terms between the ages 20 and
40, we have : —

"Which series, it is evident, may be continued to any extent required, by
continually adding the constant second difference, 6396, to the last term of
the first order Dyx, and then adding the several terms of the latter to the
corresponding terms of yx. Thus, as before stated, each term of the
adjusted series required is obtained by two additions only, it being useless
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to continue the series Σyx, which is introduced merely for the purpose of
explaining the process.

The next step consists in taking out the numbers corresponding to the
logarithms in the column yx, by which we obtain the logarithm of the pro-
bability of living one year, at all ages, in its negative form, and the
logarithms of the numbers living at each age may then be found by the
continued subtraction of these from the logarithm of the number fixed for
the radix of the table.

The following table contains the numbers living, the decrements, and
also the expectation of life, at every age from 20 upwards. By comparing
the expectation with that deduced by Mr. Jellicoe's method, it will be found
that, upon the whole, the former adheres rather more closely to the original
data than the latter. It may also be remarked, that although from the age
of 80 upwards the decrements are deduced entirely by a continuation of the
law according to which the preceding portion of the table is formed, and are
consequently entirely independent of the original observations, yet even at
these extreme ages a very close connection is observable between them.

I am, Sir,
Your very obedient Servant,

M.
London, 28th November, 1856.

Adjusted Mortality Table.—Eagle Experience.
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