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Anglo-Saxon England is recognised universally as the foremost regular publication 
in its field. It is the only one which consistently embraces all the main aspects 
of Anglo-Saxon history and culture – linguistic, literary, textual, palaeographic, 
religious, intellectual, historical, archaeological and artistic – and which promotes 
the more unusual interests – musical, medicinal or educational, for example.

The contents of the forty-third volume of Anglo-Saxon 
England range over the disciplines covered by the journal 
and also across the period from the seventh century to 
the eleventh. Three contributions focus on Latin learning 
in the early period, of which two shed light on the texts 
being studied at Canterbury and on their dissemination 
to the Continent, and a third pinpoints Irish influence 
on the recording of Cuthbert’s cult at Lindisfarne. Old 
English poetry is well represented by three contributions 
which exemplify new approaches towards poetic diction 
and its sources, and reinterpret Cynewulf’s use of runes. 
Old English prose meanwhile receives further attention 
through a reassessment of its intended audience.  Links 
with Ireland are again to the fore in the discussion of an 
unusual prayer first attested in the Leofric Missal, and 
liturgy is also central to an analysis of the Old English 
prose Andreas. Straddling the border between literature and 
history in the eleventh century is a comparison of different 
representations of King Cnut in Old English, Latin and 
Old Norse texts. The volume ends with an extended 
review of demonstrably or arguably ‘royal’ books in the 
Anglo-Saxon period, and the uses to which they were put 
by virtue of their associations. Each article is preceded by 
a short abstract.
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King Alfred is a major theme of the latest volume of 
Anglo-Saxon England, with studies of his possible infl uence 
on the composition of the Chronicle, the literary technique 
of the Metres of Boethius, and the legends of his fl ight to 
the marshes and rescue by St Neot. The later 
developments of the Chronicle, including its poetry and its 
context in the royal court, are explored further in two 
articles, along with important new evidence of Aldhelm’s 
visit to Rome and its infl uence on his poetry, a striking 
new identifi cation of some early manuscript fragments 
and an analysis of the presentation of the mind in Old 
English poetry. The volume includes a report of the ISAS 
conference in Newfoundland in 2009, and ends with the 
bibliography of publications for the year 2009, in all 
branches of Anglo-Saxon studies.
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Anglo-Saxon England is recognised universally as the foremost regular publication in 
its fi eld. It is the only one which consistently embraces all the main aspects of 
Anglo-Saxon history and culture – linguistic, literary, textual, palaeographic, 
religious, intellectual, historical, archaeological and artistic – and which promotes 
the more unusual interests – musical, medicinal or educational, for example. Every 
volume provides a systematic bibliography of all the works published in each branch 
of Anglo-Saxon studies during the preceding twelve months.
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AntJ	 Antiquaries Journal
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By permission of the trustees of the British Museum, the design on the cover is taken from the 
obverse of a silver penny issued at London in the early 880s, reflecting Alfred’s assumption 
of political control over the city.
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